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HE CTRRISTIAN RET 
G1ON has been very quitly 
eſteemd by the Beſt. and 
Wiſeſt of Men in all Ages, 
happy Plantation in the World, as the 
greateſt Bleffing on this Side Heaven: 
As it contains not only a ſure Rule of 
Faith, but the -moſt pure and perfect 
Syſtem of Divine Laws, every way ſuit- 
ed to the Wants, Imperfections, and 
higheft Improvement of Human Nature; 
to reſtore the only true Peace, Comfort, 
and Happineſs of this Life, and ogy 
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Reaſon, and moſt highly Benefid 


7 be ; Enrroduttion, : 


th: everlaſting Bleſſedneſs of the N ext: 
Whatſoever is agreeable to the pureſt 


al tb 
Mankind; whatſoever Amiableneſs there 


is in Natural Religion; whatſoever 


Beauty, Harmony. or intrinſic, Worth is 
to be found in all other Pretenſions or 


Appearances of Religion throughout -the 


World, is compriz'd with the greateſt 


Advantage in CHRISTIANITY. This 
gives us a clear Sight and Senſe of the 


natural and contracted Impotence of our 
Intellectual Faculties, of the corrupt Bent 
of our Wills and Affections, and of our 
miſerable Eſtrangement from G p, the 
Eternal Fountain of Bleſſedneſs ; directs 
and enables us to regain His Likeneſs, 


Approbation and Favour ; acquaints us 
with the true and ultimate Felicity for 
which our Nature was defign'd ; toge- 
ther with the certain Means of attaining 
it; leads us to a compleat Propitiation 
for the Sins and Defilements of the Soul, 


and, as the Confequence thereof, to the 


moſt ſolid and unſhaken Peace, and the 


choiceſt Supports under the various Ca- 
lamities of this tranſitory Life: All which | 


are far above the Reach, and infinitely 


ſurpaſs the moſt curious Starbes of either 


N atural 


Natural or Mara: ae g 8 als a 
Word: Tis a Religion which furniſhes 
and enriches the Mind with the nobleſt 
Ideas raiſes it above all the inſipid and 
debaſing Pleaſures of Senſe; imparts the 

cleareit and moſt: fatisfaftory Knowledge 
of the Divine Will, and ſets before us 
the higheſt Motives to a ſteady, chear- 
ful, and univerſal Obedience thereunto, 
Such is that invaluable ' Treaſure which 
Gov has graciouſly. vouchſaf'd to be- 
ſtow upon Mankind in the Revelation 
of His bleſſed Will, for their preſent 
Comfort and Guidance in the ſure Way 
to eternal Happineſs: Having given them, 
thr,” his tender Mercy, the Knowledge 
of Salvation, by the Remiſſion of their 
Sins; as @ Light to thoſe that ſate in 
Darkneſs, and in the Shadow 'f Death, 
to guide their Feet into decks my of 
Peace &. 


by T As with the higheſt Reaſon ima- 
ginable that the holy Evangeliſt St. John 

has aſſur'd us, Grace and Truth came 
by JesUus CHRIST. For if we fairly 
examine the Doctrine and Precepts of 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution, they will ap- 


uke i. 77, 78, 79. 


t 5 Bog Unde Mfg, intereft, . 
13 Ati Hopes of Mankind. They ä 

bart to us the moſt lovely and de- 
| Wha Ideas of the Supreme BEING, 


as the eternal Fountain of Mercy and 
f Goodneſs, of Tuſtice, 
ntfs; as infinitely kind and propitious 
in all his Dealings with Reaſonable 
Cxeatures; tender and careful for their 


Truth and Holi- 


Good ; compaſſionate and beneficent in 
His Corrections; retoneileable after their 
Offences ; and alway s ready to hear and 


anfwer theit Supplications in Faith, and 
according to His reveal'd Will; yer im- 


partially Juſt, in puniſhing all obſtinate 
and finally impenitent Offenders. They 
afford tlie higheſt and moſt rational En- 


conragement to draw nigh to Him; to 
rely on the Truth and Certainty of His 
Promiſes; and to yield a ready, chearful, 
and unreſerv'd Obedience to His Laws, 
whoſe Subjects we are by Creation, and 


by daily Dependance; and whoſe adopted 
Children we profeſs our ſelves by Chri- 
ſtian Education, and by our own volun- 


tary Choice and Aſſent. Was it poſſib 


for any higher Privileges to be con- 
terd on us, than che Freedom of an 
Acceſs 


. valud or admir d. 


* 2 bent af Out OY : 
with an Afurance of His great Rong | 
_ neſs, as well as Ability to ſupply them ? 
Can any deſire to receive His Benefits 
in an eaſier Way, than by asking for 
them in that moſt worthy and prevailing 
Name which He has dire&ed and requir'd 
us to conkde in? Or to have their Si Sins. 
_ on milder Terms than an hum- 
nitent Con elan of them, 5 4 5 


chimk# Such are ton ms Conditions, 
and invaluable Privileges ef the Goſpel 
Covenant, univerſally offer d to Mankind 
in een, CuRISsT ; thro whom all 
Bleſſings, Temporal, Spiritual, and Eter- 
nal are convey'd to thoſe who thank - 
fully and obediently believe in Him. Nei- 
ther are thoſe Chriſtian Precepts which 
relate to our Fellow-Brethren, leſs to be 
juſt, and truly becoming a reaſonable 
Mind, than that we ſhould defire and 
delight in each others Good? That we 
ſhould ſincerely and tenderly love one 
another, as Partakers of the ſame com- 
mon Nature, and Joyat-H ear sof the ſame: 
_ glorious Hopes? That we ſhould hear. 
yl dy apatite with our Brethren in 


i their 
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their Afflictions and Sorrows, and be 
ready to afford them all the Help and 
Comfort we are able; not confining our 
Charity to thoſe who. are in the lame. 


Way of Thinking with our ſelves, or 
whom we judge to be well affected ng | 
wards us; but, according to the unlimi- 
ted Goodneſs of our Divine Pattern, ex- 


tending it to all, who do not evidently 
appear to have cut themſelves off, by an 


 avow'd and malicious Contempt, from all 


Hope in the Covenanted Mercies of Gos 


thro IESUs CHRIST? Further, this 


moſt Amiable and Excellent Inſtitution 
requires, That as we ſtand in continual 
Need of Forgiveneſs at Gop's Hands, 
our Reſentments of private Injuries ſhould 
be always mild and placable ; attended 
with a Readineſs to forgive, and a de- 
lightful Endeavour to diſarm the Ag- 
greſſors, and to win them over to a 


better Temper by Acts of Kindneſs and 


Good-will. What Tongue, or Pen, is 
ſufficient to deſcribe the heavenly Beau- 
ty, the tranſcendent Worth, and the in- 
comparable Pleaſure and Sweetneſs of 
that Divine Charity which the Bleſſed 
Author of our Holy Religion has ia His 
own Perſon fo eminently ſhewn, and fo 
powerfully 


7 NE: — 9 


powben d recommended to us. TO 
what a noble Latitude does this tend to 
enlarge the Human Mind, beyond the 
narrow Sphere of Selfiſh and wWorldly 
Views, into an univerſal Care and En- 
deavour to pleaſe GOD; to advance the 
Honour of His Name and Worſhip, and 
to promote the general Happineſs of Man- 
kind? To what an exalted Pitch of hea-' 
venly Wiſdom, does this Emanation of 
the Bleſſed DEI Tx tend to raiſe the 
Minds of all (thoſe in whom it conſtant- 
ly reſides, and is become a governing 
Principle! How pleaſant, how ſecure, 
how amiable a Life might every one live, 
if they would but ſubmit themſelves to 
the happy Influences of it! And what a 
Paradiſe would this lower World once 
more become, if the pure and holy Pre- 
cepts of the Chriſtian Religion were uni- 
verſally predominant among Mankind! 
How excellent then muſt that Divine Do- 
Trine be, which our Bleſſed S AVIOUR, 
the Prince of Peace and Love, has plant- 
ed and eſtablith'd. in the World; ſince 5 
it brings down with it the Peace and Joy 
of Heaven, and is the only Means of raiſ- 
ing us up thither! Certainly, theſe are 
92 ſtrong and undeniable Proofs to 
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every candid and unprejudic'd Mind, as -* 


the Divinity both of the Doctine it ſell; : 
and of Him who was the Bleſſed Author, 

_ Diſpenſer, and living Pattern of it. Till 
any of the thin and empty Notions, the 
bold Conjectures, and incoherent Syſtems 
of Human Invention, can frame out an 
Equivalent for ſuch a ſolid and ſubſtantial 
Good, which is every way fuited to 


procure the Happineſs of this and the 


other World; ?tis to be | hop'd none 
will be ſo infatuated as to ' make the 


' miſerable and fatal Exchange. With- 


out this Divine Revelation, and the 
glorious Promiſes therein contain'd , 
which ſtand firmer than the Foundations 
of Heaven and Earth, the wiſeſt of 
Men never could or can arrive at any 
more than obſcure, wavering, and uncer- 
tata Hopes concerning a future State of 
Happineſs and Immortality : Which, as 
it muſt needs add a weight to the Croffes 
and Calamities, fo it naturally tends to 
pall the livelieſt Senſations of Pleafure 
and Satisfaction in this Life. What an 
Height of Madneſs and Folly is it then, 
for thoſe who are every Moment hable to 
lanch out into Eternity, to quit the only 
ſure Anchor of is for uncertain. Con- 
jectures, 
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: eckig or faint MT IO when the 
Certainty of eternal Bleſſedneſs, and the 
inviſible Glories of the other World, is 
| ſet before them in the cleareſt Light; and 
they have the fulleſt Aſſurance that a 
reaſonable Mind can deſire, of being 
perſectly happy in a joyful Re. union of 
Body and Soul; both from the gra- 

cious Promiſe of Him who is the eternal 
Fountain of Truth, and from the ſure. 
Pledge of His own Reſurre&ion, when 
Hie looſed the Bands of Death, and open- 
ly triumph'd over the Power of the 
Grave! Such a Firmneſs of Hope, how 
lightly ſoever ſome may think of it, 
Who chuſe to wander in the Dark, after 


a mere Luis Fatuus of their own In- 


vention, is alone ſufficient to compoſe 


the Mind into a calm and chearful Frame 


in every Condition of Life; to ſubject 
the Paſſions to the due Empire of Rea- 
ſon; to put a true Eſtimate upon all 
earthly. Enjoyments; and to fix the 
Thoughts and Deſires chiefly on Objects 
immutable and eternal; till that happy 
Diſſolution, which we are every Day 
haſtening towards, will fix us above all 
the Dangers and Viciſſitudes of this 


e in the Poſſeſſion of perfect Bleſ- 
B 2 ſeanels, 


_ __ boundleſs as s dur Wiſhes and laſt 
ws; as our Souls. 5 e 
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55 Wir ſhall we fy ay to SY per- 
nikious and too growing Sect of our 
Modern” ' Deifes, or rather Atheiſts in 
Maſquerade | (tho? ſheltring "themſelves 
under the general Name of Chriſtians); 
who, not, contented to quit their own 
S in ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing and 
Privilege, like the Apoſtate Picks, 
ſeem to envy the Happineſs of o- 
thers; and With an indefatigable Di- 
ligence, labour to ſeduce them into 
the Ame deſperate Infatuation! Who 
being puff 'd up with an imaginary Infal- 
libility in the Conduct of their own mi- 
ſerably deprav'd Reaſon, or (as St. Paul 
Phraſes it) SpoiPd thro? Philoſophy aud 
vain Deceit, audaciouſſy Arike, at the: 
very Foundation of Revea?d' Religion, 
and of all true Comfort and Happineſs ; 
: endeavouring to ſubvert thoſe. Ancient 
Pillars of Trutb laid by the infinitely 
Wiſe and Omniſcient AR HITEC T, 
whoſe Wiſdom, Counſels and Ways, as 
well as Eſſence, are #nſearchable.: Whilſt 
under the ſpecious Diſguiſe of more re- 


fin d Reaſoning, or, as they love to term 
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perſuade us, after all that admirable: Diſ- 
covery of the Divine Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
and Love manifeſted in the Sacred Wri- 
tings, and the eleareſt Illuſtration thereof, 
both to our Reaſon and Faith, in the In- 

carnation, Miracles, Doctrin, Life, Death, 
and. Reſurrection of our Bleſſed SAv1- 
oug, to quit thoſe pure Springs of Hea- 
f venly Wiſdom, Knowledge and Conſola- 
tion; to vilify. the Dignity and Preroga- 
tive of their Glorious Author; and to go 
back for ſafer or pla iner Inſtructions to 
the Schools of Pythagoras, Plato, Ari- 
 feetle, Seneca, or others of the ancient 

Moraliſis! The very Writings of thoſe 
grave, judicious, and deep: thinking Mez, 
who made a wiſe and faithful Im- 
provement of the Advantages they en 
joy'd, will ſadly aggravate the Guilt 
and Condemnation of theſe, who pre- 
tend to have a very great Regard and 
an high Veneration for thoſe Moral 
and Philoſophical Diſcourſes „ „ which 
tho valuable in themſelves, were merely 
Human; and yet contemptuouſly reject 
the ſuperior Authority and Uſefulneſs of 
theſe ſpecial Divine Dictates, infinitely 
more Excellent and Beneficial in their 
N ature 
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ondeſcend 1 10 afbord 8 the! ure 
Rule of their Faith and Practice, and 
the only Ace of attaining their Ulti- 


WIr r can hs we 


or more juſtly deteſtable to every ſerious 
and conſiderate Chriſtian, than the af. 
fected Raillery of that deſpicable Sett of 
Men (if they may claim a Place among 
Reaſonable Trerrbres) whoſe vile Excre- 
ments of Wit and infernal Sophiſtry are 
chiefly | employ'd in Burleſquing the Di- 


vine Oracles, and turning the moſt Sacred 


Things into Ridicule? What can be 
more amazingly Horrible, and unbecom. 
ing an human Mind, Tha that thoſe in- 
exhauſtible Springs of Divine Knowleds ge, 
Conſolation and Hope, (the greateſt Ber i 


ſing of Heaven, next to the Happy Incar- 


nation of our SAVIOUR, that was ever 


confer'd on the World) ſhould be thought 


a fit Subje& for the airy Brain of every 


conceited Critic to evaporate his Folly? 


The moſt dangerous Inroads to Atheiſm 
and Irreligion, have been in all Ages 
made by the greateſt Pretenders to Rea 
ſon, and never in Any, more than the 


Preſent ; 


5 75 but — Cha ge a of old 
To fight neither . with Small nor Great, 
ut only with the King of Hrael: 80 theſe = 
bold Opponents, having ſtudied the ſhort- 

elt Way, regard not any particular. Deno- 
minations of Churches; but, like Men 
acted by a deſperate Reſolution, ſtrike 
more home, even at the Root of; all Re- 
vealed Religion; as the ſureſt Way to cut 
off thoſe numerous Branches at once. 
The grand Deceiver of Mankind, as ax 
Angel of Light, has in every Age too ſuc· 
ceſsfully carried on his countermining 
Ends under the Mantle Of an intempe- 
rate Zeal for ſome: Exorbitancies and Su- 
perſtructures in Religion; and fo far pre» 
vailed on the unwarrantable Curioſity of 
ſome, as to change the very Subſtance of 
it for empty Notions, and mere ſpecula- 
tive Opinions; but his moſt audacious 
Attempts to deſtroy both the Name and 
Eſſence of Chriſtianity, he has, in a ſpe- 
cial 'manner reſerv'd for the ſupine Care»: 
leſneſs, and palpable Degeneracy of the 
laſt Fink *Tis' no Wonder then, that 
he ſets up the: glaring! Standard of gy" 
tho 


— HOI to. Sithe — 46 of Gs 0D 
and ranges all his Forces under that plau- 
ſible Covert, to overthrow the Authority 
of thoſe I/ pir'd Mritiuge, tho eminently 


diftinguiſh'd by the very Stamp and Sig- 


nature of Heaven; to ridicule and bear 
down the Sacred Mis iſterial Function; 


and to load all the poſitive Inſtitutions of 


the Chriſtian Religion with. Indignity 
and Contempt. Many daring Efforts of 
this pernicious Tendency have appear'd 
among us; but of theſe, none ſo impious, 
ſo flagrant, and ſo highly deteſtable, as 
a late Book intitul'd, A Diſcourſe on the 
Grouads aud Reaſons of the Chriſtian, 
Religion: © Wherein the Wretehed Au- 
thor, under the Mask of fo ſpecious a: 
Title, and after an inſinuating Plea for 

VUniverſal Liberty of attacking the Firſt 
Principles of all Religion both Natura] 
and Reæve ald, (As if any Nation under 
Heaven had ever ſuffer'd what they 
eſteem'd moſt Sacred and Inviolable, to 
be ſo wickedly trampled on) has with 
greater Rancor, and much leſs Fairneſs, 


than thoſe old Enemies, Celſus, Porphyry, 


Trypho: and Julian, endeavour'd by im- 
pious Sneer and Banter, much more than 


| 


4 ud 17 
by ſolid Reaſoning and Argument, to 
explode the whole Syſtem of CHR IL. 
s TIAN I x out of the World; without 
taking the leaſt notice of the Learned 
and and Judicious Anſwers made long ago 
to thoſe groundleſs Objections, which he 
has now maliciouſſy revivd. The in- 
veterate Prejudice, extream Weakneſs, 
Inconſiſtence, and falſe Reaſoning, as Well 
as the groſs Impiety of this Performance, 
have been ſufficiently exposd by a Right 
Reverend and very Learned Prelate; 
to the Shame and utter Confuſion of its 
Author, if he has any Remains of Right 
Reaſon or Ingenuity. Aicer ſo horrid; 
and, as to the Degree of it, unprecedent- 
ed an Eſſay to ſubvert the only Founda- 
tion of all true Happineſs both Tempo- 
ral and Eternal: He has diſtiaguiſh'd him- 
ſelf as the worſt of Public f Enemies, as 
unworthy. of the Benefits of Common 8. 
ciety, and as One deſerving, in the worſt: 
Senſe, to be efteem'd not only as a: Fels 
de ſe, but de Patria, & de. Genere Hur 
mano. I ſhall not therefore artempe,, 
after ſo Great an Hand, to make particu- 
lar Reflexions on the Work itſelf; bur 
endeavour in the following Lines, to 
guard the Minds of Unwary and Well. 
0 meaning 
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18 The Introduction. 


meaning Chriſtians, againſt the Danger 


of ſuch pernicious Sentiments, under the 


Three general Heads of ATHEisM, DEISM 


and PRACTICAL INFIDELIT V. If thro? 


the Divine Bleſſing, I may in ſome De- 
gree, anſwer the excellent and laudable 


Deſign of Illuſtrating the Truth and Cer- 


tainty, the Reaſonableneſs and incompa- 
rable Advantages of the Chriſtiau Reli- 


gion, to ſuch as are yet willing to be 


convinc'd, and not wholly ſunk into an 
irreconcileable Prejudice againit it; I 
{hall think a few ſpare Hours happily 
employ'd. But, as to Thoſe, who have 
bid an utter Defiance to all Reaſonable 
Conviction, and are reſolv'd to believe 
Nothing that contradicts the wild and 
extravagant Notions Which they have 
either form'd to themſelves, or grecdily 
imbib'd from others; there is no Hope 
of doing them any Good without a Mi. 
racle : ſince it is but juſt that the Su. 
preme BEIN, whoſe Mercy and Good. 


neſs, in the eftabliſh'd Means and Me- 


thod of Salvation, they have fo _ 


ciouſly and wilfully defpis'd, ſhould 
them over to a a Judicial Hardneſs of 


Heart. 


UNDER 


UND the iced Head of DEISM 
which was chiefly aim'd at, and is moſt 


enlarg'd upon, I have, in ſeveral Places 
made ſome Uſe of a Learned Author or 
two; yet not ſo, as to need or bear any 
particular Quotation. This I thought 


my ſelf oblig'd to acknowledge: having 


no other Views than to be ſerviceable _ 


to the Bleſſed Ends of that Holy Reli- 
gion, Which is the common Property, as 
well as the higheſt Privilege of every 
Good Chriſtian; and which it behoves 


them to defend, with at leaſt as much 


Zeal and Firmneſs of Refolution, as they 


would their Temporal F 9 Eſtates. 
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N Ache wlelg tet of One 
Supreme, Eternal, Selk Exil. 
tent, Infinitely Wiſe and Glo- 
rious BEING, as the Omni- 
potent Creator, Gracious Preſerver, So- 
vereign Ruler; Firſt Cauſe, and Ultimate 
End of all Things; ; with the neceſſary | 
Conſequence, | of ſuch Moral Duties as 
are peculiar -to | Reaſonable Creatures, 

viz. Humility,” Dependence, awful Pear, 
Praiſe and Adoration; is the very firſt 
Leſſon of Nature, whenſoever it begins 
to make any true Step towards its Re- 
covery; and bears even Date with the 
World it ſelf. Neither was it ever yet 
confinꝰd to any particular Nati ion. 
People; but has been, in ſome Degree, 
| D > 
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in al | Ages mec thro' every Part of 


rians Sree accurate Travellers of wn 
ſuſpected Integrity, have n amouſh 
aver'd. None of them could 
out-travel the Notion of a 29 nor 
the Exerciſe of ſome Kind of religious 
- Worſhip, as the Reſult thereof. "Indeed, 
among the moſt ſavage and unpoliſh'd 
People, thoſe A pprehenſions have been leſs 
clear, and accompany d with many wild 
Extravagancies in their imaginary Devo- 
tions: But, among the more civiliz'd, 
inquiſitive and thinking Part of Mankind, 
tho” unacquainted with the extraordi- 
nary Bleſſing of Divine Revelation, there 
have not been wanting ſome, in every 
Age, who have given very full and ex. 
emplary Proot of that Great and Funda- 
mental Principle in Natural Religion. 
Therefore this, which appears ſo deep- 
rooted in Human Nature, or rather ſo 
inſeparable from it, od cn ſo juſtly 
plead the earlieſt Antiquity, the moſt 
uninterrupted Succeſſion, and the moſt 
univerſal Conſent of Mankind, ought, 
with the greateſt Reaſon, to be ac- 
knowledg'd as à Self- evident Principle, 
and a moſt certain and uncontrovertible 
Truth: 


—— toiooonon te ne N 
ns Ra — 9 nn A 


— names nnn DEC ſ—(—— — 


Truth: Vines there can hi 0 Höfe 
8 powerful, convineing Evidence of 2 
DEI T, antecedent to all created Being, 
than thay which e . . written in 
every W IJ Heart. 5 w ; 
Tur uber of Unt e ESE kt to 
the Hebrews has plac'd the Foundation 
of all Religion in a firm Belief of the 
Being and Attributes of 'G o pp; particu- 
larly, that of His Providential Care and 
Diſtributive Juſtice. Whoſoever will 
have Recourſe to Him in a Way of re- 
ligious Adoration, muſt believe firſt, hat 
He i, and then, that He is 2 Recobrd- 
er of all thoſe who diligently ſeek Him *. 
Neither do the Sacred Writings only, 
but innumerable others, of Men eminent 
for Learning, Sobriety and Juſtneſs of 
Thought, among the Heathen World, 
lay down theſe as firſt Principles, infalli- 
bly ſure, and interwoven with the Frame 
and Conſtitution of every Rational Be- 
ing: And the Connexion between theſe 
two is ſo firm and inſeparable, that the 
Latter is unavoidably prowd by the For- 
mer. For, if we admit that there is a 
Goo, who made and e Things 


wages _ 8 
Dine bins 
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to conſider and with Reflexions 
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5 His Infinite Wiſdom, Power and Pro- 


vidence the neceſſary Conſequence will 
be, that His Juſtice and Holineſs are en- 


gag'd in the recompenſing of thoſe Crea- 
tures whom He has endu'd with a Li- 
berty of Choice, and a Power of Sclt- 
determination, as. they ſhall have delery M-- 


_ or * at Ha Hands. . 


e inſlt or W upon ſuch plain : 


and Self-evident Truths, might ſeem al- 


together needleſs, and little leſs than a 
Diſparagement to the ſober Senſe and 
-Reaſon of Mankind ; if the late unpre- 
cedented Growth of Infidelity, and the 
.daring Attacks which have been made 
upon the Fundamentals of all Religion, 
both Natural and Reveal d, did not ju- 
ſtify, or rather indeed require frequent 
Remembrances of this Nature, to pre- 
ſerve the Minds of many well-meaning, 
but leſs. diſcerning Perſons, from ſo Dan- 
-gerous a Contagion; artfully cover'd over 
with a painted Shew of Rational Argu- 
ment, tho in Reality Tue nothing at 
all to ee it. e 


AW: HOSOEVER e Ps 8 himſelf 
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becoming * eee Minds on the 
wonderful Frame of the Terreltr al 
World, which has been born up ſo 
many "Thouſand. Years in the midſt of 
Water, without any Pillars or Baſis of 
its own; on the Beauty, Order and Oe- 
conomy of it; the numberleſs Parts of 
which it conſiſts; and the Continuation 
of all Creatures, Animal, Vegetative and 
Mineral, in their diſtinct Kinds; wich 
the peculiae.; Natures, Properties, and 
Uſefulneſs of them; mult needs acknow- 
| ledge it to be the Product of an infi- 
nitely, Wiſe and Almighty AGENT ; and 
cannot but diſcern the lively Characters | 
of His Adorable Perfections, ſo plain that 
the meaneſt Capacities may ealily read 
them. To view. and contemplate the 
manifold Works of Creation and Pro- | 
vidence, will (as St. Paul; argues) ne. 
ceſſarily raiſe the Minds of Men to an 
awful Apprehenſion and religious Ac- © 
knowledgment of the Alea, or Iuuiſſ ble 
Things br: Goo, ever his eternal Power, 
and Deity; and to an Obedience pro- 
portionable to ſuch Knowledge; i. 4. 
to a becoming Reverence of Him as the 
Wen Good, ng to the W of thoſe 


e 


* Rom. i. 20. ET 


| Moral Verkucs towards 5 len; which 


are agreeable to His Holy Nature and 
Will: And ſo far as they fall ſhort in the 
Improvement of this ſingle Talent, the 
common Light or Law of Nature, they 


will be leſt, as he infers, ærvanenbſure, alto. 


together inencuſable. If we look up- 
ward to the great Body of Light, which 
diſplays it ſelf thro the viſible Part of 
the heavenly World; and conſider its 
glorious Luſtre, its comforting Warmth, 
and neceſſary Influence on this lower 


Orb, to actuate, enliven and aſſiſt it in 


the great Variety of Natural Produc- 


tions, for the Benefit and Delight of 
Mankind. If we view the other great 


Luminary of Heaven, with the number- 


Jeſs Train of ornamental Stars and Pla- 


nets, whoſe Motions are vaſtly different, 


_ unequal, and yet ſo regular, as not to 


obſtruct each other-in their ſtated Courſe ; 
we cannot but admire, - and religiouſly 
acknowledge, with the divine P/ almiſt, 
That the Heavens declare the Glory of 


GO p, and the Firm ament en His 
Handj-work Wy EL £ LaCie 


Ir we look yet n nearer b. hüthe, 250 duly 
 conlider | 


| - Pfal. xix. I. 
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contiden the admirable Cothpoſition” of 
our own Bodies; in the exact Symmetry 
and mutual good Offices of their nume- 
rous Parts; the due Temperament, and 
peculiar Uſefulneſs of the various Fluids; 
the impulſive Energy, and orderly Diſtri- 
ſtribution of the moſt exquiſitely. fine 
and imperceptible Spirits; and all hap- 
pily contributing to teed and cheriſh ths 
tender Lamp of Life; can we forbear 
joyning with the ſame P/almiſ}, in that 
rapturons Acknowledgment, I 204 praiſe 
thee, O Go p, for I aum fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellons are Thy 
Works, and that my Soul knoweth 155 
_ well'*, The many Wonders in Human 
Nature joyntly agree to demonſtrate 
their Great Original; and ought to aſſiſt 
us in our contemplative Enquiries after 
Him iz whom we live, and move, aud 
have our Being . But that which tends, 
above all, to raiſe and heighten our 
thankful Admiration, and obedient De- 
pendence upon Gop, as the Higheſt 
Good, and the Eternal Fountain of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, is, a ſerious and becoming Ob- 
ſervation of that more ſublime and ca- 


pacious Part of Man, the Immortal Soul, 
be 


* Pal. cxxxix. 14. t Adds xvii. 27. 


Wha he bears chi I Ab 

of his Almighty CREATOR. From the 
great Compaſs of its Thoughts; the 
boundleſs Extent of its Deſires; and the 
vaſtneſs of its Capacity, in Conſidering, 
| Examining, Recollecting, Contriving , 
' Reaſoning, Comprehending what is paſt, 

prefent, and to come; forming Ideas of 
inviſible Things, and reaching aſter more 
ſuitable Objects than the whole Creation 
affords; what Inference can be more 
clear and natural, than, That there is 
One, Onely perfect, moſt Glorious and In- 
finite BRING, the immenſe Fountain of 
Life, Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, who 
is every way ſufficient to fill and ſatisfy 
its moſt enlarg'd Deſires ? For, if Man be 
really endu'd, as moſt certainly he is, 
with a Capacity of Deſiring and Enjoy- 
ing a greater Good than what is merely 
ſuited to his Corporeal or Senſitive Part; 
*tis highly reaſonable, even to a Demon- 
ſtrat ion, to conclude, both that there is 
ſuch a Supreme Good, and that this moſt 
_ defirable Object, fo ſited to his Intellec- 
tual Faculties, is attainable : Otherwile, 
there would be a kind of Vacuity or 
Defect in the moſt excellent Part of the 


Creation. 
T HE 
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Tur Doctrine of the SouPs Immor- 
tality is very ancient; and was, in a man- 
ner, generally acknowledg'd by the moſt 
Learned and truly Great Men among the 
Old Philoſophers : Some of which have 
enlarg'd upon it with very fine and ex- 
cellent Notions; ſufficient to ſhame, as 
they will certainly at laſt condemn a 
Modern Sett of the moſt Vile and De- 
generate Wretches, whoſe affected Pride 
and Arrogance, or rather Slavery to 
ſenſual Appetites, has ſunk them into a- 
State of Inſenſibility, and an utter Re- 
jection of every Thing which is not ſuit- 
cd to their corrupt Taſte ; tho? they en- 
joy the higheſt Advantages of Improve- 
ment in Divine Knowledge. Unhappy 
Men! who, out of a partial Fondneſs for 
their ne. invented Notions (which they 
are pleas'd to call a Freer Way of Think- 
ing) agreeable to the Licentious Courſe 
which they have choſen, tho' utterly in- 
conſiſtent and contradictory, take a great 
deal of Pains to undo themſelves © and 


 _ Others! Who ſnarl at the Gracious Hand 


which would lead them into the ſure 
Way to Eternal Life; and wilfully ſhut 
55 their Eyes, not only againſt the brighter 

1 E Beam 8 


= 


Beams of Divine Revelation, but againit 
the very Light of Nature, the Dictates 
of Reaſon and Conſcience, and whatſo- 
ever diſtinguiſhes Mankind from the 
Lower Rank of Senſitive Creatures. As 
to thoſe ſincere and unprejudic'd Hea- 
then Writers; their Arguments for the 
Immortality or Eternal Duration of the 
Soul in a future State, were not only 
juſt, but clear, ſtrong and 1nvincible ; 
namely, from its being an immaterial 
Subſtance, and independent on the mor- 
tal and corruptible Body : Such, as can 
_ exert its Operations when the other is 
aſleep, and appears no better than a 
warm Carcaſs ; and is often moſt active, 
clear, and vigorous, when the earthly 
Tabernacle which impriſons it, is feeble 
and decaying. They likewiſe argu'd 
for its incorruptible Nature, from its 
noble Aſpirations, and inſatiable Thirſt 
after Divine Wiſdom; as being infinitely 
ſuperior to all bodily Pleaſures, or any 
other ſenſible Objects. From whence they 
juſtly infer'd, That ſome more excellent 
and adequate Satisfaction is prepar'd for 
this ſublimer Part of Man, in another 
World; and that this will be ſo perfect, 


1o truly amiable, and every way ſuffi- 
cent © 


—— 


rr 
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cient to its compleat Happineſs that all 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, and whatſoe- 
ever creates perfect Love, Satisfaction 
and Joy, ſhall be its peculiar Portion and 
Reward; wherein it ſhall delight and 
reſt it ſelf for ever. Plato, 1n particu- 
lar, upon a full Examination of the va- 
rious Opinions concerning the final Hap- 


| pineſs of Mankind, declar'd, © That No- 


* thing in this Life was or could be our 
“ Chief Good; becauſe it is inſufficient 
© to fatisfy the proper Deſires of the 
„Human Soul: +”? And further, in 
the ſame excellent Book, he ſays, That 
« this Happineſs conſiſts in being inſe- 
c parably united to God; which is the 
« higheſt End and Conſummation of all 


hBleſſedneſs. Thus Seaeca, ſpeaking 


of Scipio Africanus, expreſſes a Confi- 
| dence, © That his Soul was return'd to 
« Heaven, from whence it came: ||? 


And in his Conſolatory Epiſtle to Marcia, 


he ſays, © The Soul being ſet at Liberty, 
« aſcends to its Divine Origin : ? Which 
pertectly agrees with Solomon's Aſſer- 
tion, That when the Duſt ſhall return to 
its native Earth, the Spirit ſhall aſcend 
to GOD who gave it *. It the Soul 
. K's” 3 there- 


t In Phœdon. || Ep. 86. * Ecel. xii. 7. 
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- therefore, be thus Immortal, and defign 'd 
for an Happineſs ſuitable to its Nature and 


Capacity, He muſt needs be Eternal, Un- 


changeable, and the Onely Fountain of 


Bleſſedneſs, who made it ſo : Nor can it 


ever attain its true End, but by return- 


ing to that Divine Boſom from whence it 
came, upon quitting the preſent Clogs of 
Sin and Mortality. . | 


Fox, to what Purpoſe ſhould the Soul | 


bring with it thoſe innate Impreſſions of a 


DEIT V into the World? Or, why ſhould 


it, at any Time, when freeſt from the 


Croud and Hurry of worldly Thoughts, 
and the ſtrong Impulſes of the Senſitive 
Appetite, exert it ſelf in the moſt evident 
Divine Inclinations, in pious, ardent, and 
ſenſible Aſpirations towards an unſeen 

Felicity; if there were no Reſerve of 
Endleſs Pleaſures, and Fulneſs of Foy , 
in the Glorious Preſence, and at the Right 
Hand of Him, who is the Unchangeable 
Author of its Being? To what Purpoſe 


ſhould it derive its Origin from an imme- - 


diate Divine dane (which, was ac- 
knowledg'd by Learned Heathen Writers, 
152 85 Ages before the Appearance of 

N 


'* Figh XVi. 10. 


? Of Atheiſm. 33 9) 


Chriſtianity) and not from the ſame Sen- 
ſitive Spirits which form'd the Animal 
Souls of Beaſts,  Fowls, Fiſhes, Oc. if, 
like theirs, it was only deſign'd to ac- 
tuate the ſluggiſh Organs for a very ſhort 
Time, and then return to Corruption? 
And Why ſhould it be rais'd to a ſublimer 
Height, by the moſt powerfully affecting, 
and inſuperable Impreſſions of Immor- 
tality? Or, what Advantage could accrue 
from its ſurviving the corruptible Body; 
if there was not an Eternal BEIN, 
whoſe Infinite Perfections and Commu- 
nicable Attributes are every way ſuited 
to the utmoſt Extent of its Deſires and 

Capacity? Of what Uſe could thoſe in- 
bred Notions of Good and Evil, of Ver- 
tue and Vice, of Rewards a5 Puniſh- 
ments, which are inſeparable from a Ra- 
tional Soul (as is evident from common 
Experience, as well as the numberleſs Te- 
ſtimonies of Ancient Moraliſis) be rea- 
ſonably thought: Or, how can we re- 
concile the different Diſpenſations of Di- 
vine Providence in this World; if there 


were not a Supreme Tribunal, and an 


Infallible, Omniſcient Judge, who will 
moſt certainly paſs a righteous Sentence 

upon all Perſons and Actions? That, Ju- 
„ „ 
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keg Sean Temperance, and * 


Kinds of Moral Vertues, appear infinitely 


more Amiable than diſhoneſt, ſordid or 
vicious Practices, to every unbyaſs Mind, 
when Reaſon has reſum'd its proper I 
vereignty over the diſorder'd Paſſions ; is 
a very ſtrong Argument, that the Soul is 


of an heavenly Extraction, and not only 


deriv'd its Being from an inexhauſtible 
Fountain of Goodneſs, but ſtill retains 
ſome indelible Characters of its Bleſſed 
Original. 


ANp yet, after all, 'tis very queſti- 
onable, Whether there ever was any ſuch 
Monſter in Nature, as a ſerious, cloſe- 
thinking or ſpeculative Atheiſt; who liv'd 


and died fo, in the clear Exerciſe of his 


Reaſon and Senſes. The moſt of thoſe Few 
among the Ancients who were reputed 
ſuch, did much more contema and diſown 
a Deity i in their PraQtice, than they were 


| willing or forward to declare it in Opi- 


nion. Nothing in the world could be fo 


difficult as to lay Or Write any Thing 
plauſible in Defence of the latter; when 


the Voice of Nature, and the general 
Senſe of Mankind was againſt them. 


They were Men fwallow'd up in Sen- 
ed, 


* * ff IA _ 


wy - 


wards a total Extinction of every Spark 
of Divine Light, both from Reaſon and 
Conſcience : So that they might be truly 


faid (in the Scripture Phraſe) to live 


without GOD in the World *; having 
made a God of their Belly, and given 
themſelves up entirely to the minding - 
earthly Things +. Nevertheleſs, tis ob- 
ſerv'd by Lactantius „of theſe very 
Perſons, That tho? in the Time of Health 
and Eaſe, whilſt they could ſwim in the 
ſoft Stream of ſenſual Pleaſures, they 


were averſe to the Acknowledgment of 
a Supreme BEING; yet, in Extremity 
of Diſtreſs or Danger, and eſpecially un- 


der the ſhocking Apprehenſions of Death, 
they were uſually as forward as other 
Perſons, in acknowledging His Power 


and Sovereignty, and in calling upon Him 


for Mercy and Deliverance. It would 
be very eaſy to collect many Modern 


| Inſtances of the like Nature; 2. e. of 


Men, under the fame Circumflance, 8 
qually affected with Horror and Remorſe, 
and imploring the Divine Mercy, with 
the greateſt Intenſeneſs of Mind; whoſe 
former Gaiety, quickneſs of Parts, and ea- 


EO 5 ger 
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ſuality; which went a great Way to- 
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ger Lidiilgtincs of their ſenſual Appl 
had long carry'd them into a contemptu- | 
ous ridiculing of all Religion, and fix'd | 
upon them the odious Character of pro- 

fels'd Atheiſts, in the Judgment , of the 
World. 


NoTriNnG is more certain, than that 
there is a natural Diſpoſition, or at leaſt 
an irreſiſtible Impulſe, even in the worſt 
of Men, to acknowledge a DIT, 
whenſoever they will give way to ſeri- 
ous Thought; and that this will often 
break thro? the ſtrongeſt Endeavours to 
ſtifle and ſuppreſs it. The Terror and 
abject Behaviour of Caligula, and others 
remarkable for their extreamly diffolute 


8 Lives, in Times of great Diſtreſs or Sur- 
prize; is a lively Proof, that the natu- 


ral Senſe of Religion which Men bring 
with them into the World, is rather 


ſmother'd and forcibly born down, than 


wholly extinct; and that *cis liable to be 
rouz'd up in them again, when a Senſe 
of great and imminent Danger, and the 
Stings of a guilty Conſcience, repreſent 
to them the juſt Terrors of that Divine 
Vengeance which they have incurr'd. 
And indeed, the numerous Convictions, 

: and 


reputed Atheiſtical, -tho', for the moſt 
part, ſudden and extorted, are a more 
ſubſtantial Proof of a De1TyY, and a 


| future Judgment, than the niceſt Philo- 


ſophical Reaſoning: For this is purely the 
Voice of Nature and Conſcience let looſe 


upon them, and wholly ſtript of their 


former artful Diſguiſes and Evaſions. 
In Times of great Extremity, Men 
commonly ſpeak the true Sentiments of 


their Souls; having laid aſide that Vani- 


ty and Ambition, that Hypocriſy and 


Diſſimulation, whereby they had before 
deceiv'd themſelves, and endeavour d to 
deceive others, in their inveterate Oppo- 


ſition to Sacred Things, ſo long as Health 
and Eaſe, Liberty and Wanken had 


embolden d them. 


Bur not to inſiſt 3 on what 
the Divine Plato thought very probable, 
v. That all Mankind ſooner or later, 


„ have ſome ſenſible and ſatisfactory Ap- 
* prehenſions of a Supreme and Infinite 


* BzxinG:” And ſuppoſing that there 


may have been, or may yet be, ſome few 


Exceptions from that general Rule ; ſome. 


Men ſo excecdingly harden d in - their 


F Stupidity, 


4 ? ? 6 NIV 7 O dan] * G ; rs 2 „* by 
4 * * 
9 
WT F hed &* \ P 2 "0 8 £ 225 
7 a 4 1. 2 89 x tans & 
3 4 A * * | * 5 


and ſell condemning Reflexions of Perſons 


— —— 2 EE I IE EEE V — 


- — — — - 
rr 
Ay { 


- pai — Loos Sap 12 
o * ” . 
BS i Sort RE IEA ny 


.. AC AS — IOC ARS; 1649/4, 2 
. b s 


PPTP 
r — — — 
* r 


A. — — 2 R en 
— — — A 


Stupidity, as never to have had any diſcer- 


nible Impreſſions on their Conſcience, or 
any awful Belief of a DEIT xx through- 


out the whole Courſe of their Lives: Yet 


this preternatural Stupor would be no 
more a fair or reaſonable Proof, that 


Conſcience is not a general Divine Gift, 


and a ſubſtantial Witneſs of a Supreme 


BEIN, implanted in Human Nature, 


than, either the congenite Want of Rea- 


| _ in Ideots, or the prodigious Sottiſhneſs 


or diſtracting Frenzy which accidental- 
ly deſtroys that noble Qualification in 


ſome others, can be a fair Argument to 
prove, that Reaſon is not a common or 


general Principle in Men. Tis on very 


good Grounds therefore, that the holy 
Pſalmiſt pronounces that Man a Fool, i. e. 
defective or diſtemper'd in his Reaſon, who 
ſays, in his Heart, or entertains the leaſt 
Imagination, that there is xo Goo. 


So that it is not only probable, but 


evident, beyond Contradiction, That the 
ſpreading Infection of Atheiſtical Senti- 


ments, ariſes much more from the wil- 


ful and deſperate Wickedneſs of Mens 
| Lives, than from Speculation, or any ſe- 
rious and * GE of Thinking. 


F or, 


= For, whe Men are once come to a Re- 


ſolution againſt ſubmitting themſelves to 
the Holy Rules, and Awful Reſtraints of 
Religion, tis almoſt natural for them to 
form out a Sett of Notions, or pretended 
Principles, ſuitable to their Conduct; 
that they may appear to act with ſome 
Conſiſtency, or at leaſt to brave it out 
with the World. But, whether theſe 
are ſufficient to give them an uninter- 
rupted Quiet, during the forc'd Gaiety of 
their Spirits, without fleeing often from 
_ themſelves, and drowning the clamorous 
Checks of an evil Conſcience in a perpe- 
| tual Circle of Diverſions, Buſineſs, Drink- 
ing, Cc. is very much to be queſtion d. 
However, generally ſpeaking, Gow is 
pleas'd, ſome Time or other, before they 
go off the preſent Stage of Action, to le 


them know that He will not always be 


mock'd ; and uſually gives them a Fore- 
taſte of His juſt Vengeance, by terrible 


' Convictions of the fatal Cheat which 


they have put upon themſelves: In ſo 
much, that very Few, however they 
have liv'd, if they die in their Senſes, 


= paſs their laſt Moments in a State of 


Unbelief. The Soul, being then ready to 
lanch out into Eternity, and diſengag 4 
| I from 
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from its former Clogs of Fleſh and ſen- 


ſual Pleaſures, has a clear and reflexive 


View of it ſelf, and of the Actions which 
it has produc'd; and needs no Arguments 


to prove that Inviſible Things are the 
greateſt Realities, and their Importance 
anſwerable to their eternal Duration: So 


that they will be terribly convinc'd of the 
Falſity of thoſe fond Notions, ſtrain'd 


Probabilities, and pernicious Sentiments 


Which they had form'd for their Sup- 
port; and fully aſſur'd, beyond all Scep- 
.tical Doubting, That there is a Gop; 


That the Revelation of His Holy Will 


to Mankind is moſt certainly true; That 
they have Immortal Beings, incapable of 
Extinction; That the ſhort Time of their 


Continuance in this World, was a Pro- 
bation for Eternity ; and that there will 
be a Righteous and Univerlal Judgment, 
which they cannot elcape. 


PRIDE and Vanity, Pride with an 


Affectation of calling every Thing in- 
to Queſtion which they do not like; 


and, above all, an unbounded Gratifica- 
tion of Brutal Appetites; may, and too 


oſten do, violently bear down the nobler 


8 of Reaſon and Conſcience, and 


cauſe Men to become wholly. immers'd 

in the Life of Senſe, or (as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes it) * given up to vile Affectious; 
ſo as to bid an utter Detiance to all Ver- 
tue and ſubſtantial Goodneſs, and not on- 
ly to contemn thoſe Amiable Habits in 
others, but endeavour, as far as poſſible, 
to laugh them out of the World ; till at 
laſt they provoke the Righteous G O o to 
give them up intirely to a judicial Hard- 
neſs of Heart. He will not always bear with 
the reproachful Indignities of wretched 


Worms, who are more vile and deſpica- 


ble than thoſe which they daily tread 


on; and whom He can every Moment 


frown into Nothing. If a long continud 


= Courſe of His Goodneſs and Forbearance, 


of His Warnings, Solicitations, Mercies 
and Judgments, will not prevail to ſoften 
them into a better Temper ; if they will 
proceed to blaſpheme His Holy Name, 
and trample on His Honour in the moſt 
tender Points, by affronting Religion, 
aſperſing His Righteous Ways, and vi- 
lify ing His Sacred Word, Inſtitutions and 
Worſhip; He will at laſt give them up 
to their own Deluſions, that they may 
+ be HED, 4h, and ſertled in the wilful 
Hardneſs 


* Rom. i. 26. I Rev: xxii. 11. 
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Hearts: Which is the heavieſt Judgment, 
on this Side Hell, that can poſſibly be in- 


_ flicted on Reaſonable Creatures. Nor 
can the Severity of ſuch Proceedings in 


any Meafure derogate from thoſe Glo- 


rious Attributes of His general Goodneſs 


and Mercy; For, ſince Men contemptu- 
ouſly reſiſt both the Light of Nature 
and of Divine Revelation, what can be 


more juſt than for the Sovereign Diſpen- 


ſer, to take away their neglected Ta- 
lents, and ſuffer them to ſink beneath 
that Reaſon which they have ſo groſsly 
abus d? Thus the Divine Honour, break- 
ing thro' the uſual Methods of Long- 


ſuffering and Patience, has often eminent- 


ly vindicated it ſelf in the public View 
of the World; and loudly ' refuted all 


Atheiſtical Principles and Practices, by 


the utter Confuſion, Horror, Madneſs 
and Self- execution of their moſt Daring 


ArHEISM, conſider'd ſtrictly as a 
Negative, implies no leſs than a Priva- 
tion of ſolid Reaſon and good Judgment, 
and an obſtinate Reſiſtance of the uni- 
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with all the dreadful and neceſſary Con- 
ſequents: And, as it ſurpaſſes any po- 
ſitive Definition; ſo it does, in ſome De- 
gree, the Behaviour of the very Apoſtate 
Spirits; who, whilſt they have caſt off 
all Duty and Allegiance to their Sove- 
reign Ruler, retain with Horror, an un- 
avoidable Acknowledgment of His Eter- 
nal Being and irreſiſtible Power. In vain 
| therefore, does proud Man, an helpleſs 
and dependent Worm, breath out his 
blaſphemous Affronts againſt Omnipo- 
tence, and preſume to contend with his 
| infinitely Glorious Creator, and Merciful 
Preſerver; by out-braving His Juſtice, 
| and the Tettors of His Wrath, and im- 
piouſſy deſpiſing both the unparalleſd 
Love and ineſtimable Merits of the Bleſ- 


1 ſed REDEEMER; with the Excellent 


Precepts of that Holy Religion inſtituted 
by Him. Tho' the Supreme Governor 
of all Things, in the uſual Courſe of His 


Providence, conſigns over ſuch Daring 
Miſcreants to the Dreadful Tribunal of 


the Laſt Day ; yet they are always with- 


in his Reach, and not only liable to be 


cruſhd in pieces. every Moment they 
live, but ſometimes in the very Height 


of their execrable Defiance, viſibly mark'd 
| out 
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out as a en dee Monuments of the 


Divine Vengeance, and of Caution to 


others. Happy, thrice Happy would it 
be, if every One who has taken any of 
the Dangerous Steps towards ſo deplo- 


rable a State, would be perſuaded to 
make a ſpeedy and timely Retreat ; to 


Conſider, Repent, and do 20 more. ſo 


wickedly ; ; to lay hold on the Sceptre of 
Grace whilſt it is yet extended towards 
them; and by an Obedient Faith in the 
atoning Merits of that One All-ſufficient 


2 Sacrifice which was offer'd up for the 
the Reconciliation of Mankind, to ob- 


tain a full and perfect Remiſſion of their 


a Sins, and be Partakers of that Everlaſt- 
ing Salvation Which He has ſo wonder- 


and purchas d. 
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ZE 95 HE Charactet of an Arm 

4 ſounds ſo harſh and odious, 
VO and appears ſo contrary tothe 
REES 2 Fonda Senſe of Mankind, 

that Few or None are willing to lie 
under ſo infamous a Cenſure: There- 
tore ſuch as make no Scruple to bid 
faireſt for it, have endeavour'd, of late 
Years more eſpecially, to palliate the 
Matter, under the ſofter ' Name of 
DeisTs; tho), in Reality the Difference 
is very ſmall. They are willing to ac- 
knowledge a Supreme and Eternal B E- 
NG; to whom all Creatures, endu'd 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding, are ac- 
countable for their Actions: But, as to- 
the Authority and Obligations 'of Re- 
ved e and eſpecially that Glo- 
GG: jr rious 


ous Syſtem of it n manifeſted by the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation; they deſire to 
be excus'd from teſtifying their Belief 
or Aſſent: This is * the Stone of 
Stumbling, and the Rock of Offence, 
which they cannot get over. Among 
Theſe, who are not only Numerous, but 
Active to propagate their Sentiments, 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, that ſome are 
Perſons of an unblemiſh'd Character, in 
reſpect of any groſs Immoralities : Ne- 
vertheleſs, in as much as they enjoy, and 
wilfully rejeft the clear Revelation of the 
Bleſſed and only Medium of their Re- 
conciliation and Acceptance with Gop, 
which i is the greateſt Inſtance of the Di. 
vine Love that ever was manifeſted to 
Mankind, and reſign themſelyes, for ſafer 
Guidance, to the dim Light of Nature, 
in Oppoſition thereunto ; *tis difficult to 
determine whether their ſad and deplo- 
rable Caſe, be in any Meaſure Better than 
that of the openly avow'd or profeſs d 
Atheiſt, Their wilful Obſtinacy and un- 
reaſonable Prejudices would be eaſily con- 
quer d, if they would but allow them- 
ſelves to examine and conſider what the 
Holy Scriptures have reveal'd concern- 
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ing Go b, and the Oeconomy of Man's 
Salvation, with the ſame Candor and Fair- 
neſs, with the ſame Impartiality, and fin- 
cere Diſpoſition to be. rightly inform'd, 
_ which they themſelves would plead for, in 
Matters of infinitely leſs Concernment ; 
Or, if they would but ſolemnly appeal to 
their own Hearts, whether Pride, Paf- 
flon, Affectation of Novelty, and an over- 
valuing Opinion of the Strength and Con- 
duct of their own deprav'd Reaſon, be 
not at the Bottom of all their Scruples, 
What Error can be more abſurd, than to 
make the narrow Mind of Man the only 
Meaſure of all Things, both Human and 
Divine? To deny or reje& ſupernatural 
Truths, becauſe they do not in every 
Reſpe& agree with our preſent Concep- 
tions, which we are too partially fond of; 
is nor only againſt Faith; but againſt Rea- 
ſon too; which, when it appears Bright- 
eſt, will not ſtick to acknowledge its 
own Imperfection. So that tis as abſurd 
for Reaſon to reject a Divine Teſtimony. 
on that account, and violate its facred 
Regard. and Subſerviency to Faith; as it 
would be, for the Inferior Senſes to contra- 
dict the cleareſt Principles of Reaſon. Mi- 
ſerable Men! who affect to be witty and 
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ſubtil, by cavilling with the Only Light 
Which can lead them to Eternal Happi- 
neſs, or wreſting it perverſely to their 
own Deſtruction &: As if a Rebel, or 
other Capital Malefactor, Who lay under 
a juſt Sentence of Condemnation, and was 
liable every Moment to the Execution of 
it, ſhould quarrel with, and obſtinately re- 
fuſe the Gracious Offer of a Pardon from 
his injur'd Sovereign, only becauſe it was 
not drawn up in a Form exactly agreea . 
ble to his own particular Fancy! Invinci- 
ble Ignorance may indeed admit of great 

Palliation: But when the Error of the 

Mind proceeds from a corrupt and per- 
yerſe Will, both are highly ſinful, and al- 

together incxcuſable. | This was the great 
Condemnation f, which lay ſo heavy up» 
on the Obſtinate Fews - They thought 
they knew enough, and were in a ſafe 
Way, therefore would not come to the 
Fountain of Divine Wiſdom, that they 
might habe Life, . Hence it is, that 
St. Paul aſſigns an evil "ord to be the 
principal Cauſe of Vnbelief * *: And it 

may, without Breacli of Charity, be af-⸗ 
2 1 5 T hat Pride, Fer yerſeneſs of Mind, 
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and the Love of Sin, are the moſt pre- 


vailing Reaſon why ſo many reject both 
the Belief and Practice of that Hea- 

2 Doctrine N winch Ny; ſhould be 
ſav'd. | 


'T HE e Purity, e 
Worth, and compleat Sufficiency of the 
GosrEL Revelation, to anſwer all the 
Ends of Man's Preſent and Eternal Hap- 

. pineſs, will appear in the trueſt Light, by 
comparing it with the dark and ignorant 
State of the Heathen World, as to the 
true Knowledge of G0 p, and a Confor 
mity to His Holy Will; and likewiſe, 
with the Inſufficiency and Imperfection 
of the Jewiſh Religion. The only Helps 
in theſe important Matters, which the 
Former enjoy'd, were the Light of Na- 
ture and Human Traditions: Both which 
were defective and inſufficient to anſwer 
the End propos d. For the Oze was very 
uncertain and obſcure in it ſelf, as well as 
eaſily over- power'd by Senft Appetites 
and Favourite Paſſions, or loſt in the 
Miſts of Prejudice from Education and 
the Prevalence of Evil Cuſtoms: And the 
Other, vis. Traditional Knowledge, be- 


lide its own inſeparable Defects, was al- 
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together corrupted by ad ulterate Mix- 
tures of fond impure nd: vile Superfti- 
tions: So that, not only the Generality 
of Mankind remain'd in this fad Condi- 
tion, but the moſt Inquiſitive and Learn- 
ed among them, who endeavour'd, by 


all poſſible Improvement of their Het 
fon, to raiſe themſelves from fuch a 
State of Ignorance into a Purſuit of the 
Supreme Goo p, could at Beſt arrive at 
but very low and and unſatisfactory At- 
tainments therein. For the moſt Part, 


after thetr earneſt Enquiries, their reftleſs 


Studres, and eager Diſputations, they 
produc'd little more than irreconcileable 
Differences of Opinion, and almoſt as 
great Uncertainties as when they began, 


Some of them ran into down-right Scep- 


ticiſm; and took a Pride in Doubting, 
or queſtioning of all Things. Very Few, 
if any, arrivd higher than at probable 


Conjectures, or ſuch unſteady Notions 
as were not effectual to produce in any 


eminent Degree, a Practice ſuitable to 
the true Dignity of Human Nature; to 
the Duty which G 0p requires from all 
Reaſonable Beings; and to the Capacity 
wherewith He has endu'd them for pro- 
Fea Ts Glory, and their own. 
T A. - Happineſs, 
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Happineſs. After all- their elaborate 
Searches, the Apoſile obſerves that their 
fooliſh Hearts were darken'd; 10 dark- 
en'd, that they could not diſcern what 
it chiefly concern'd them to know: 
And he further adds, That the World by 
Wiſdom, i. e. by their fond Attainments 
in Speculative Knowledge, kyew mot 
Go. Accordingly, he found the Do- 
Urine of Faith in CRHRISH Crucify'd, no 
where ſo univerſally oppos'd as at Atheus, 
the chief Nurſery of Learning and Sci- 
ence. Nor is it at all ſtrange, that ſuch 
a Doctrine, which was eminently found- 
ed in Humility, ſhould be altogether un- 
acceptable to Men who valu'd themſelves 


_ chiefly upon their Attainments in Studies 


that were ſuited to the Advancement of 
their Reputation and Fortunes in this 


World. They probably expected Wine . 
| new and curious Diſcoveries in Natural or 


Moral Philoſophy ; and that a Teacher 
pretending to Divine Authority, ſhould 
have inſtructed them in ſome Deep Spe- 
culations about the Nature and Firſt 
Principles of Things : But an Hiſtory of 
of the Life Doctrine and Miracles of 
JESsus CuxrisrT, and eſpecially of His 
Death, * rection and Aſcenſion, 

together 
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together with a Few plain Rules of Life, 
which tended to mortify the natural 
Pride and Vanity of Mens Minds, and 
to fit them for a future Happineſs ; was 
too flat and inſipid for Perſons of 10 re- 
fin'd a Taſte, and conſequently rejected 
as not deſerving their Notice or Ex- 
amination. This therefore being the 
Beſt of the Natural State of Mankind, 
whilſt deſtitute of the Divine Conduct 
and Aſſiſtance, a ſuperior Light, to guide 
them under this Darkneſs, and to bring 
them out of it, was abſolut ely neceſſary. 
For, tho the mere Improvements of 
Reaſon were ſufficient to give Men ſome 
Senſe of their own Corruption and De- 
filements, and poſſibly to lead them to 
ſome general Conſiderations of the Mer- 
ey and Goodneſs of Gop, joyn'd with 
- obſcure Hopes, that upon Amendment of 
Life, their Sins may be forgiven; yet it 
could never lead them to the Knowledge 
of that Cleanſing Fountain which GO 
has graciouſly provided for that Happy 
End. So that this at moſt would ſtill 
leave them under many diſquicting Doubts 
and Fears about that important Mat- 
ter: And this probably gave Riſe to 
thoſe ſuperſtitious Sacrifices, for appeaſ- 

N in 
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ing the offended DE IT v, which the 
moſt Religious among the Heathims had 
recgurſe to. 


Ts we conſider the State and Circum- 
ſtances of the Jewiſh Religion, which 
receiv'd its Birth from the Revelation and 
ſpecial Appointment of Gop Fimſelf, 
and conſequently was Holy Juſt and 
Good, and every way worthy of its Su- 
preme Author : Yet it will bear no Pro- 
portion in its Nature and Uſefulneſs, to 
that clear univerſal and moſt encourag- 


| ing Diſpenſation which we are under; 


wherein the exhauſtleſs Treaſures of Di- 
vine Grace and Truth are convey'd to 
Mankind by IE Sus CHRIST. For, 
W che Precepts and whole Oeconomy of 
that Religion were neither of univerſal 
Extent, nor ſuited to the general Neceſ- 
ſities of Mankind; but in a ſpecial Man- 


ner limited to that particular Nation, 


and appointed to be obſerv'd by chem 
no longer (except as to the Moral Injun- 
AQions, which are the unchangeable Laws 
of Nature) than till the Accompliſn- 
ment of that Great and Univerſal Pro- 
miſe of the Meſſiab; who was the End 
and Subſtance ot all thoſe Shadows, the 
* Deſire 
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Deſire Hope and Expectation 1 all Na- 


tions, and reſervd as the laſt and great- 


eſt Gift of Go p, to impart His Saving 


Benefits indiſcriminately to Mankind. 


The Divine Favour to that particular Na- 
tion was indeed eminently. Great and 
Diſtinguiſhing ; in ſo much that the Holy 
Pſalmi/t, ſpeaking: of it, fays, He ſheweth 
His Word unto Jacob, His Statutes and 
His Tudgments unto Iſrael : He hath not 


dealt ſo with, any Nation *.— Yet theſe 


were but = the Firſt Glimmerings of 
Light, in compariſon of that Meridian 
Brightness which ſhould afterwards, at | 


the proper and appointed Seaſon, break 


forth to enlighten the whole World. 
That Body of Divine Laws, tranſmitted 


to them by the Hands of Moſes, con- 


ſiſted, for the moſt part, in Low Exter- 
nal 3 Ceremonious Obſer vances; which 


were, at the Beſt, but Shadows of a 
more perfect and ſpiritual Diſpenſation, 


and in themſelves had but little Tenden- 
cy to. purify the Conſcience, and to ex- 
alt the Mind and Affections into a Frame 
fit for the Exerciſes of internal Piety, 
and the more elevated and ſpiritual Du- 
ties of Religion. Yet theſe were ſuited. 
| to. 


* Plal. clxyii, 19, tt. - 
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ties of that Nation; who, according to 


Sacred Teſtimony, were a People very 
unwiſe and inconſiderate, proud uncon- 


ſtant froward and untractable. Being 


therefore altogether unfit for more deep 
and perfect Inſtruction, GoD was pleas d 
to deal with them in Great Wiſdom, by 
thoſe low and ſervile Inſtitutions, Which 
St. Paul terms * weak. and beggarly 
Elements, or Rudiments of Knowledge 
and Diſcipline ſuited to mean and weak 
Capacities ; that they might ſerve 46 @ 
Schooknaſler, to prepare them far an 
Higher and more Excellent Diſpenſation ; 
when that Great Prophet whom Moſes 
had foretold, ſhould appear on Earth, to re- 


veal unto Mankind in general, a more per- 


fect Rule of Faith and Worſhip ; agree- 
able to the unlimited Mercy and Good- 
neſs of God, and to the univerſal Ne- 


ceſſities of Mankind: Which ſhould con- 
ſiſt chiefly in the internal Habits of Re- 


verence and Gratitude, of Love and Cha- 
rity, of Peace Truth Righteouſneſs and 


univerſal Goodneſs. Near the Times of 


that happy and long-expected Appear- 
ance of the + Prince of Peace, to gather 
. . 2 | | and 


+ Gal. iy. 9. | 72 Ifa, i ix. 6. 
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and unite all Nations in the true Faith 
Fear Love and Worſhip of GoD, He was 
graciouſly pleas'd to impart ſome clearer 
— Manifeſtations of Light and Comfort to 
- His Select People of the Ferwiſh Race; by 
the ſpecial Inſtructions * the Prophets, 
and Holy Men raisd up among them- 
ſelves thro' His own immediate Impulſe 
and Commiſſion. By Theſe, they were 
frequently inſtructed in a more perfect 
Knowledge of the Divine Will; and al- | 
ſur'd that Gop had but little Regard 
to the outward and Ceremonious Ob- | 
ſervance of His own Precepts, unleſs it 
were accompanied with real and inward 
Purity of Heart, and the conſtant Prac- 
tice of all Moral Vertues: That He 
principally requir'd of them the ſubſtan- 
tial Duties of an Holy Love, and Re- 
verence towards Himſelf and Submiſ- 
fon to His Will; of ſtrict Juſtice Mer- 
cy and Charity towards their Neigh- 
bours, and of Truth Fidelity Meekneſs 
Patience and Temperance 1n their whole 
Converſation. By thoſe inſpir'd Meſſen- 
gere, they were alſo further acquainted 
with Gop's gracious Intentions towards 
them; and that He would pardon their 


manifold * RI His Righ- 
teous 
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teous Laws, upon their 1 d Repen- 
tance and Amendment of Life: That He 
would * make a New and more mer- 
citul Covenant with them, very dif- 
ferent from that which He had eſta- 
bliſh'd with their Fore-fathers ; not to be 
written on Tables of Stone, but imprint- 
ed on their Hearts: That the Time was 
drawing nigh, wherein He + world ga- 
mer to Himſelf a People of all Nations 
= and Tongues, and they ſhould ſee His 
| Glory: That || the Mountain of His 
Houſe ſpould be exalted; and all Nations 
. ſhoulda flote, or reſort to it, to learn His 
Mill, and to walk in His Ways : — That 
the Bleſſed Meſſiah ſhould appear, ** 
to make. Reconciliation for Iniquity, and 
to 4 in everlaſiins Righteouſneſs: — 
That *,* the Redeemer ſhould come to 
Sion; — > the Meſſenger of the Cove- 
nant, whom they waited for; — ++ The 
Deſire and Delight of all Nations; : 
And from the Riſing of the Sun, to 
the going down thereof, His Name 
ſhould be great among the Gentiles ;u— 


And more particularly That * He who 
| "= "nx 


Jer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33. + Iſa. Ixvi. 18. 
Mic. iv. 1, 2. en , 

ll ix. z 1 l. . 2x e Th: 
% Mal. i. 11. „ 


N 
7. + 


> - pe e 5 
= — — EMI Fe t 
— 


— — * =o * - by . . - 155 — 0 — 
Ke 8 1 VER EG In — _ - . LTD OG SOT I —— — 
222. ee es er ena rn nn — 5 : | bo 
— 2 — J 5 . E r NN Rn r n 
2 — — r 4 * -— ALE 2 R — BE hows ret —tolongry KEW SS 
— D 7 s : 


: $197 + 
1, 15 


=— | of Deifm. 


Was to be the Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe 
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Goings forth were from Everlast ling, 
ſhould ariſe ont of Bethlehem. — Thus, 
the Dawnaings of Divine Light were, in 
ſome Meaſure difplay'd betore-hand to 
the Jewiſh People; ſufficient, it they 


had not been unaccountably perverſe, to 


have prepar'd them for a worthy and be- 
coming Reception of that Higher and 


more perfect Revelation of the Divine 


Will, in the purer State and Times of 
the Goſpel Church : Whereby the ex- 
ceeding Riches of Gop's infinite Wiſ 


dom and Love, and the clearer Hopes 
of a Bleſſed Immortality and Eternal Glo- 


ry, were brought to Light. 


Bur if we take a View of that bright 
and glorious Scene which the Evangeli- 
cal Doctrine it felt has laid open to Man- 


kind, both as to the Nature and Excel- 


lency of its Benefits, and the univerſal 
Extent of them; we ſhall find it every 
way amiable attractive and delightful, 
beyond all Compariſon, and above the 
higheſt Elegancy of Expreſſion; perfect- 
ly agreeable to the infinite Wiſdom 
Mercy and Goodneſs of the Supreme 


3 _ to the Miſeries Wants Im- 


perſections, 
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perfections, and even the moſt exalted 
5 Wiſhes and Hopes: of Intelligent Crea- 
tures. A Doctrine, which has clearly re- 
veald to us much more than the Light 
of Nature, or the Moſaical Inſtitutions, | 
could ever have done, concerning the in- 
comprehenſible —— and Glorious At- 
tributes Of the Almighty, and His de- 
lightful Propenſion to confer Pardon Peace 
Conſolation and Eternal Happineſs on 
Mankind; under the moſt mild and mer- 
ciful Conditions, not only practicable, 
but ealy and pleaſant in themſelves! A 
Do&rime, founded in Love and Pity; 
full of Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs ; and 
of the: ſweeteſt Encouragement and Hope; I 
ſuited to the preſent frail and fallen State 
of Human Nature; and, in every reſpec; 
_ worthy-of the infinite and adorable Per- 
fections of its Divine Author; as it tends 
to reſtore them to a State of Purity, re- 
ſembling the Moral Rectitude of the Su- 
preme and Eternal Mind! For, if we 
conſider the whole Human Race, as in- 
volv'd in Guilt, and at Enmity with 
G0 D. they cannot but be expos d to 
many anxious and perplexing Fears, with 
regard to that Future and everlaſting 


N which their immortal Souls muſt 
een 
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unavoidably enter upon at the laying 
down of theſe frail and periſhing Bodies. 
Whenſoever they conſider ſeriouſly, they 
muſt needs be ſenſible that they haue 
ſinned and fallen ſhort of the Glory of 
Gov; and that the numberleſs Offences 
of their whole Lives will lie upon them 
as an inſupportable Weight, which no 
Future Obedience, if they could attain to 
it in never ſo great Perfection, can poſ- 
ſibly atone for: So that without the So- 
vereign Mercy of that infinite BEING, 
whom they have ſo grievoully offended, 
they muſt bear the inevitable Guilt and Pu- 
niſhment to Eternity. In this deplorable 
Caſe, their Reaſon and Conſcience, which 
is the Voice of Nature, can afford but 

little Comfort; or, at Beſt, no ſolid and 
ſatisfactory Hope, from any general No- 
tions of the Divine Mercy and Goodneſs: 
So that the Mind, being variouſly exer- 
cis d between the two. contrary Paſſions 
of Hope and Deſpair, is altogether at a 
| Loſs where to fix it ſelf. *Tis but a na- 
tural Conſequence, that this ſhould 5 
tinguiſh all ſolid Peace and Joy; 
both damp and enfeeble all the Foun | 
Powers of the Soul in its moſt vigorous 


Endeavours of Amendment; fo long as 
. the 
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tlie Succeſs appears doubtful, and the Ac- 
ceptance of ſuch Endeavours uncertain. 
This tends to cool all good and pious 
Affections towards the Supreme and In- 
finite BEING, whom they are conſcious 
of having highly diſpleasd, and yet dare 
not rely upon Him for Reconciliation. 
Now, under this weak and helpleſs State, 
we are aſſur'd, That Grace and Truth 
have been ſent, or manifeſted to the 
World, thro' Jesus CHRIST: Grace 
or Favour, to free them from the Guilt 
of Sin, and from the condemning Pow- 
er of the Divine Law; and Truth, to 
guide direct and eftabliſh them in the 
Way of Peace and Holineſs. By the in- 


f finite Value of His own all- ſufficient Sa. 


crifice, He has deliver'd all thoſe who. . 
obediently believe in him, from the Sen- 
tence of Eternal Death; and by His 
perfect Obedience, He has purchas'd for 
them both Pardon and Peace, Reconcilia- 
tion and Acceptance with Go p. In Him, 
the ſacred Harmony of the Divine At- 
tributes is eminently exalted and dif- 
play'd to Mankind; ſo that Juſtice and 
Holineſs, Mercy and Truth have met to- 
gether; and Righteouſneſs Joy and Peace 
have ifed each other. As an Almighty, 
NS. IE © Mediator, 
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Mediator, He has made up the vaſt and 
igexpreſſible Breach between G ov and 
Man; and as a prevailing Advocate and 
continual Interceſſor, He has encourag'd 
them to approach the Throne of Divine 
Grace, in an humble Confidence, or ra- 
ther with a full Aſſurance of fuding | 
Mercy, aud Grace to help in Time * . 
Need. This is the Sum of that great 
Evangelical Covenant, which the Eter- 
nal Son of Gov, on the Behalf of Man- 
kind, procur'd by His Almighty Inter- 
ceſſion; purchas'd by the infinite Me- 
rits of His Obedience Sufferings and 
Death; has ſolemnly ratify'd and ſeal'd 
3 the Bleſſed Sacraments inſtituted in 
His Church; and by the Evangelical Mi- 
niſtry has pübliſepd and univefſally re. 
commended to the World: So that there 
is no room to doubt of its full Accom- 
pliſhment on God's Part to all thoſe 
who with a true Faith and a willing Obe 
dience, ſubmit themſelves to the eaſy and 
merciful Terms aft. 


AI Mankind are ay in the 
Condition repreſented by our Bleſſed 8 A- 
Vvrounx under the Parable of the Pro. 
digal Son. OF have gone aſtray from 

the 
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their Father's Houſe ; yawilling to fub- 

jet themſelyes to His proyident Care 
Wiſdom and Guidange ; and have ſought 
after an imaginary Pleaſyre and Satiafe- 
ction in the wild reſtleſs and extrayagant 


— 


Rambles of their own Invention: But, 
being touch'd with a lively Senſe. of 
their raſh Conduct, thro many ſtingi 
Diſappointments ig the Purlyic af ſue 
a ſordid and licentious Courle of Lite, 
they call ro Mind the nue Pleaſure and 
Happineſs which they once enjoy d, and 
might have continu'd in, under His Ha- 
 therly Care and Government, This 
makes them deſirous gf returning, tp 
Him, tho in the meageſt Station ima: 
= ginble ; Yet, being fit with anxious 
= Pears, from the deep Impreſſions. gf 
= Guilt and Unworthineſs, they can ſcajce 
hope for a kind Reception, pier ſuch 
provoking Ingratitude and Dilobedience. 
But the Event is far otherwiſe ; Their 
compaſſionate Father, meets them a fa 
off; prevents their melting Acknowledg- 
ments with his Goodneſs, and receives 
them with the higheſt Ee = iy 
Gp, having ſo loved the World, 4s 
give His Onh-begotten Son, to be a 
_ = 2 Peropitiat ion 
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Propitiation | on their Behalf bas te. 


mov'd all thoſe Fears which are the na- 
tural Conſequents of Sin and Guilt; and 
declar'd Himſelf not only reconcileable, 
but more willing to forgive than we 
can be, to ask it of Him. In the whole 
Courſe of the Bleſſed Me ſſiab's Manifeſta- 


tion and Converſe on Earth, He has clear- 
ly reveal'd to us the mercifol Deſign of 


the Almighty and Supreme BEING to 
Tepair the Ruins and compleat the Hap- 


pineſs of Human Nature; together with 


the Way and Means of effecting it. His 
Holy Life and Doctrine was One conti- 


nu'd Inſtruction to Mankind, in their 


Duty towards Gov, themſelves, and one 
another. He has freed them from the 
heavy Yoke of burthenſom Ceremonies 
and coſtly Sacrifices; and eltabliſh'd, in 
the room of it, ſucli a perfect Syſtem of 
Holy Precepts as is not only agreeable to 
their Reaſon and Underſtanding, but the 
happieſt Proviſion that could poſſibly be 
made for the true Peace of their Minds,the 
Comfort of their Lives, and every Branch 
of mutual Happineſs in this World. He has 
not deny'd them the Uſe or Enjoyment 
of any Thing but what is really evil and 
deſtructive to them. He has conſider'd 
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their manifold Temptations ; makes gra- 
cious allowances for their daily Infirmities; 
and through the infinite Merits of His 
atoning Sacrifice and Obedience, imparts 
an enhancing Value to their beſt and ſin- 
cereſt Endeavours in His Service, tho? 
far ſhort of abſolute Perfection: S0 


that the Excellency and Ad vantage of 


His Laws are as ſtrong a Motive to the 
Obſervance of them, as the Divine Au. 


thority by which they were enacted. 


Leſt any Diſcouragement or Remiſneſs 
ſhould ariſe on Man's Part, He has fur- 
ther graciouſly promis d to every hum- 


= ble Supplicant the powerful and conti. 


nual Aids of His Holy Spirit, to ſtrength- 
en their faithful Endeavours, and make 
them fruitful in every good Mork. And, 
to crown all, He has given them a clear 
and full Aſſurance of the moſt glorious 
Reward hereafter, in perfect and ever- 
laſting Bleſſedneſs, infinitely diſpropor- 
tion'd to the belt of their Services, and 
ſurpaſſing the higheſt Ideas of any Mortal 
Beings in this World. From all which, 
tis abundantly evident that no Kind of 
Rational Motives or Encouragements to 


the Love and Practice of Religion, have 
been wanting in that gracious and ine- 


ſtimable 
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ſtimable Revelation of the Divine Will 


by Ix sus CAHRIST: Wherein He has 
taken away all room for Scepticiſm and 
Infidelity; having given the moſt ſtrong 


and undeniable Proofs of His Divine Wik. 


dom and Power, by the tranſcendent 
Purity and Efficacy of His Doctrine; by 
the many unqueſtionable Miracles which 
He wrought ; by the voluntary Suffer- 


ings He ſuſtain? d; by His Reſurrection 


from the Dead, at the preciſe Time which 
He had fix d; by His viſible Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, to take Poſſeſſion in the 


Human Nature, of that Eternal Glory 


which He has purchasd for us; by His 
Mediatory Office, as the Propitiation for 
our Sins; and by His continu'd Care in 
protecting and governing His Church; 
ſending Lebourers into His Harveſt : , and 
bleſſing their faithful Endeavours to pro- 
mote the happy Ends of the Gosr?t 1, 
which is the Power of Gop unto Sal- 
vation, to all them that believe and 


obey it. But, if neither Reaſon nor Ar- 


guments will convince, nor the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations prevail; if neither the moſt 


gracious Promiſes, nor the ſevereſt Threat- 


nings, nor Intereſt, nor Self-Love, nor 


any of thoſe Conſiderations which uſually 
| ſwWay 
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ſway Men in other Matters, will at all 
move them in This; - which is of greater 
Moment than all other Things in the 
World; they 'mrift periſh, and that moſt 
deſervedly as well as irrecoverably. How 
abandon'd then, to the worft of Impiety; 
| how utterly deſtitute of all Reaſon and 
Goodneſs, of every Spark of Humanity 
and Gratitude, and of all Senſe of Duty 
and Intereſt, muſt They be, who con- 
terptuouſly vilify and reje& the Free 
Offers of ſuch ineſtimable Benefits! Who 
maliciouſly turn againſt the Gracious and 
Omnipotent Hand, which would reſcue 
them from Eternal Wrath! Who make 
it their chief Study, by all unworthy 
Artifices, to calumniate and dilparage 


the Supreme Fountain of Truth and Ho- 


= linck, in the tendereſt Points of His Ho- 
n our, Wiſdom and Veracity; and not 
only trample on the -higheſt Inſtance of 
Mercy and Goodneſs which Reaſonable 
Beings, endu'd with an Immortal Na- 
ture, are capable of, but ſtrenuouſly en- 
= deavour to fruſtrate. the Bleſſed Ends 
and Happy Influences of it, in reſpect of 
others! Such Men, however they may 
at preſent glory im their Shame, or think 
it a Point of e to have ſtifſ'd the 

Dictates 


DiQates of 3 and Ce, and 
to laugh at the very Notion of Religion, 
are really as void of all Manly Under- 
ſtanding, as they are of Vertue Civility 
and good Manners; and having made 
themſelves the Bane of Human? Society, 
have no Injuſtice done them, if they be- 
come the general Scorn and Averſion of 


0 Mankind. 


"PR fack, mikradle and 3 
Perſons always liv'd and convers'd in 
thoſe Barbarous Nations which never. 
enjoy'd any Other Means of Divine 
Knowledge than the Dictates of their 
_ own. Minds, and what was deducible 
Thereby from the Works of Creation 
and Providence; their Caſe had been 
infinitely ſafer. The Law and Light of 
Nature had then been the only Rule 
and Meaſure of their Conduct: And 
their final Approbation or Condemnation, 
would have turn'd ſolely upon the Obſer- 
vance or Violation of thoſe Natural Di- 
Qtates of their own Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience : For Go p's Expectation of Obe- 
dient Returns from that Noble Rank of 
Beings whom He has endu'd with Rea- 


ſon, and a Power of Self-determination, 
” 


I 


is always prop rtiond to 1 0 Means 
and Advantages which He has afforded | 
them. But when He, 2who at Firſt com. 

| manded the Light to bine out of Dark. 
neſs, has — to give Men the 
much clearer Kzowledge of His Glory 
i the Face of JIESsus CHRIST *; 
when He has reveal'd to them the Sacred bs 
Harmony of His Glorious Attributes, in 
the Wonderful Deſign of Man's Redemp- 
tion; and the only adequate Means for 
the Expiation of their Guilt, and the 
5 compleat Sanctification of their Nature, 
in order to the Attainment of that Bleſ. 
ſed End; their Caſe becomes vaſtly dif. 
ferent. To ſhut their Eyes wilfully a-,, 
gainſt the cleareſt and the moſt perfect 
Revelation of His. infinite Goodneſs and 
Love to Mankind; and to turn their 
Backs upon thoſe Gracious Offers of Par- 
don and Reconciliation; is no leſs than 
0 deſpiſe the greateſt Inſtance of His 
Widdom and Grace, and to reject the deep 
Counſels of His Holy Will againſ} them- - 
J elves +. Such was the Obſtinacy of 
the proud Phariſees; which ſet them at 

ga greater Diſtance from the Kingdom of 

7 a and from: the Benefits of Cux Ss 
X.ͤö’Ü ́ æñ D108 


5 Cor, Iv. 6. 7 1 vii. 30. A055 Xxili. 46. 
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Redemption, than the more looſe” and 
profligate Multitude, who pretended to 
little or no Senſe of Religion. And the 


Reaſon of this is both evident and very 
ſtrong: For, if the Blood of CHRIS T, 
which was ſhed for the Expiation of 


the Sins of Men, is of ſuch Efficacy, 
when apply'd by Faith, and Obedience 
to the Evangelical Precepts, as to an- 
ſwer perfectly that Great and moſt Gra- 
cious Deſign; the ſame moſt Precious 
and Invaluable Blood, when rejected by 
Unbelief and final bapenitence; muſt 
needs bring upon them a much heavier 
Weight of Guilt than all the other Sins 
which they have committed. No Con- 
dition in this World can be more Dan- 


gerous and truly Miſerable than theirs, 
who, under the Enjoyment of the high- 


eſt Advantages for the perfect Know- 


ledge and Obedience of Go p's Will, 


thro” the Love of Senſuality, or a pre- 


vailing Principle of Pride, Arrogance and 


Self. conceit, reſign themſelves to the Con- 


duct of that worldly Wiſdom which is 


oppoſite thereunto ; endeavouring to leſ. 
ſen the Dignity and Efficacy "of that 


Divine Sacrifice, by which alone their 


Sins can be expiated, and their Ever - 
| lafting; 


7 1 
laſting Happineſs Reur'd:” For theſe ſhall 
be judg'd by that very Sa vto UR, whoſe 
Divine Authority and Merits they have 
ſo much undervalu'd, and whoſe infinite 
Condeſcenſion, and aſtoniſhing Love they 

have moſt unworthily deſpis d; and like- 
wiſe by that Gosys L which they have 
ſo audaciouſly reje&ed and oppos'd, and 
made the common Subject of their pro- 
fane Wit and Drollery: So that their 
Guilt, if perſiſted in, will admit of no 
Remiſſion, but they muſt unavoidably 
fall under the ſevereſt Condemnation; 
and it would have been infinitely bet - 
ter for them if they had never had a 
Being, 


Ir Perfns' of auch 2 Sseptical. Difpo- 
ſition, and harden'd in Infidelity, were 
to hear an immediate Voice from Hea- 
ven, warning them of their great Dan- 
ger, and of their Duty; and admoniſhing 
them, as they regarded their Everlaſting 
Happineſs, to Repent, Believe, and Obey 
the Gos EL; tis reaſonable to think, 
That when they had conquer d the firſt 
Shock, and the Surprize was a little 
worn of ſo that their former Incredu- 
lity and Licentious Inclinations began to 
15 K 2 = make 
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172 2 
make Head 3 ha they would FR 
argue themſelves. out of their Memory 
and Senſes, as well as their Reaſon; and 
. conclude the Whole to have been hut a 
mere Illuſion. If the Age of Miracles were 
to be once more rene wid; could any be 
expected ſo extraordinary, 10 unqueſtiona- 
ble, and attended with ſo ſtrong Evidence 
of a Divine Power, as thoſe which were 
wrought by our Bleſſed Saviour Him- 
ſell! ? And yet all theſe were fo far from 
having any good Effect upon the prejudie'd 
Minds of as nice and confident Pretenders : 
to Reaſon and univerſal | Knowledge as 
any now-adays ; that they. rather heigh- | 
ten'd their implacable Enmity and Oppo- 
ſition againſt the Omnipotent Author of 
them. They were ſo Unreaſonable as to 
call often upon Him for Prools of His 
1] Heavenly Miſſion and Authori ity. tho z 
they ſaw every Day ſuch as the World had 
never ſeen; and ſuch as nothing elſe but a 
perverſe Temper, ſour'd with. inveterate 
Prejudice, and a fond Conceit of their 
own partial Concluſions, could - poſſibly 
have been unaffected with. They look'd 
indeed for the very Things Which they 
ſo obſtinately oppos d; having been plain- 
Ir reel out to en by their ene 
9 lets, 
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by 8 ſentral Ages before; and chiefly 
0 ftumbfd at the Manner of their Ac- 
compliſhment : Tho *twas perfectly a- 
greeable to Reaſon, and every way con- 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Cob, that the Planter of ſo Pure and Per- 
fect a Syſtem of Heavenly Doctrine, which 


SY was eminently founded in Humility, and 


F N * 
„ "8 IS Wks Ne BLN Io oat od RE er nn * . 2 7 ” + . 
r WR EE ASP IR I LW IE rp es He rg c cc S IE N71 8 Vw . 
. 8 Fe 3 Wes . 1 N 2J2VüVCUCUUTUUTUUUUUCubu. re Eo Re 5 SF bed yd e wang opnat i FRY R 
5 2 . JJ c ( c . r . x * 
8 . E PEERS 5 55 r we 2 37 2 5 2 . V FI 8 3 5353 8 
7 1 N ry 3 A "5 7 * — 


| deſign d to prepare Men for. the everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs of a Future State, ſhould 
be accompany'd with none of thoſe world- 
ly Attractives which have a natural Ten- 
däency to cheriſh the dangerous Pride and 
Vanity of their Hearts. But the Con- 
duct of our Modern Deiſts is ſtill more 
perverſe and inexcuſable: Who, having 
before them the ſad Example of their Re- 
jection, thro? | Unbelief ; ſtrongly enforc'd 
by the moſt pathetical Warnings and Ad- 
monitions upon that account; together 
with the cleareſt; the moſt rational and 
practical Intimations of the Divine Will, 
that ever were or could poſſibly have 
been imparted; to Mankind; under their 
weak Pretenſions to Natural Religion, 
boldly. ſtrike- at the Authori ity of what 
GO p has ſo clearly reveal'd; and ſo won- 
derfully atteſted; and tliereby wilfully 
; deſtroy, the. ly Foundation: af their Far- 
giveneſs 


| 4 . » 
£74  Wj>\ eiſm. 


giveneſs and Acceptance witk Him, „ and 
of their whole W to Eternal E ang 
1 


FOR the Cure: of this Aland Ink 
delity; ; whilſt the Holy Scriptures and all 
Human Arguments agreeable thereunto, 
Prove ineffectual: Let it be ſuppos d, I hat 
ſome Perſon were really, or in Appear- 

-ance, to return from the Infernal World; 
and to make the moſt lively and affecting EE 
Report of the Horrors of that ' inviſible 
State. Could any more powerful and laſt- 
ing Impreſſions be expected from thence, 
than from the ordinary Means which 
- Gov has appointed for the Conviction 
of Mankind? Would ſuch an one aſſure 
them that within a ſhort Time they muſt 
die; That their Being will not be annihi- 
x lated, but continu'd under the moſt lively 
{Senſations for ever; and that there will 
. be a Righteous and Terrible Day of Judg- 
ment which none can eſcape ? Could he, 
from the dreadful Miſtakes of his - paſt 
Conduct, in the moſt piercing Accents 
ae: declare the Certainty of the 
great Principles of the Chriſtian Faith; 
and urge upon them the Neceſlity of lead- 


ing their Lives anſwerable thereto: ? Theſe 


are Points which they were ſufficiently 
acquainted with before :- Which they had 
read and heard, and which had been 
ſtrongly recommended - to their ſerious 
Conſideration, Times without Number ; 
upon much better Authority, and leſs 
liable to Scruple, than ſueh a Teſtimony 
would be. If he ſhould further beſeech 
them, with the greateſt Vehemency of 
Expreſſion, to forſake their evil Ways, to 
redeem the Time, and to make Religion 
the great Buſineſs of their Lives; that 
they may not have their perpetual Abode 
with him in thoſe Regions of inſupport- 
able Darkneſs and Horror: Would it be 
poſſible for him to expreſs their Danger or 
their Duty in clearer or fuller Words, or 
to give more convincing Repreſentations 
of Things, or to uſe ſtronger Arguments, 
or ſhew more Confirmation of the Truth 
of what he aſſerted, than the Gracious 
REDEEMER of Mankind, and His 5 
ſpir d Apoſtles have done? If it be ima- 
gin'd 125 ſuch a Perſon, having felt the 
Torments of the Damned, might go far. 
ther in his Account of n Certainly 
the Omniſcient and Almighty BEIN 

= who has both threaten'd and prepar'd 
1 N is beſt able to deſcribe them: And 
— this 


chis He- has PRE PRE ah ſuch 
Metaphors, and, OS Alluſions AS; Men 
are moſt, apt tobe affected with. For, 
as the Glories of the Heavenly Werle, 
and the Eternal Happineſs of the, Bleſſed, 
are too great to be cloath'd With ton 
man Language, or fully repreſented by: | 
any preſent Ideas of Mortal Creatures; 
ſo the Everlaſting Puniſhment. appointed 
for all Unbelieving and finally impeni- 
tent Sinners, is unutterable by the Tongue 
of Man, and therefore too Great for any 
of our Epithets: . So. that the only No- 
tions we can have of it muſt; be taken, 
from Common and Senſible Things. St. 
Paul ſays, * Knowing the Terrors of 
the Lok D, we perſuade: Mer: And if, 
ſuch Perſuaſions as His, and. thoſe . of, 
Other Sacred Writers, have. no Effect up- 
on them; if they can hear, in the Or- 
dinary Courſe of Preaching, the inva- 
| lovable Privileges. and. Promiſes of. the 
Goose EL diſplay'd before them, toge- 
ther with the Dreadful Threatnings due 
to wilful Obſtinacy and Impenitence ; 
and yet remain as unconcern'd, as ſtupid 
and ſecure in a Courſe of Impiety, as if 
they” reſoly; d to venture the Iſue, be it 
N What 


I Tor. VF. 11, 


Dem 7 

what *twill ; 'tis at leaſt highly proba- 
ble that they would not be effectually 
rechim'd by any other Warning in a 
Way Extraordinary; tho' it might for a 
8 ſhort Time ftrike the Paſſions, and a lit- 
tle affect them. Our Bleſſed S aviouk 
has given us a plain Intimation in ſuch a 
Caſe, That they who will not hearken 
to Moſes and the Prophets, i. e. to the 
Voice of Goo, in the ftanding Declara- 
tion of His Holy Will, and of the only 
Terms and Method of Salvation which 
He has graciouſly afforded them (and 
which has been ſince eminently heigh- 
ten'd explain'd and enforc'd by the Go- 
bel Revelation); nor yet, to the con- 
W curring Teſtimony of their Reaſon and 
& Conſcience, aſſiſted by the common In- 
W fluences of Divine Grace; would be Proof 
W :gainſt every Thing that could be urg'd 
for their Conviction by a ſpecial Meſlen- 
ger from the other World. 


Tax general Method of Go »'s Deal. 
ing with Men for their Good, is by 
Working on their Rational Faculties; and 
that, very rarely in an irreſiſtible Man- 
ner. For, tho' Repentance, which is the 
& Ground-work of Salvation, is his ſpecial 
EL Gift; 


78 of. 


Gift; yet He, Who is infinite in Wiſdom, 
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— 
* x 1 
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as well as Power, has appointed the Way 


and Means of effecting the Conviction 


Renovation and Final Happineſs of Man- 


kind; and He is always ready to bleſs 


thoſe Means, with the co-operating Af, 
ſiſtance of His Grace: But, when theſe 


are ſlighted, abus d, or diſregarded, there 


can be no juſt Ground to expect the 
Concurrence of His Bleſſing in any other 
Way, which the Vain Curioſity. of Men 
can propound or wiſh for. The Ob- 
ſtinate Scribes and Phariſ, ces had an 


amazing Inſtance, in the Caſe of Laza- 


1s, of One brought back from the 
Other World. Many of them faw the 


Solemnity of His Nene and were, 
doubtleſs, very decently affected with it. 
They ſaw Him likewiſe, Four Days at- 


ter, raig'd again, by a Power which they 


could. not but acknowledge to be Di- 
vine. They ate, drank and convers'd 


with Him daily, after His Return to 


Life; and were ſatisfy'd that this could 


not poſſibly be a Deluſion. But, did this 


at all ſoften their Prejudice, or cure their 


Infidelity, with reſpect to the Divine 
Agent ? Quite the contrary : Their Ma- 


lice grove thereupon the 1 more implaca- 


ble ; 


07 K Deifn. 1 
41 ſo that they projected the Death, 
both of. Lazarrs and of Him who had 
"Ws miraculouſly reſcud him from the 
Grave and Putrefaction. + Our Bleſſed 
Lord, not long after, ra isd. Himſelf, 
when He had been « dead Ak buried part 
of Three Days: And, tho”. there were 
many Unqueltionable Witneſſes of it : tho? 
was exactly anſwering to what He 
had foretold them, and to the Predic- 
tions of their own Prophets, whom they 
held in great Veneration ; tho” they were 
ſufficiently convincd of it themſelves; tho? 
their grofs Forgery of His being ſtoln 
away, was detected by Pilate's fri 10 
Examination of the Soldiers, and ending 
a fair Account of it to the Roman Er 
peror; tho? His Reſurre&ion was Con- 
frm'd by the Apoſtles, and a great 
Number of other Living Witneſſes, who 
conyergd with Him often for the Space 
of Forty Days, and at laſt ſaw Him in 
the ys Time aſcend towards Heaven; 
and all this, back'd with 2 viſible and 
aſtoniſhing Efuſion of the Hory Gnost | 
on the whole Aſſembly of thoſe that 
Believ'd on Him, and 4 Succeſſion 
of many other Extraordinary Mir acles 
wrou ns in His Name ; "Yet all was 

> L. 2 „ 


1 — 


* dotcfufllokdne: aom{reeldany he Generality 
of chat Wicked and Obſtinate Genera. 
tion from their Unbelief, and to pro- 
voke them to Repentance: But, on the 
contrary, it rather heighten' d their Ma- 

lice and Oppoſition againſt that Heaven- 
0 ly: Doctrine and the Bleſſed Author of 

it. Surely this, if any Thing will, may 
ſuffice to prove the Ignorance Vanity 
and wicked Arrogance. of all ſuch as 
preſume to find Fault with the  Ordi- 
nary Methods of Go D's infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs in imparting the 
Knowledge of His Bleſſed Will to Man- 


kind; and will not be ſatisſy'd without 


Aa Gratification of their perverſe Humours 


by a ſpecial and immediate Revelation: 
ſince He has condeſcended to do much 
more for them in an Ordinary Way; 
having given them in His Holy Word, 
far better Helps, and ſafer Direction 
towards the Attainment of Everlaſting 


Happineſs. 


Bur, to talk to theſe Men of Reaſon 
olf the Wordof Gov, or the Authority 
of the Sacred Writings, is but Beating 
the Air: For, to allow This, would be, 
0 give up their whole Cauſe at N 

an 
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and * this ſtrong Hold * be 


defended at any Rate: Yet, herein, their 
groſs Prejudice and Partiality are ſhame- 
fully apparent. They are forward e- 
nough to depend on ſome very Ancient 


Hiſtories; ſuch as the Grecian and Ro- 
man, (and; even, on ſome much more 
backward; ſuch as the Syrian, Pheni- 
cian and Chaldæan Memoirs) which 
have been handed down to us by Men 

of great Learning Induſtry and Repu- 
tation. And why ſhould not the Books 
of Moſes be of as much Authority with 


them; which are not only the moſt 


Ancient of any that are extant in the 
World, but, conſidering the Frequency 
of immediate Revelation in thoſe Early 
Times, the Awful Sublimity of the Mat- 


ter, the Excellent Deſign which evident- 


ly appears in them; and the great Hu- 


mility of the Writer, command a Vene- 
rable Regard from every impartial Rea- 
der; and are juſtly preferable, beyond 
Compariſon, to any other Ancient Wri- 


tings, both Hiſtorical and Preceptive? 
His Superior Antiquity is abundantly ac- 


 knowledg'd by Gentile Hiſtorians; as 
his Miracles were, by his greateſt Ene- 
mies : And tho ſome of them malici- 


oully 


; att 40558 Ned „that theſe * were wrought 
by Magie; rather than by an imme. 
te Divine Power; ſuch à Suggeſtion 


v ther ridiculous.” For, why 
could not the Magicians of Egypt, who 
were bred to that Art, ſecure themſelves 
from his Plagues? And why were they 
forc'd to cry out, This i the Finger of 
Gov ?' Could any of them ate 4 
Sea, and” command the Waters back A. 
gain to their former Courſe ? Could they 
bring up Quails ſufficient to feed ſo Vaſt 
a Multitude; or draw a plentiful Supply 
of Water from a ſtony Rock? Could any 
other than a Divine Power, have nou- 
riſh'd them for Forty Years, with a mi- 
raculous condensꝰ d Dew from Heaven, 
and preſerv'd their Garments from De- 
cay; Or causd the Ground to open and 
ſwWallow up the Tents and Families of 
Rebellious Princes, without the leaſt Hurt 
to any others that were near them? Yet 
Theſe, and many other Wonders, alto- 
gether above the Power of Nature, were 
done by Moſes, in the View of many 
Hundred Thouſand Perſons, of whom not 
a Few were ſtrongly prejudic'd againſt 
him. Nor would he have dar'd to com- 


mit chem to . if any One Parti- 
cular | 
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that they did. 


would 79 People hore: 1 180 8 . 1 | 
Writings: for Dine as it TI manifeſt 


that he related N Tg but — every 
perſon knew to be true. He wrote 


what GOD commanded, and what his 
own Conſcience teſtified; and causd it 
to be read to the People, to put them 
in mind of their high Obligations and 


of their Duty; laying it up in the Arb, 
as an Everlaſting Memorial of G o »'s 
Covenant with them and their Poſterity. 
When the Time of his Death drew near, 
he left a Diſtinc and Memorable Bleſ- 
ſing to the Twelve Tribes, written in 
ſuch a Lofty and Inimitable Style, as 
plainly ſhews it to be more than Hu- 
man; and exhorted them, in the moſt 


pathetical manner, to adhere ſtedfaſtly 


to. the true Worſhip of God, and to 
the Holy Laws and Covenant which He 
had eſtabliſh'd with them. He faithfully 


W reminded them of his own Perſonal In- 
firmities, as the Cauſe why he was 7 


cluded from the Land of Promiſe ;, 
reſignd his great Truſt to Foſhua, _ | 
GOD had appointed to ſucceed him: 


Having demean'd himſelf 1 in every Thing 
AS 


L 1 8 
[ : = 
it? \ j 
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as One that acted by a Divine Com- 8 
miſſion, and prov 'd the Authori ity of 
his Writings, as the ane ants Die. 
tates of Almighty Gov. N | 


P * 
1 2 : '% 
1 5 


In the Hiſtorical Part of denn Alt 


relates to the Creation of the World, 


and the moſt Memorable Matters in the 
Firſt Ages before his own Time; beſide 
ſuch an Awful Sublimity both 28 to the 


Matter and Manner as ſurpaſſes all Hu-. 


man Invention, are contain d many Pre- 5 
dictions of the greateſt Importance: All 
which were exactly fulfill d, and are ſuf. 


ficient to convince any Reaſonable and 
Unprejudic'd Mind of his being Divinely 
 inſpir'd. That Early Promiſe, for the Con- 


ſolation and Hope of our Firſt Parents, That 
* the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head, was univerſally in. 
terprered of the Meſſiah, and accom- . 
pliſh'd in Him, about Four Thouſand” 
7 after. When Abraham, the Great 


Pattern of the Faithful, had no Iſſue, and 


according to the ordinary Courſe of. 
Nature, was incapacitated to have any, 


a Divine Promiſe was made to him, 
Thar 


That X in 05 
| fab deſcended] | all, 1 N. 
Earth ſhould. be bleed. „Th 
merous Deſcendants f 
Land of Canaan; That they He 1 
ſojourn in 8 under a hg of Servi- 
| tude, and b deliver“ d "from - thence, at 
the End of Four Hundred and Thirty 
Years : All which was lo exactly veri- 
fied, that, beſh de the large and particular. 
Account of it in the Book of Exodus, . 
tis acknowledg'd. by || Heathen Writers, | 
who were Bitter Enemies both to the. | 
Jews and to the Chri/{ians. The Pro- 
phetic Bleſſing of Jacob, That the Sceß⸗ 
ter ſhould act depart from Judah, 29 
1 a Lawgiver from between his Feet ill. | 
= Shiloh came, was, by the Ancient He- 
brew Expoſitors, unanimouſly underſtood, 
as 2 Prophecy of the Meſſiah; and Was 
compleatly fulfilbd at our SAv 1 oN 
Coming: Farticularly, the Author of the 
Chaldee Paraphraſe and Onke los, Who 
were in great Eſteem with the Jews, 
interpret it thus, © Until the Meſſiah 
© comes; who is the Hope and Ex- 
= « peftation of all N as well of 
M e 


* Gen. Kin 18. Thid. xxii. 16. + 1b, xiii. 14, 15. 
I Appion contr. Jud. lib. 4. hs Contr. Chr. 4 


* Deiln. | 


«. the Gentiles, as of us that are Wg 
The Line of dab Was then, and no 


before remov'd from the Government 5 
the Uſurpation of Herod, a Stranger of 


| Tdumeg, Hh" flew Hy rcauus and Aris, 
 frobulns, the Two. Lift in that Line: 


And not long after the Tewſ Polity, 


was diffoly'd. When the old dying Pas, 


triarch foretold this, the I raehtes were 


not only Few in Number, but unlikely 


to come out of Eg pt, or ever to be A 


Diſtin&t People: wt 1 they ſhould, 
there was little Proſpect that the Domi- 


nion ſhould be ſettPd in the Tribe of Ju- 
| dah, who was but. the Fourth Son. Nor 
was tlie Improbability either remoy'd or 
leffen'd for full Four Hundred Years after, 
down to the Time of Samrel. Then, 
indeed, there was a King choſen ; but 
of the Tribe of Benjamin ; f and he had 


2 


a Numerous Iſſue to carry on the Suc- 
ceſſion: So there Was no Human Pro- 


ſpect that this Remarkable Fropheſ) 
10 Id take place. Yet Nothing of G o »* 5, 
Word, declar'd by His Inſpir d Servant, 


could fall to the Ground. Therefe dre, x 


when the Jews themſelyes had no Ap- + 
prehenſion of it, David, a Shepherd 0 


mean Earraklion, and the 5 of 


bis 


1 | 


£11}! & 


of 1 : 87 


Fa Father? s: Houſe, Was, by G0 ſpe- 
cial Appointment, choſen out of the Tribe 
of Judah; and the Government: ſo ſet- 


tled in his Family, that tho? Many. of 


his Succeſſors were far more impious 
than Saul, and given up to groſs Ido- 
latry tho there was a total Defection 
of fe en Tribes, who return d no more te 

the Common Enemies of cher Kingdom 
yet the Sovereignty continu'd in that 
Line for above Twelve Hundred Years, 
till the Uſurp'd Rule of Herod; under 
which the Promiſed Meſſiah, who de- 
ſcended from the Tribe of Judab, Was 
Born. Of which Uninterrupted Succeſ- 
ſion to the Government, an accurate Ac- 
count may be ſeen at large i in the Works 
of TOTO and ee 9 


Wy 


Ag) to the Preceptive Part of the wWri⸗ 


tings of this Divine Laregiver, which 
contain a Syſtem! of the Negative and Po- 
fitive Injunctions of Go p to the Jewiſh 
Nation; there can be no room to doubt 
but that he careſully, and with the utmoſt 
Exactneſs, followed the immediate Divine 
Directions: Tis therefore teſtified of 
him, That he was in all Things faithful 

M 2 | 72 
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Wonderful Bleſſings apd , N con 


12 Gov's Houſe ; *. The neck of Deu- 
teronomy 622; further Continyation of 


the fame Divine Laws, by Gop's ſpe 
cal Appointment ; and likewiſe, a Com- 


memorative Recapitulat ion of, the many 


fer'd on that Select Beople; was 


depoſited in the Side of the ＋ Ark of 


the Holy Covenant, for the Caution and 
Inftrtgtion of Aſter-Ages. The concur- 
ring Teſtimonies, and Univerſal Conſent 


of thoſe who wrote- after, him, plainly 


prove that they were guided by the 
fame Pious Care and Integrity. The 
Writings of Joſhua confirm, and per- 
fectiy agree with thoſe of Moſes : The 
Book of Judges, bears Analogy. to Both 
the Former: The Four Books of Kings, 
and thoſe of Chronicles, bear the ſame 
Harmony and Conſent : And the ſeve- 
ral Writings of the Prophets, - plainly 
ſhew an admirable Connexion with each 


Other, and a perfe& Correſpondence with 


the Books of Moſes; eſpecially, with re- 


gard to that Great Bleſſing of the Pro: 
miſed Meſſiah, and that more perfect 


Diſpenſation of the Divine Will, which 
He ſhould afterwards reveal and eſta- 


= PIeda ut. 2. + Deut. xxxi. 24. 25. 


"op Dei ſm. =__ 


bliſh for the Univerſal Benefit of Man- 


kind. And our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, often 5 


alluding to them, has both confirm d 
their Divine Authority, and teſtified His 
Approbation of them All: Particularly, 
When He fays, * That all Things muſt 
be fulflld, which were writen in the 
La of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Pſalms, concerning Him; 
which' was the common and known Di- 
ſtinction of the Holy Scriptures, aon 
the 1 at that Time. | 


1 HE "Prophets, ho were graciouſly 
ſent by GO p, to reprove and admoniſh 
the People of 1/rael, under the Corrupt 
State of their Church and Monarchy, 
foretold many Things, of which no Na- 


tural Cauſe could poſſibly be aſſign'd; 
ſuch, as Nothing but an immediate Di- 


vine Tmpulſe could have diſcover'd to 
them; and ſuch, as were, for the moſt 

part, fulfilbd long after their own Death. 
The Offering up of thoſe + Idolatrous 
Prieſts, and "burning Mens Bones upon 
Jeroboam's Altar at Bethel, and the ve- 
ry Prince, by Name, who ſhould do it, 
was exactly foretold T hree Hundred and 
Fiſty 


Luke XIV. 44. 5 11 Kings Xll. 2. 


* 
- 2 , 
o 2 © 5 
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riſty Nets EN and et lterally 
Lk ad. The Captivity "= Vrael 4 
Babylon, with their Behaviour under it, 
the Tine of its Continuance, and their 
Happy Reſtoration, were 0 ten wy etold s 
them, whilſt they fondly promis them- 
ſelves perpetual Eals and Safety -in their 
own Land. Particularly, their Delive- . 
rance, and the Rebuildin 15 of their Tem- 
ple, were propheſied by + I/aiab,, at leaſt 
an Hundred Years before the ] F 
Cyrus, the Perſian Monarch, . whom he 
had expreſsly mention'd by Name, as the 
Happy Inſtrument of effecting . The 
Aſſyrian Monarchy was. Formidable in 
the Time of Daniel; who foretold the 
Downfal of it; and that it ſhould be 
ſucceded by the Perſian : That this 
ſhould be deſtroy'd by the Grecian; and 
that alſo be divided into Leſſer Principa- 
lities; till the Roman Empire .. ſhould 
ſwallow - up All : The Accompliſhment 
whereof, evry One who is converſant 
in Hiſtory, cannot but be acquainted” 
with. But the chief Scope of the Pro- 
phetic Writings, and that which they 
harmoniouſly agree in, is, To give In- 
timations 
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* 2 digi xxiii. IS, 16, OS 1 Ia. xliv. 28. 
Lid. xlv. 1, 2. c 


timations of the a Coming of 


the Meſſiab; and of the Heavenly Na- 


ture, the Gracious Deſign, and Hleſſed 
Effects of His Kingdom; in giving Com- 


fort and Joy, Peace and Happineſs to 


Mankind. The. Teſtimonies f Holy 
Scripture. to. this Purpoſe, are; 10 Nume- 


rous, that it would: be almoſt an Endleſs 


Task to collect them. The Place Man. 
ner and Circumſtances of His Birch, 
with the Chief Actions of His“ Life; . 
r. Doctrine and Miracles; His e 
„Patience and Condeſcenſion; the 
dai Events relating to His Unpa- 
rallePd* Sufferings the Circumſtances of 
His Death, Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion; 
the Calling of the Gentiles ; z the Re. 
ſection of che Jews and the ſucceeds 
ing Calamities of that Obſtinate People; 
together with the Plantation of His Go- 
srl, and the Happy Progreſs of it; 
are plainly foretold in the Writings of 
the Ancient Prophets; but more eſpe- 
cially, in thoſe of UE aiah. The whole 


53d Chapter, contains ſo accurate a De- 


ſeription of our SAViouR 's Paſſion, and 
agrees ſo exactly. with the Evangelifts, | 
that it looks more like an Hiſtory than 
2 Prophecy. The Chalgee 1 

| WhO 
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eo dy'd lefty eh Birth of Corner: 
applies this Account of the Prophet, to 
the cutting off of the Meſſiah by the 
Fewiſh Nation: Rabbi Simeon, in the 
Age next following, ſays, Wo be to 
the Men of Ir rael; for they ſhall ſlay 
4 the Meſſiah : And Rabbi Hadatf: an, 
| Commenting on that Part of ER 
Prophecy, proves from thence, © That 
Fi the Meſſiah, having Preach'd one half 
E of Seven Years, . ſhould' be ſla in.“ Nor 
is it poſſible for any to ſuggeſt that theſe 
were the Forgeries of Chriſtians; ſince 
theſe Propheſics, and the Comments up- 
on them were not only extant, but ge- 
nerally known and receivd, long before 
the Name of Chriſtianity was khown in 
the World; and the Prophecies them“ 
ſelves are Rill zealouſly defended by the 
| Jews, who are the moſt 1 inveterate e Ene. 


mies to it. 


. Kon the Vaiverſal Benefits hiſt 
were to. attend the Coming of the Meſ- 
ſiah, as the Hope Expectation and Defrre 
of all Nations, the partial and evaſive In. 
terpretations of the later Jes, who fondly 

A Him to be a T Nene King, — 


* Lib. de Spe. 
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ſhould fuchs the Gertile Nations unte 
them, would very. juſtly., ſeem. ange; 

were it not for that ſpecial, Providence 
which made. Way thereby, for thoſe Great 
Events concerning Him; For, "whereas 
they held, from Sacred Prophecy, Thar 
the Temporal Kingdom of Fulahb ſh ould 
ceaſe at the Coming of the He fab; yet 
they abſurdly imagin'd that He ſüguld 

not only reſtore, but render that t. Lem. 
poral Kingdom Everlaſting g. But the Di- 
vine Promiſes concerning that Bleſſed 

and Holy One, throughout the whole Bo- 
dy of the Cld Teſtament, run in a quite 

different Strain : Plainly repreſenting a 

Perſon that ſhould be ſent by Gop, to 

he a Saviour, a Redeemer, a Reconciler, 
or Mediator between Gov and Man; 
One that ſhould make Satisfaction for 
the Sins of the World, and be a Divine 
Teacher, a Lawgiver, and a Spiritual 
King ; to reign in the Hearts of Men, 
and to deliver them from the Power 
and Bondage of that Common Enemy, 
who had gain'd ſo Vaſt an Advantage 
over our Firſt Parents and their whole 
Poſterity. Thus the Chaldee Paraphrgſe 
explains and applies that Eirſt Promiſe 
. G er. iii. 15. And to this Purpoſe, thoſe 
N = Memo. 


Metarable e, * Kr Name ſhall 
endure for ever; Men ſhall be Bleſſed 
in Him ; and all Nations ſhall call Him 
Bleſſed; 4 This is the. Name whereby 

He ſhall be called, The LoxD our Righ- 
teouſneſs; I wil] give Thee for 4 Light 
to the Gentiles, that Thou mayſt be my 
Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth; 
and many others of the like Nature 
have been conſtantly explain'd. 80 like- 
wiſe thoſe admirable Prophetic Teſti- 
monies of the Holy P/elmiſt, * I will 
make Him my Firſt-Born, higher than 
the Kings of the Earth; *$* Thon art 
my Son: this Day have I begotten thee ; 
Kz/s the Son, lefſi He be angry, and ye 
periſh : Bleſſed are all they that put their 
truſt in Him; have been alledg'd by 
Rabbi Jonathan Nathan, Aben-ezra and 
other of the Ancient Rabbizs, to prove 
that the Meſſiah ſhould be the Very 
Son of Gop. And even the Learned 
Philo, (tho' he was not fo Happy as to 
diſcern the Accompliihment) in his Book 
of the Jews Exile and Diſperfi on, de- 
clares his Opinion, © That the High 
„ Prieſt which was to die for them, 
4 ſhould 


* Pal. Ixxil. 17. Þ Jer. xxiii. . 1 If xlix. 6. 
eri. , „ old. li. 7, 12. 


} 


© ſhould be the Very Word of Gov, 
void of all Sin, either voluntary or 
1 involuntary; and that this Word thould 
© be the Wiſdom of the Father, by 
© whom all Things in this World were 
„made.“ As to the Tneredulity of that | 
Miſerable People, and their inflexible Op- 
poſition againſt the Nfeſſiab and His Do- 
Qrine : Tis ſo far from being any Ground 
of Objection, that 'tis in reality a corro- 
borating proof of the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of Both; in as much as it bears 
an exact Agreement with the patherical 
Prophecies of David and 1/aiah concern- 
ing them; * That the Chief Corner Stone 
ſhould be rejected; and that they ſhould 
_ + deſpiſe and diſowyn Him, at the Time 
of Hs Manifeftation. And ſurely, with 
every unprej judic'd Perſon, the Teſtimo- 
ny of || St. John the Baprif, that Meſ- 
ſenger 905 before Him, to prepare His 
Way, ſhould be eftcem'd of ſome Weight. 
Foſepbus, ſpeaking of Him, fays, © + He 
« was a moſt Excellent Perſon, and One 
c that ſtirt'd up the Jets to the 8 5 
« and Practice of Vertue.” The Few 

themſelves. had o high an Opinion of 
N 2 bis 
Pal. cxviii. 22. + Tia. Iii. 3. | Mal. i. . 

4 Antiq. Lib. 18. cap. 7. | 


dom i Plovp: and e that 
they ſeem'd forward enough to have gi- 
ven him the Honour and Title of the 
Meſſiah: Which he not only refus'd, but 
openly aſcrib'd-to the Holy IE Sus; and 
upon the firſt Sight of Him, both knew 
and proclaim'd Him as ſuch, in the Pre- 
ſence of all the People. And ſoon after, 
the ſame was publickly confirm'd by an 
extraordinary Viſion and a Voice from 
Heaven declaring Him to be the Son of 
Gop: Theſe were both ſeen and heard 
by the wondring Multitude; as Three 
of the Bleſſed Evangeliſts teſtify : Which 
they certainly would not have preſum'd 
to do, if the Matter had not been well 
known, and paſt all Poſſibility of Con- 
tradiction. It being therefore evident, 
That from the Beginning of the World 
there was a Meſſiah or Saviour promis'd; 
That long before His actual Appearance, 
the Time Manner and Circumſtances 
of His Coming, with the Nature and 
Happy Deſign of His Doctrine Miracles 
Lite Death Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 
were plainly deſcrib'd; ſo that the Ful- 
filling of theſe. Propheſics might be a 
reaſonable and convincing Satisfaction to 
Mankind; and that all this was corro- 
eee borated 
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borated by: the general Expoſitions of 
the Ancient Learned, Rabbins, with the 
Univerſal Expectations of the Fews, the 
Tranſlation of the Government from Ju- 
dab's Line, the Deſtruction of the /e- 
cond Temple, the juſt Calculation of the 
Prophetic. Weeks in Daniel, and the Ut- 
ter Diſperſion of the Tewih Race, for 
near One Thouſand Seven Hundred Years 
over the Face of the whole Earth, with- 
out any Temple, Sacrifice or Prophet, 
and without the leaſt Pr oſpect of a Re- 
ſtoration: All theſe agreeing Circum- 
| ſtances, impartially conſider'd, do abun- 
dantly prove the Divine Miſſion and 
Manifeſtation of the. Blefſed IESsUs, at 
the Time appointed and foretold in the 
Ancient Propheſies of the Old Teſtament, 
and witneſſed by the Holy Evangeliſts ; 
and conſequently, That He was the 
Only True Meſſiah, and the Saviour of 
Mankind. But, beſide the Numerous _ 
and Unqueſtionable Proofs which at- 
tended His Life and Converſe on Earth ; 
from the many Miraculous Evidences of 
His Divine Power, after His Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, every Reaſonable and Un- 
prejudic'd Mind cannot but be thorough. 


ly convinc'd of the Truth and Divine 
Authority 


98 Vf n. 
Authority of that Holy Religion which 
He has taught and eſtabliſh'd in the 
World; and . This is the Only Way 
of Serving Go p acceptably, ſo as to at- 
tain mee e 9 


A to he Manner of His Wonderful 
Incarnation and Birth, the Prophet /a. 
zah is in ſeveral Places very clear and 
particular: And * Micah names the ve. 
ry Town of Bethlehem, as the Place 
aſſign'd for it; with this ſpecial Remark, 
denoting His Eternal Deity, That His 
Going * Forth, Or Manifeſtations, Were 
from Tea zur. The Roman Hiſtori: 
ans + Tacitus and + Szetonins mention 


it as a common Fame at that Time, 
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That there ſhould appear an Univer- 
© fal Lord of the World. Which pro- 
bably induc*d thoſe Eaſtern Magi to at- 
tend the Guidance of that Extraordinary 
Star, that they might find out the Place 
of His Birth. "Theſe Circumſtances were 
generally known: Tf they had not been 
ſo, the Evangeliſt could not have given 
a greater Advantage to the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, than by mentioning them. 
That Star is taken notice of by || Pliny, 

8 EC as 
Mic. v.2, + Lib. 2, J In Vit. Veſp. || Lib, 2. c. 25. 


as exceedingly' B Different Kom a, thit 
had been ever ſeen before: And 
cidins * obſerves; That the Cane 
Aſtronomers infer'd> from it the Deſeent 
of ſome Deity from Heaven, for tlie Good 
of Mankind. Likewiſe thas memorable 
Darkneſs/ of Three Hours, at the Time 
of our SAVITIO URS Crucifixion; is re. 
corded by Heathes Writers '$kill'd in 
Aſeronomy, and of good Note; with 'a 
ſpecial Limitation to the ſame Vear Day 
and Hours; and with this further Re- 
mark, That from the State of the 
Moon at that Time, being then at the 
Full, *twas impoſſible an Eclipſe could 
have happen'd from any Natural Cauſe. 
'Tis alſo very remarkable, That the par- 
ticular Events which attended our S AVI. 
_ ouk's Life and Death, are accurately 
deſcrib'd in the Books of Sacred Pro- 
Phecy, ſeveral Ages before His Manifeſta- 
tion on Earth.“ The + Time of His 
* Appearance, and the || Wonderful Man- 
* ner of it; The 4 Cruel Murder of the 
* Infants; The *,* rich Preſents and 
„Homage of the: > gn Princes; His 
| wt * Flight 


5 Chalc. apud Marſ. Ficin. "I Stella, 5 94 * 
xlix. 10. Dan. ix. 26. FIA | 
Jer. xxxi. 15. „ Pl. Hi te, , 


1 
e 


4 . Flight into „Spe; and. Retz; 
The Preparative Miſſion of St. J oh 
4 the Baptiſt +; The great || Humility 
„ and: Sweetneſs of His Behaviour; His 
“ Extraordinary and Miraculous 4. Heal 
“ ing of Diſeaſes; The ** Meanneſs of 
6“ His Appearance, with the Contempt 
« and Rejection of the Fews upon 
“ that account; His *,* Sufferings and 
„Death for the Sins of Mankind; His 
& being + Betray'd by His o) ri Diſciple, 
„% and ++ Sold for Thirty Pieces of Gil: 
ver, and the Potter's Field purchas d 
44. with the Price of His Blood; His 
& +++ Riding publickly to Teruſalem on 
<« an Aſs's Colt; The || Smiting and 
4 Spitting on His Face; The ||| Scourg- 
« ing and Bruiſing of Ho Body ; The 
q Tr Piercing of His Side; His 4 Suffer. 
_© ing- with Malefactors; The * Vine- 
„ gar which was offer'd Him to drink; 
His Bitter Complaint of Dereliction on 
L the Croſs, + My God, my God, &c. 


and 
| | | | 
* Ho. *k- 1- | 
UL Ha. xl. 2. - 4 Ha. x2xv.3, 6. . hn. I, 
C77 8, Bi.'2, 3. " 1; Var *: 6, 10. 
T Fiat, Xit. 9. H Zech. xi. 12, 13. 
„ + ik £6. lb, lin, 5 
e Zech. x11. 10, 1 In . | 


Z FL -I183, 205 = + PL. — Is 


ſm root 


= _ 15 very Words of the inſulting 
« Jeu, * He truſted in God that He 
a would deliver Fun by Hime: do de- 


: 2 
* 

"ROD * 4 

F 5 ws 


0 Garmeniat' 65 Caſting, Lots: for, His 
« Veſturez/ His Reſurrection from the 
Grave, on the Third Day; and | His 
« ** Aſcenſion into Heaven, and Sitting 
« at. the Right Hand of GOD. All 
theſe Events, with many others, relating 
to the Meſſiab, were clearly foretold by 
the Inſpir d Prophets, in different Ages, 


| and at a. very great Diſtance of Time 


from the Literal Accompliſhment of 
them in the Perſon of Jzsus CHRIST: 
And thoſe Prophetic Writings which 
contain them, have been both care- 
fully preſerv'd, with great Veneration 
and Regard, by the inveterate Enemies 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and are the 
fame which we enjoy at this Day. So 
that it was impoſſible for the Divine 
Providence to have done more. either to 
prepare the Minds of Men for a worthy 
and becoming Expectation of 10 impor- 
tant a Truth; or to excite and encou- 
0 e e 


* Pfal. xxii. 8. t Ib. wer. 18. ll Pſa). xvi. 9, 10 
Ia. xxvi. 19. Hoſ. M. ; als Pſal. Jxviil, 18. 
Iv. cx. 1. © 1 


* It 


rage them unto a thankful Belief and 
obedient Reception of it, when it was 


gompleatly manifeſted. 
TAN the Obſect of Faith = Sal- 


ftom the general Scope of the Sacred 
Writings. Abrabam, that eminent Pat- 
tern and Father of the Faithful, rejoyc'd, 


at ſo great a Diſtance, in a comfortable | 


Proſpe& of the Meſſiah's Manifeſtation; 
as likewiſe, did Jacob Moſes and David : 
And many other holy Prophets and Kings 


deſir'd to ſee that Happy Time, and died 
in the full Aſſurance of its Accompliſh- 


ment. Nor was there any Age without 


ſome, who bare witneſs to this great 


vation was the ſame in all Ages, is plain 


Truth. When the Fulneſs of that ap- 


pointed Time was come, Simeon Anna 


Joſeph of Arimathea, and many other 


Holy Perſons waited, in the ; pious Ex- 
erciſes of Faith and Prayer, for this 


crowning Hope and Conſolation of Iſrael; 
as the great Point wherein all the Te- 
{timonies of Sacred Prophecy did har- 
moniouſſy terminate. And They who 


are moſt unreaſonably Prejudic'd "CE 


the Faith and Doctrines of Chr zſtianity, 
cannot deny but that he moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing 


— 
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— and e Characters 
ol the Meſſiah, upon Sacred Record, do 
all meet together in the Bleſſed Js SUS. 
That He was to be Born of the Seed of 
David, and in the Town of Bethlebem, 
Was plain from the Teſtimony of the 
Prophets, and the general Expectation of 
the Jet. That JEsus was ſo Born, the 
unbelieving Scribes and Phariſees never 
could deny; and their * Taliud ſince, 
| has expreſsly own'd it. The Prophecy 
of Jacob had fix'd the Time of His 
Birth to be, before the Sceptre ſhould de- 
part from the Tribe of Judah : Daniel, 
according to the general Explanation of 
His Myltic Weeks, had deſcrib'd it to be 
within Four Hundred and Ninety Years 
after the Building of the ſecond Temple : 
The Prophets Haggai and Malachi fore- 
told His Coming to that Temple, before 
its Deſtruction: The Prophet Iſaiah ex- 
preſsly declar'd His Appearance and Con- 
verſe in Galilee; that He ſhould enligh- 
ten them with His Heavenly Doctrine, 
and do many wonderful Works there, 
ſuch, as Healing the Sick, giving Sight 
- the . Cc. and yet, that He 


92 ſhould 


Talmud Tra. Sanhed. e. Nigmarhad. 
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ſfhould be deſpis d, rejected, buffeted, 
ſpit upon, and put to Death; gre” He 
ſhould ſubmit to all this crue Uſage 
with the greateſt Meekneſs and Pa- 
tience; and {ſhould bear the Sinus f 
Many, and be numbred among the Tranſ- 
_ greſſors, tho He had no Sin in Himpelf. 
And elſewhere it is Propheſied, That He 
ſhould turn the Heathen from their Ido: 
latry; and to Him ſhould the gathering 
of the Nations be. So that no other 
Perſon but One of the Houſe of David, 
which was then greatly -impoveriſh'd 
and almoſt extinct, Born at that ''ime, 
and in that Place, and anſwering al 
theſe Qualifications, could, with any _ 
Colour of Reaſon, pretend to be the 
Meſſiah : Yet all theſe Circumſtances were 
exactly verity'd in the Perſon Doctrine 
Miracles and Suffer ings of JESUS CHRIST. 
That very many of the Jews were 
convinc'd by His extraordinary Miracles, 
of His being the True Meſſiab, is plain 
from their Forwardneſs to have inveſted 
Him with a Regal Title and Authority ; 
if He had not avoided the Effects of 
their troubleſome. Ignorance, by with- 
drawing Himſelf. They had fondly, and 
without any uy Ground from Holy Scri- 
ban 
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ture, fixd it as an "Eſſential Character 

of che Meſſiah, That He ſhould confer 
on the Jewiſh Nation an univerſal Em- 
pire of the World; and therefore con- 
cluded that all Pretenſions, contrary to 
this favourite Notion, muſt needs be 
falſe. 80 that, upon His | declining all 
Temporal Power. and Grandeur, they 
ſoon chang'd their Acclamations of Ho- 
ſannah to the Son of David, into unani- 
mous Importunities for His Crucifixion: 
Enforcing it with a falſe Shew of Loy- 
alty to Ceſar ; whoſe Yoke they would 
1 fain thrown off, if they could but 
have prevaiPd with Pesus to ſet up the 
Banner of a Temporal Deliverer. That 
it is poſſible for Him to have been an 
Impoſtor, is inconſiſtent with the Rea- 
ſon and Nature of Things. For cer- 
tainly, no Perſon who intended to ſeduce 
Mankind, would have ever taken ſo con- 
trary a Method, as that of enjovning 
Precepts directly oppoſite to the ſtrong 
Propenſions of Fleſh and Blood, and' to 
all the Views of worldly Intereſts; but 
would rather have ſuired Himſelf to the 
general Taſt of Mens corrupt Inclina- 
tions. Nor would any one of ſuch falſe 
and deceiving Aims have. voluntarily ex- 
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o Himſelf to the arcateſt of Hard. 
9 and Indignities; or choſe to be 
a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief, and to lay down His Life for tlie 
general Benefit of others, who were ve- 


ry far from deſerving it; or exposd Him- 


{elf to the moſt exquilitely painful as well 
as ignominious Death, in Hopes of be- 
ing rais'd again Three Days after. TwWas 
doubtleſs a further ſtrong Proof of our 


Saviovuk's Divine Wiſdom and Autho- 


rity, That One of ſo mean a Birth and 


Education, diſcover'd fo exquilite and 
univerſal Knowledge, as to excell the ac- 
quir'd Wiſdom of the Jeu iſb Rabbins, 
and the moſt accompliſh'd Philoſophers; 


at a Time when Learning and Arts were 
in the moſt flouriſhing State : That He 


laid down more excellent Rules of. Life, 


than any of the greateſt Sages had done, 
or the World had ever known: That 
He infus d them ſo powerfully into the 
Minds of mean and illiterate Men, as 
to furniſh them with more of the true 
Knowledge of Gop, of the higheſt End 


of Man, of the Meaſures of Moral Good 


and Evil, of the SouPs Immortality and 


Future Judgment, than the moſt elabo- 


rate Searches of the Wiſe and Learned 


had 


had ever attain 1d to. The e of 
John, That He was the Son of G0 
the Lamb of Gov, that taketh away 
the Sins of the World, and One who 
ſhould baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, was 
to the Fews, who acknowlcdg'd Johr 
to be truly a Prophet, an unexceptionable 
Witneſs. Yet the Miracles which He 
wrought before them in His Father's 
Name, were a much ſtronger Proof of 
His Divine Miſſion and Authority; and 
eſpecially His Reſurrection and Exalta- 
tion to the Heavenly Glory. As our 
Hopes of Eternal Happineſs are chiefly 
founded on Theſe; ſo we have the clear- 
eſt and moft infallible Grounds for a firm 
| Belief and Dependence thereon, that ei- 


ther Human Reaſon could propoſe, . or 


the Divine Providence could impart to 
us. For, left the clear and poſitive Te. 
ſtimonies of the Holy Prophets, or even 
the Promiſe of their Bleſſed Lord Him- 
ſelf, ſhould be inſufficient to comfort and 
ſtrengthen the Faith of His ſorrowful 
Diſciples in this Fundamental Point; He 
compaſhonately condeſcended to the moſt 
unqueſtionable Evidence, even that of the 
Senſes: As if it were deſign'd not only 


tor their Satisfaction, but to cure the 
Win 
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i mes. Firſt” Two of the Heayenly 


5 "Were" ſehr to be Witneſſes,” and to 


give their Teſtimony of the Fact f it ſelf 

hey 'fiw Him , not only Riſen, br Ri: 

Ah : and. contributed thereto by rolling 
away the. Stone from the "Mouth. of the 
Sepulchre. They aſſur'd His Friends, 

who came with a trembling Concern 60 
obſer ve the Event, That He vas not. 
there, but was 5 en. Then ſeveral. of 
them perſonally ſaw Him; and after-, 
wards all His Diſciples together. | They 
convers'd familiarly Vall Him; ate, 
drank and diſcours d with Him 8 really 
as they had done before His Paſſion; "3 


and knew infallibly that it was He Him- 
ſelt, by His Countenance, by His Voice, 
by ihe his ſolid Fleſh with their 


Hands, by ſeeing and feeling the Wounds 
both of the Spear in His Side, and, 
of the Nails in His Hands and Feet, 
wherewith He had been faſten'd to the 
Croſs. The Aſſurance of this Great Ar- 
ticle of their Faith, That IEsus CHRIST, 
the Lord of Life and Glory, was riſen 
from the Dead, had fo deep an Impreſ- 
ſion on the Minds both of them and 


their Followers, that the ſevereſt Tr rous 
bles 
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bles and Perſecutions which. they after- 
wards under went for His Sake, Ae ne- 
ver make them diſo wn, or ſo much as que- 


ſtion the Certainty of it. Ws is therefore, 
beyond any reaſonable 1 0 ua that there 
never was any Matter of Fact, ſince 
the World began „more fully proved, 
by the concurring Teſtimony of fo ma- 
ny Perſons, of unqueſtionable Sincerity, 
not only hazarding but actually laying 
down their Lives in the Defence of it, 
than this has been. But. theſe are not 
the only Proofs of this great Branch of 
the Chr iſtian.. Faith, For our SA VIOUR 
Himſelf has given further Demonſtration 
ol it, ſo fully and powerfully convincing, 
that if neither Angel nor any Human 
Creature had ever ſeen Him ſince His 
Reſurrection, yet Reaſon it ſelf would 
claim an Aſſent to the Truth of it, from 
the exact Accompliſhment of another 
eminent Promiſe. To alleviate the Grief 
of His Diſciples, He had told them a 
little before Hi Paſſion, That when He 
was gone to thoſe Bleſſed Regions from 
whence He deſcended, He would ſend 
them another Comforter, even the Holy 
Stirit : And this He literally fulfilbd, in 
2 Manner ſo viſible, and ſo very extra- 
| * ordinar Y, 
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i that both che ann and 
the Effects of it were obſerv d by a valt 
Concourſe of People, from many remote 
Parts of the World, with. the hit gheſt 
Tranſports of Admiration. Beſde all 
this, we have (as the Author of that 
excellent Epiſtle to the Hebrews affirms) 
the infallible Teſtimony of Gop the Fa- 
ther, the Eternal Fountain of Truth and 
Faithfulneſs; in that He bare witneſs to 
the A poſtles and their Fellow-Planters of 
the 60 O SPEL, with divers Miracles and 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
His own Will, So that every Sermon 
preach d by the Bleſſed A4pgles, and 
thoſe other Primitive Martyrs and Con- 
feſſors; every Miracle they wrought ; 
every Hard ſhip they underwent for the 
Sake of their Heavenly Lord and Maſter, 
and that Holy Goſpel which He had in- 
ſtituted; and eſpecially that Almighty 

Power which accompany'd it, to the ut- 
ter Confuſion of all Oppoſers, and the 
Proſelyting of fo great a Part of Man- 
kind to the Faith and Obedience of it; 
all theſe united Proofs, and corrobo- 
rating Circumſtances amount to a Di- 
vine Demonſtration of the infallible 
Truth of this molt Important and Fun- 
damental 


damental Atl” in our POE Wo This 
« JxsUus CnxisT , having Offer'd 

« Himſelf as the true aud only. Sacrifice 
« for the Sins of Mankind, and fuiſ d 
& the Work of. Redemption on His Croſs, 

« id really, at the exact Time which 
„He had foretold, ariſe from. a State 


« of Death, and thereby exalted the Hu- 
« nan Nature to the Glory Abave; . as 


« the Head of all thoſe that ſhould "obe- 
4 diently believe in Him unto the End of | 
1 the World. 8 Rs Menno, 
Ir * Cicero was io | highly delgbted 
wh the Platonic Doctrine of the Souls 
e as capable of an everlaſt- 
ing Reward tor all pious and vertuous 
AR in this Life ; if theſe Sentiments, 
which were then but. obſcure and im- 
perfect, were the greateſt Comfort of 
his declining Age, and his chief Support 
under all the Viciſſitudes of Temporal 
Things; in ſo much, that he reſolvd to 
ſtick by them, and, tho* they ſhould 
prove uncertain, © had rather err with 
” Plato, in 4 Matter which afforded ſo 
great Conſolation at preſent, than be in 
8 . the 


„ Tuſe, Quaſt. 
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Encouragernent 306 — eb demi 
nently bleſsd with the much clearer Light 
of Evangelica Revtlatiom, and not left 
to our oN. uncertain THoughts in fram: 
ing to ourſelves: weak and unſatisfactory 
Gueſſes about a Future State! We have 
the fulleſt Aſſurance imaginable, and as 
far as a Rational Mind can deſire, That 
our Bleſſed Saviour, on the Behalf of 
all them that truly believe and obey His 
Gos?EL, has made a perfect Expiation 
for their Sins and Guilt, and thereby dif- 
arm*d Death of all its Terror: That 
He has, in His own Perſon, ſanctified 
the Grave, and made it both a ſafe and 
comfortable Habitation to thoſe who Sleep 
in Him; and has, not only, by His own: 
repeated Promiſe, aflur'd them that at 
His next Coming, to make an univerſal! 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh 

ments, their Bodies, which were: fon 
in Corruption, ſhall be raid Immortal 
ard Incorruptible, ſo as to bompleat the 
Happineſs of the whole Man, in a joyful ö 


Nane never to be diſſolv'd; but- has 
N farther 


further 3 Vickers Re 
e TIOn As A fare” Pledge 6f 5 
ching can be ſo powerfuf to 
Fears and moderate the Agonies duch. 
a Proſpect of Diſſolution is df to throw 

weak Fleſh” and Blood into, as ſuch 4 
firm and well-grout nded Belief that rhe 
Mortal Body, which muſt Mortly fall a 
Lump of deſpicable Earth, ſhall riſe 
brighter than any Star of Heaven; and 
ade liłe to the Glorified Bod "of 
Cukisg, ſo as to be for ever avith Him, 
to behold His Glory, and to ſee Him 
He ic. What may abundantly ſatisfy 
every pious and reaſonable Perſon, is, 
That infaite Wiſdom and Power, which 
at firſt gave Being to all Things, have 
undertaken to accompliſh this great 
Work; and tho' we cannot explicitly 
comprehend the Manner How, yet we 
may reſt fully afſar'd that the Thing it 
ſelf ſhall be: For. He ig Faithful whe bus 
Promis d it; and, as He can neither be 
deceiv'd nor deceive Mankind, ſo tis our 
indiſpenſable Duty, and the beſt Homage: 
that we are capable of paying, to believe 
Him on His Word. On this ſure Foun- 
dation, we may therefore ſafely bid De- 
dance to * the * Objections 
Which 


tick: either Rake Wit or e Philoſoply 
can make to the contrary. And if fo; 
then we need not be much Loncern 
That, after a few Days more are paſd 
over our Heads, we muſt leave the plea- 
fant Light of this World, and go down 
into the gloomy Manſions of Death; 
That we muſt ceaſe from all Action Bu- 
ſineſs and Converſation here; be laid 
out of Sight and Remembrance, £ and 
have our Bodies chang'd into Duſt and 
' Rottenneſs. This is indeed a Melan- 
choly Scene to Fleſh and Blood ; and the 
more affecting, becauſe we know tis 
unavoidable, and that a few ſhort Turns 
more in the World, will certainly bring 
us to it. Yet, if we conſider rightly, 
who would be afraid or unwilling, nay, 
who would not be forward to think on 
That which is the neceſſary Way to his 
higheſt Advancement; and to the at- 
taining of theſe glorious Hopes, to which 
all the Care Study and Endeavours of 
his whole Life are, or ought to be prin- 
cipally directed? They who ſtedfaſtly 
believe theſe great and Fundamental 
Truths ; who, by an obedient Faith in 
the ineſtimable Promiſes of the GosyEt 1, 
endeavour uy" to live according to the 

: Rules 


Rules of POR Holy ain ions have great 
Reaſon, during their ſhort Stay in this 
World, to wait with Serenity and Chear- 
fulneſs for that Happy Change, which 
will fix them above all the Dangers 


Temptations and Calamities to which 


they are now expos d, in that moſt de- 
lightful Society of Faſt Men made Per- 
feet; where, Wiſdom Truth and Faith- 
= ſulneſs are the everlaſting Entertainment, 
and All rejoyce in mutual Love. Such 
Views as theſe are ſufficient to inſpire 
them with pure and elevated Affections; 
and to raiſe their Minds ſo powerfully 
above all the little Concerns of this Lite; 
as to be entirely reconcil'd to frequent 
Thoughts of their Diſſolution, eſpecially 


as they apprehend the near Approaches 


of it. But then, How. miſerably. infa- 
tuated, how unkind, how barbarous and 
unaccountably cruel, both to, themſelves 
and to the reſt of Mankind, are They, 


who, againſt the ſtrong Propenſions of Na- 


ture, the Dictates of Reaſon, and the 
moſt encouraging Aſſurance of Divine 
Revelation, endeavour, by all the ſtrain d 
and quibbling Arguments Which their 
wretched Sophiſtry can invent, to rob 
themſelves and others of the tr uelt on 

IOOrt 
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fort and Satisfaction in this Life, and to | 
cut off that Happy Reſerve of an encou- 
raging Proſpect into . 


As to the Spotleſs Purity of our Bleſ | 
fed Saviour's Life, the Sanctifying 
Tendency of His Doctrine, the Certain- 
ty of His many wonderful and inſtan- 
taneous Cures, and His unwearied La- 
bours in doing Good to the Bodies and 
Souls of Men: Theſe, without any Re- 
courſe to the Evangelifts, are ſufficient 
ly atteſted in common Hiſtory, and even 
confeſsd by His greateſt Adverſaries ; for 
His Life was a perfect Mirrour, repre- 4 
ſenting, in the livelieſt Manner, all thoſe 
Divine Graces which were contain'd in 
His Doctrine. His Miracles were pub- 
lic, and well known to the whole Body. 
of the Few; Nation: Eſpecially His 
reftoring the Daughter of Jairus, the, 
Ruler of the Syzagogue ; and the Cen- 
turion's Servant: His railing the Wi- 
dow's Son at Nain: His Healing the 
Impotent Man at the Pool of Betheſda, 
in the Time of the Paſſover, when 
there was the greateſt Concourſe of Peo- 
ple: His Curing a Dropſy in the Houle 
of a Phariſee: His giving Siglit to tlie 

Man 


Man at 
raiſing Lazarus from the Grave and 
His P eeding Fixe Thouſand. With A 


chat ag * Pity Blind : His 


ſmall Pitta 'of Proviſions.” Had the 
Evangeliſts made but the leaſt Slip in re- 
lating theſe, or any other Matters, the 


Captious Phariſees: would certainly have 
taken hold of it, and improy'd it. to the 
utmoſt, Advantage; ; whereas they have 
never yet attempred, in any One Inſtance, 
to contradict thoſe Sacred and Faithful 
Hiſtorians. Jaſephus, tho a great Pa- 
tron of the Jewiſh Religion, i in his Anti- 


quities, written about Forty Years. after 


Susis s Death, ſays, * © About this 
« Time: Iiv'd. one JESUS, a Wiſe Man, 
Gif it be fit to call Him a Man; a 

" „ Worker of Aſtoniſhing Miracles, and 
da Teacher of All that were willing to 
« embrace the Truth.“ And elſewhere, 


in the fame Hiſtory, - he ſpeaks. of His 


Crucifixion ; by Pilate at the Inftigation 
of the Jews, and of His Return to Lite 
the Third Day, and Appearing to His 


Di.-iples, as a Reward of their ſteady 


Affection to Him. And Porphyry, a ſe- 
vere. Enemy to the N after his 
i Account 


| D Antig. Lib, 484 65 2 | od»: & S 10 


1 
$5, 1 
wx? 
. 
2 
47 
- * 
1 
Ne 
l 1 
13 
1 
„„ 
4 
7 7 
4 
i431 
. + 4 
+ RY 
">: 
1% 
"I 
FT 
. =” 
p; 
* * 
o N 2% 
- 
7 
1 
. 
12 * 
e 
1 1 
4 1 
= | # 
4-83 3% 
I 
l 
* ">> 


Sy 1 — 

833 

erer 
2 


1 
1 
ai 
+ 

i 
n ; 

* 

11. 
17 * 
4181 
* 1 
* © - G 

1 
1 
A. 
14 
"+ 

$134 
© 1.3 
4 $4 
FR 
2:47) 
5 8 12. 

* £ 
£5 
1 
. 

11 1 
* 
SY? 
. 

2 

1 

8 
LB 
2, 8 
2H 
© wi 

1 3 
} 1 

1 

2 
2.4 290K 
Ka $9 
$822 
1 "= 
1 
"FE 

90 
£543 

* 
1 

2 

: yy 
2 

i1 9 
2 
0 

L 50 
be l 
$7.54 

2 

Ja 
e 
F 
n 
1 
5 5 
wi 

7 
_ 

z . 
1 
13 
1 K 

} | 0] 

4 12.5 

W. 
7 
& 

x * 

La 

+ 

1 * 

3 

I 

4 

* 

* 

Tos 

No 

if 15 

A” 

1 * 

i= 

Ip 

4 

: 1 

9 

1 

19 


[i 


Cs Sagas — 5 2 


— 
— 7 


1 
"= 
g 4.05 


Hy 


Account of * ul e Oracls I 
into theſe Expreſſions; „ It is won, 
& derful to conſider what T. eſtimony the 
“Gods give to the ſingular Fiery and 
“ Vertue of IE SUSVH; for which the 

« declare Him rewarded with Immorta: 
“ lity :” Yet at the ſame Time he utter: 
ly difowns His Deity. But every One 
who reflects impartially and without Pre. 
judice, on that continu d Series of Won. 
ders from the firſt Planting of the Go: 
sp EIL thro? the whole Progreſs of it, cans 
not but be convinc'd of the infinite Pow. 
er and Wiſdom of its Bleſſed Author, 
The Calling and retaining of His peculiar 
Diſcitles or Apoſtles, is an evident Proof 
of His Divine Knowledge and: Supernatus 
ral Influence upon the Hearts of Men! 
: They were Perſons of different Condi- 
tions and Engagements, in the World: 
Yet upon the firſt Intimation given by, 
Him, they immediately quitted all their 
Relations and Temporal Concerns, to fol- 
low One who had no preſent Rewards to 
give, nor made them the leaſt Promiſe of 
any Advantage in this World; but, on 
the contrary, preach'd to e Self- De- 
nial, e their Croſs daily, and en- 


during 


1 
7 
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nies” all manner of Hardſhips for His 
Sake. One, whoſe Doctrine and Maxims 
were oppoſite to all ſenſual Gratifications, 
- worldly Intereſts, and the pleaſing Charms 
of this Life; as is evident from their 
own Teſtimonics concerning Him.. One, 
altogether Rejected and Deſpis d by the 
Men of higheſt Repute for Learning and 
Wiſdom, and Cenſur'd by thoſe of Rule 
and Authority, as a Dangerous Enemy 
to the State. One, who had no viſible 
Means of Subſiſtence, nor Friends to ſup- 
port Him, nor ſo much as an Houſe to 
put His Head in. Yet notwithſtanding 
all theſe Diſcouragements, They, who 
were before eaſy in their Circumſtances, 
forſook all Temporal Expectations and 
Employments, and adhered to Him with 
great Loſs, Inconvenience, and Danger. 
They continu'd with Him in His Pover- 
ty Reproaches and Afflictions, and were 
ready to loſe their Lives for Him; chooſ- 
ing This, much rather than to forſake 
Him and His Service. Which was ſo 
Wonderful and altogether above Nature, 
that it could be imputed to Nothing but 
the Power and Efficacy of His Heavenly 
Doctrine upon their Minds. ö 


? 
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rn the Bleſſed RFT N 
Mankind appear'd on Earth, * to make 
Reconciliation for Iniquity, 0 to bring 
in Everlaſtins Righteouſneſs ; all Hiſto- 
rians agree, with the Sacred Propheſy, 
That it was a Time of great Tranquility, 
as if an Univerſal Smile had fate on the 
Face of Nature. Horus particularly ſays, 
* + That there was a General Peace, 
© or at leaſt a Truce throughout the 

„ World.” The Divine Wiſdom having 

ſo diſpos'd of Human Affairs, that || the 
Prince of Peace, who was not to oY 
ſerive, nor cry, nor lift up His Voice in 
the Streets, ſhould make His Entrance 
into the World when *twas moſt free 
from the Diſturbance of Wars, Strite, 
++ confuſed Noiſe and Garments rolPd in 

Blood. The firſt Efforts of His public 
Miniſtry very highly ſet forth the Peace- 
able and Reconciling End of His Miſſion. 
They begin with *,* Bleed are the 
poor in Spirit; for FO; is the Ring- 
dom of Heaven Bleſſed are the Peace- 
„ ; for they fall be called the Chik 
arent 


Dan. ix. 24. - 7 Lib, 4. Prope Enem- 
7 Ta. 1x. 6, **. ibid. Xl; 25 $7 76, 1%. fs 
„Matth. v. 3, 9. —- 


dren FGO b. The Coed 1 which 
He had in View, was To bring * Glory 
to Gop in the Þ; gheſt, by the Reconci- 


liation of Fallen Mankind, We Eſtabliſn- 
ing Peace on Earth, aud Good-will both 


towards and among Mex. To this, the 


whole Syſte n of His Heavenly: Precepts 


is admirably ſuited. Had any ſuch ap- 
pear'd in the, Works of Socrates, Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Seneca, or any other of the 
Celebrated Meraliſts, how would the 
World have admir'd and applauded 
them! And why ſhould they be leſs Aw- 
ful or Valuable, when proceeding imme- 
diately from the Eternal Fountain of 
Wiſdom and Truth ? He did not abo- 
liſh or diſpenſe with any Part of the Law 
of Moſes, which was of a Moral or Spi- 


ritual Nature; but fulfill'd, explain'd, en- 


forc'd, and exalted it to the greateſt Per- 
fection. He put an End to the Ceremonial 
Part of it; which conſiſted chiefly in Ex- 
ternal Services, and was not only a Bur- 
then too heavy to be born, but + 4 Sha- 
dow of Things to come; and conſequent- 
ly to ceaſe when the Things, ſo prefigur'd, 


were actually Preſent. Inſtead of which, 8 
He ſubſtituted a Law of ſpiritual and in- 


ward 
* Luke ii. 14. ii Po 
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ward perfection; a Law of Love and 
Liberty, of Purity Humility and Cha- 
rity; common to all Men, and ſuited to 
every Age Place and Nation; a Law ea. 
ſy, plain, and practicable; fitted to the 
Capacities of Mankind, and every Way 
Amiable in it ſelf; in one Word, a Law 
of * Faith working by Love. His Man- 
ner of Reaſoning was always Eaſy clear 
and ſtrong, even when He treated of 
the profoundeſt Myſteries: Nor did 
He, like the Celebrated Orators, comply 
with the Vanity and Corruption of Hu- 
man Nature, by the empty Flouriſhes 
of Rhetoric and the Arts of Inſinuation. 
In the Room of thoſe coſtly and imper- 
fe& Sacrifices appointed by the Law, for 
the Expiation of Sin, He requir'd no 0- 
ther than that much more valuable Sa- 
crifice of an Humble Believing and obe- 
dient Heart; an Univerſal Charity to- 
Wards Mankind; and a lively Faith in 
His atoning Merits, who came into the 
World on Purpoſe to offer His Life a Ran- 
ſom for All. So that the great End which 
He aim'd at, was to make Men truly 
Happy in both Worlds, by fitting them 
for the perfect Service of Gop; that vor 
might 


— —.— o RS eb cd wy on. — 
r * r 


_——— 
CENTS 


TY hg ia, CO CER EDN IE IRE... a>. ab 2 — = — — — 
— ra EI nn —— —ͤ— — oe — — a — —— — ͤ * r ITS 2 — X p + — = — — — CNS = : 
- = — — IE A 7 ==, b : En nr — 5 L * = p N — 5 a 2 rr . 
I — = — 7 a — — === & .. .... I ne” dn one 0 i — — A = 
RC Cu _w_w_x= eg ey rea ren — IG — en — — — — 4 — — — — — —— — — 
2 — — * hs 4 ” — - - — ꝗ6— X — — — -r—_ 
. —— — — a O 5 I — * * a 
0 r 
ol 
* 
% 
oy 1 
* Fl 
7 


. 1 7 "IP ä —ů——— i 2 

< 4 9 r nc ; — — rr res _— COIN * 8 : — — ü —. ——.ͤ — 
""—_ abs 2 SF E 2 —— — . 5 2 
* e e ee eee 2 1B EAGLE AGILE GIS Fee — — „re —_ -— = 6-8 — 6 4 


—¼ —_ 
— — — — 
noe why Hon <n t —— 
* es Eten een — 
——— ——— DD CE —— laden 


- — —  ——— 
” = — —— 
— —_— — 
on, En en reno 
— IRA TI a= 
— 


KEE fd * —— oy 
Chi 3 $14 "3a ee 


2 Cal. v. 6. 


223 


with Rim on 2 has being d. — 
ſenſible of their manifold Infirmities, they 
might learn to ſubdue the Pride and Va- 
nity of their own Hearts; to mortify 
their ſeaſual Appetites, their ſinful Paſs 
ions, and inordinate AﬀeQtions ; to live 
above the World, and all its dangerous 
Temptations, and to raiſe their Souls in- 
to a Divine and Heavenly Frame ; till 
they become fit * to be made Partakers 
of that Glorious and Incorruptible Inhe- 
ritance Above. Such was the Doctrine 
of the Bleſſed IE SUs; and ſuch was the 
peculiar Office of the Promiſed Meſſiab, 
according to the Prophetic Teſtimonies 
of 1 wa any FIR 


As His Colning' t into the World was 
Mean and Obſcure; to teach Mankind 
that they ſhould deſpiſe the Vanities of 
it, and ſeek after a Better: So His Go- 
ing out of it was anſwerable. He ſought 
not His own Glory, but avoided, as 
much as poſſible, the Praiſe and Accla- 
mations of Men ; His Holy Mind being 

Ts intent 


"0. b 15 


. i | 
4 2 4 = "12 BY .. 4 ; * Ps 
| xo | Fm ©, * . 


intent upon the Finiſhing of that Great 
Work wherein He had voluntarily en- 
gag' d. He therefore left the Monuments 
of His Life, Doctrine, Actions, and Suf- 
ferings, to be rais'd by thoſe whom He 
 Thould afterwards qualify for it, by an 
extraordinary Power from on High. Two 
of theſe Evangeliſts were of His Select 
Apoſtles, and Eye-Witneſſes of the Mat. 
ter which - they committed to Writing, 
The other Two, were Faithful and Emi- 
nent Dz/ciples, who wrote what they 
had receiv'd from the Apoſtles : And, tho? 
their Narratives were compos'd at diffe- 
rent Times, and great Diſtance of Place, 
they perfectly agree in every Thing that 
is Subſtantial or Material. Theſe Writings 
they publiſh'd whilſt a great many were 
living who ſaw and remember'd the Facts: 
Which are fo expreſsly mention'd, with 
the Particulars of Time Place and Per- 
ſons, that if there had been the leaſt. Fal- 
ſity or Miſtake, *rwould have been eaſy 
for the watchful Enemies of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion to have diſprovd them. 
Their conſtant Preaching was exactly 
agreeable to what they wrote z and they 
laid down their Lives in the Juſtification 


of it. They did not conceal or leſſen the 
| Faults 
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Faults and Failings of the Apoſiles ; : 
ſuch as might be thought to A 


them. They mention the frequent Rebukes 


of CHRIST, for their Miſapprehenſions; 
their raſh- Propoſal of Fiery Revenge on 
a Samaritan Village; their Want of 
Faith, and the Dulnels of their Under- 
ſtanding : Particularly, the Unbelief of 


Thomas, the Ambition of Fames and John, 


and the Emulation of them All. As a 
farther Proof of Sincerity ; they ſpar'd not 


themſelves, nor their more particular 


Friends. St. Mark, who was Fellow-La- 
bourer with St. Peter, and from whoſe 
Dictates he is thought to have compild 
his Goſpel, is moſt full in relating that 
Apoſile's Denial of his Maſter ; and moſt 
ſparing in the Account of his Repenrance. 
And St. Lake, who was the Companion 
of St. Paul in propagating the Gos vEL, 
has recorded his Diſſenſion with Barna- 
bas, and the Part he acted in the Mur- 
ther of Stephen. So that it is evident 
they made Conſcience of concealing any 
Part of the Truth, of ſhewing the leaſt 
Partiality in What they had undertaken. 
Theſe Writings were carefully perus'd, 
and in a ſpecial Manner approv'd by the 


Apdſiles; and univerſally receiv'd for 
> unden 
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undoubted Truth, by the whole Chriſti 
an Church in chat Age; many of whom, 
were well-acquainted with the Particu- 
lars contain'd in them. Authentic Co- 
Pies were diſpers'd into numberleſs Hands, 
and preſerv'd with the utmoſt Care, and 
with ſuch Reverence as was due to the 
Word of Gop. They were. read and 
expounded in the public Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians, in all Countries : So that we 
may be aſſur'd they could ſuffer no Ma- 
terial Corruption; ſince the Multitude of 
Copies then extant, muſt have diſcover'd 
any, even the leaſt Variation; and the 
Writings of thoſe Learned Fathers, which 
quoted them, in the firſt Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church, plainly ſhew that they 
were the very ſame with thoſe which are 
in our Hands at this Day. When any 
perverſe Men advanc'd New Opinions, 
contrary to the Uniform Doctrine of the 
Church; Appeal was conſtantly made 
to theſe Sacred Writings, as the Common 
Standard of Faith: All falſe Gloſſes and 
forc'd Interpretations were cenſur'd and 
forbidden to be receiv'd; andno Doc- 
trines or Opinions were eſteem'd Ortho- 
dox, but as they agreed with this Rule. 


As 
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As to that Great and malt important 
Article of our Bleſſed Saviour's Re- 
ſurrection, on which the Efficacy of His 
Miſſion and Doctrine eminently depends: 
Tis impoſſible for any Thing to be more 
ſtrongly and irrefragably, prov'd for the 
| Reaſonable Satisfaction of Mankind. Jo- 
ſephas, in the Place before mention'd, 


owns it as the general Belief of all Sober 


and Conſiderate Perſons at that Time. 

The abſurd Fiction, of His being ſtollen 
away, was ſo groſs, that even the Wiſer 
Sort of the Fews ſoon gave it up; and 
our Modern Unbelievers are aſham'd to 
have Recourſe to it. Beſide the utter 
Improbability, that they, who fled at His 
being Apprehended, and were afterwards 


overwhelm'd with Fear and Grief, ſhould 


havethe Courage to make ſuch an Attem pt 
againſt Armed Soldiers; *tis impoſſible 
that the Poſſeſſion of His Dead Body 


could have afforded them any Conſola- 


tion; or that they ſhould afterwards, 


with ſo much Undaunted Courage and 


Joyful Tranſport, expoſe themſelves to 
the Rage of the Jews, and even to Death, 
if their Hope in His Promiſe, which gave 
the only Life to their Deſponding Spirits, 
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had been fruſtrated. But He ſoon made 
good what He had ſo often Promig'd, 
by Appearing to them in His proper Hu- 
man Body. To Mary Magdalene, and 
other Devout Women, who came earlieſt 
to the Sepulchre ; whoſe Report made lit. 
tle or no Impreſſion on the Dejected 
Minds of the Apo//les. Then, to Simon 
Peter, and to the Two Diſciples going to 
Emmaus. Afterwards, to the whole Body 
of the Apg/7les, privately aſſembled, with 
the Door ſhut, for Fear of the Fews : 
And He appeal[d to the Evidence of their 
Senſes as well as their Faith; in ſo much, 
that Thomas, the moſt Diffident, fell into 
this rapturous Acknowledgment, My 
Lord, and my God. Likewiſe, to Pe- 
ter and John, and other Diſciples, at the 
Sea of Tiberias. To the Eleven Apoſtles 
upon Mount Tabor ; and to an Hundred 
and Twent), conſiſting of His Apoſtles 
Diiciples and Friends, who ſaw Him af- 
cend to Heaven in the ſame Human Body, 
from the Mount of Olives. In this laſt 
St. Lake is ſo particular, in ſetting down 
the very Words ſpoken by ]xsUs before 
His Aſcenſion, with the Manner of it ; 
their looking ſtedfaſtly aſter Him, till 


8 Cloud intercepted their Sight; the Ap- 


pearance 
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pearance of Two Angels, and their Te- 
ſtimony concerning His future Return 
from Heaven; together with the Con- 
duct of that great Body of Chriſtians 
when they came back to Jeruſalem; 
That if he had err'd in any Part of His 
Repreſentation, twould have been Eaſy 
for their Enemies to have made great 
Advantage of it: And He well knew 
that they were Spiteful and Vigilant 
to catch at all Opportunities for expoſing 
that Religion which they were beat to 
extirpate. He had therefore juſt Reaſon 
for aſſerting * That Jes Us ſhewed him- 
ſelf alive after his Paſſion, by Many in- 
fallible Proofs ;, being ſeen for Forty Days, 
and ſpeaking of the Things pertaining 
to the Kzngdom of GO p: Since there 

were ſo Many proper Witneſſes of it, 
of unqueſtionable Credit and Sincerity ; 
Perſons, whoſe only Comfort in this 
World, and Expectations in the Next, 
depended upon the Certainty of it : So 
that they were oblig'd to take - the 
greateſt Care, not to be impos'd upon 
themſelves, and could not poſhbly have 
any Temptatioa to impoſe upon Others. 

| 2 Beſide ; 
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Beſide; The Certainty of theſe grea 
Events is ſtrongly prov'd by the Aden 
and amazing Change in their Condu& 
upon this Occaſion. The ſame Perſons, 
who had before ſhut Themſelves - up, 
for Fear of the Tews Reſentments, now 
appear'd openly, and, with the greateſt 
Preſence of Mind, proclaim'd this Re- 
farreftion to the World, and even to the 
Face of the Chief Rulers at Jeruſalem; 
aſſerting that They had ſeen and con- 
vers'd with their Bleſſed Lord and Ma 
ſter, as formerly; that they were in- 
diſpenſably Bound to preach Salvation 
in His Name; and were ready to ſa- 
crifice their Lives in the Defence of his 
Doctrine: So that Light and Darknels 
are not more contrary to each other, 
than the Conduct of theſe Apoſcles Was, 
to what They had ſhewn but a little 
before. Upon this Aſtoniſhing Turn, 
Pilate, after ſtrict Examination, got the 
Whole Truth out of the Guard; who 
confeſsd the Opening of the Sepulchre 
by the Earthquake; the viſible Riſing 
of JESUS; their own Terror and Con. 
fternation; and the wicked Bribery of 
the Jewih Rulers. Theſe Particulars 
He tranſmitted to the Emperor Iiberius: 
* 1 On 
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On whom they made ſuch Impreſſion, 
that he communicated them to the 
Senate, and mov'd for a Decree, That 
sus ſhould be admitted into the 
Number of the Roman Gods. And, up- 
on the Senate's Refuſal, he, not only 
expreſs d his Reſentment, but gave Li- 
berty for All to Believe in JESUS; and 
forbad all his Officers, on Pain of Death, 
to moleſt Any Such, for their Affection 


and Zeal to that Name. Tertullian, 


in his Apology, aſſerts this from his 
own Knowledge; who, being a Man of 
Note and Intereſt at Rome, took his Ac- 
ccount from the Publick Records: And 
Hegeſippus, another ancient Writer, 
agrees with him in the ſame Nar- 
rative. 


Bor there is Nothing, in which the 
Victorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 
the infinite Wiſdom and Power, and 
the Unchangeable Love Truth and 
Faithfulnefs of the Bleſſed and Gracious 


REDEEMER, are more conſpicuous, : 
than in the Tender and Provident Re- 


card which He ſhew'd for the Weak 
Helpleſs 
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Helplefs and Infant State of His Church, 
immediately after His Return to The 
Heavenly Glory. | Ne otwithſtanding 'the 
great Advantages of His Converſation 
and Divine Inſtructions, for above Tliree 
Tears, the Apoſtles themſelves were, as 
yet, weak in Air Judgments and Ap. 
prehenſions, as to the Great Affairs of 
His Kingdom; and had their Expecta- 
tions too much turn'd towards a'Peace- 
able and Flouriſhing State of it in 
this World: As appears from that 

over- curious and unſeaſonable Queſtion, 
* Lord wilt Thou, at this Time, reſtore 
the Kingdom to Iſrael? Vet, in Obedience 
to His Command, They returned to 
Jeruſalem, and continued together in 
Prayer; waiting for the Accompliſhment 
of His Promiſe. Their outward State 
Was altogether helpleſs and diſconſolate: 
The Name of JESUs was hated and 
deſpis d: The People were inveterately 
ſet againſt them; and they had neither 
Wealth to ſupport themſelves, nor Friends 
to countenance and aſſiſt them: So that 
there was all the viſible Proſpect of their 


Hs under Poverty and Diſtreſs; be- 
l f 8 
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fide their being expogd to the perſecu- 
ting Malice of the Fews. But, within 
Ten Days after their Lo x Þ's Aſcenſion, 
He fulfilled His Gracious Promiſe of 
| ſending the Divine Comforter, the Ho Lx 
GuosrT, in a viſible Extraordinary and 
Miraculous Manner. This fill'd their 


| Hearts with Gladneſs, and their Mouths 


with Praiſe; baniſh'd all their Fears; 
and inſpir'd them with an invincible 
Courage to preach openly to the World; 

and to deſpiſe all manner of Danger N 
whereunto they might be expos'd. Tho? 
| they were Men of low Capacities, and 
| wanted thoſe Embeliſhments of Learns 
ing which Mankind are wont to value 
and admire: yet this Defe& was abun- 
dantly overballanc'd by an inſtantaneous 
Gift of Tongues, which enabled them to 
| converſe with People of all Nations in 
| their ſeveral Languages, to the great 

Aſtoniſhment of the Hearers; who look d 


upon it as Miraculous, and altogether 


above the Power of Nature. Nor was 
this all; but they were endu'd with ex- 
traordinary Gifts of Knowledge in the 
ſublimeſt Myſteries; of Penetration into 
the Hearts of Men; of Propheſy, to fore- 


ſee a Things; ; of Wiſdom, to inſtru. 
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the Ignorant, and to convinee or ſilenee 
their Adverſaries; and ef working Mi- 
racles, to confirm the Truth of their 
Doctrine. All theſe ſurpriſing Matters 
of Fact were ſeen, obſerv'd, and ac- 
| knowledg'd by vaſt Numbers of People; 
not only Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, but 
Jews afſembl'd at that Time from many 
remote Parts of the World; whoſe Cu- 
rioſity led them to be Eye Witneſſes of 
an Event ſo extraordinary: Nor was the 
leaſt Part of it ever contradicted, either 
by Fewiſh Writers, or any other of the 
Enemies of Chriſtianity. A further emi- 
nent Proof of that Divine Power by 
which they were animated, appear'd in 
the full Conviction of Three Thonſand 
 Fews by one plain Diſcourſecof St. Pe- 
ter's; fo as to lay aſide their former 
Prejudices, and joyn themſelyes to the 
Chriſtian Church; embracing with great 
Affection that Religion which they had 
before rejected and violently oppogd. 
Such was the Increaſe of this Little Flock, 
ſo mean and deſpicable in its firſt Ap- 
pearance, that *tis obſerv'd by * Heather 
Hiſtorians, withia Forty Years after the 
Er, eg eee 
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World were full of Chriſtians. And yet 
the ruling Powers were then ſo far from 
contributing to this Wonderful Increaſe, 


that they labour'd; by all the Methods 


of Violence and Cruelty, to prevent it: 
Inſomuch that the Converts to this nat 
gion, had no other Views as to this World 

than the Hazard. of their Eaſe, and Gf 
every Thing that was valuable, with 


their Lives too; which they generally re- 


ſign'd, not only with Patience, but with 
the greateſt Tranſports of Joy. Thus 

the Bleſſed IE SUs, by a Doctrine which 
was contrary. to Fleſh and Blood, and to 
all the Gratifications of this Life, made a 
greater Conqueſt upon the Flearts of 
Men, than all the Monarchs upon Earth 
erer did by the common Allurements of 
Wealth Honour or Power. All which 
He effected by mean and deſpicable In- 
ſtruments; whom He enabled to ſur- 
mount all Difficulties, and to baffle. the 
utmoſt Policy Oppoſition and Malice of 
the whole World. Their Miracles, their 
Preaching, and their Lives, plainly. ap- 
pear'd to be the Credentials of Heaven : 
So that they ſubdu'd the Great without 
5 Power, and the Men of chief Repute for 
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Ac cox DING to he e Prophecitep o 


tlie O7 Teſtament, the Melſiab promiſed 
to the Feros, was to riſe again from the 
Dead. To Theſe therefore St. Paul al. 


ludes, when He declares it an Eſſential 


Part of the Goſpel which he preach'd, 


That * Cur 1sT died for our Sins, 

was Buried, and roſe again the Tk 
Day according to the Scriptares; 5 and . 
thereby gave the moſt convincing Proof 
of that Almighty Power, by which 
He will raiſe all Mankind, Holy Fob 
ſeems to have had a full dane of 


This, and to have counted it an over- 


ballance to all His Calamities. + IEA 


| (fays He) that my REDEEMER Hiveth, 


aud that He ſhall ſtand at the Lane 
Day upon the Earth: And He adds, 


Ty after my Skin Worms deſtroy this 


Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall T ſee Gov. 
This was likewiſe the Principal Drift of 
that eminently inſpir'd Ning and Prophet, 
| Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell 
[Or i in the Grave, as the Original Word 
ignthes] 


*. T7 Cor. xv. 3, 4. 


T Job ir. 2x5 + . 
Plal. xvi. 10. ws 
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89188 or ſuffer Thine Holy One; to, 
ſee Corruption. Which Words are hy all 


Interpreters applied to the Death and Re- 
ſiurrection of IESus CurisT, of whom 
David Was an eminent Type: For they 
neither Were fulfilled in him, nor could 
be limited to him. He indeed mentions 
his Hope in God, that he would at length 
deliver him from his great Diſtreſſes, and 
not ſuffer him to periſh under Them: 3 
But then he was carried by a Spirit of 
Propheſy, to expreſs himſelf in much high- 
er Terms than could poſſibly relate to 
his own perſon, vis. a Reſurrection from 
Death ſo ſpeedy as that the Body ſhould 
5 putrify: Whereas he himſelf died, and. 
as gather'd to his 1 and . 
22 Corruptiom; as * St, Paul has ob- 
ſervd from this Place, when he applies 
it to Our SaviouR's Reſurrection, as 
being compleatly verified in him. I St. Pe- 
ter likewiſe, in that memorable and 
moſt convincing Diſcourſe to the Jews, 
which gain'd ſo vaſt a Number of Con- 
verts has ſo explain'd and applied it. 
Very remarkable alſo is that Paſſage of 
Sacred 1 denoting the Reſurrec- 
tion 
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tion n OS ah? „Him, of at 
the Faithful, — * Thy Dead Men ſpall 
live; together with my Dead Body ſhall 
T bey ariſe: Awake and ſing. Ve that 
dwell in the Duff. For, beſide the ge- 
neral Reſurrection at the Laſt Day, to 
| which this ſeems more eſpecially to rele, 
2*twas eminently verified in the 
ſurrection of thoſe Holy Perſuns who, T 

cCording to the Teſtimony of the En. g 
iſts, were releas'd from their 


the Time of Our Saviouk's Death, 
and, after appearing to their. intimate 


Friends, were tranſlated into the Mankſi- 
ons of Glory. And as nothing can be 
more unqueſtionable than that the Dif 


ciples and others immediate Attendants 


of their Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, had 
the moſt convincing Evidence and the 


fulleſt Aſſurance of theſe extraordinary 


Events: So there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 


imaginable to believe that SI were very 
ſincere and faithful in the Declarations 
which they have left to the World con- 
cerning them. For they were Men of 
reat Flainnef and ee, ity, and acknow- 
2 gd their own b in being back- 
ward 


Lai. XXvi. 19. 


ward to — — this Great Article; « on 


which all their Comfort and Hopes were 
founded, till they had the moſt clear and 
infallible Proof of it. That they did af- 


terwards firmly believe it, from ſuch 


Demonſtrations as could not poſſibly 


deceive them, is moſt certain; What 
other Reaſon can be given tor their un- 


daunted Boldneſs in owning Him after 
he was Crucified and Dead; who had all 


appear'd ſo full of Fear at his being ap. 


prehended, as to flee and leave Him alone 
in the Hands of His Enemies ? Even that 
timerous Apoſtle, who had ſhamefully 
difown'd Him at the Challenge of a 
| Maid-Servant, tells the, Chief Rulers of 
| the Jetws'to their Faces * that God had 
raiſed Him up whom they had crucified ; 
and thre Faith in Him was that Miracle 


wrought on the impotent Man, which 


they then beheld with the utmoſt Aſto. 
niſhment. What could make them fo 


induſtrious. to propagate the Doctrine 


and Reſurrection of CHRIST, if they 
had not the fulleſt Aſſurance of the Truth 
of it themſelves? How could they think 
to convince the obſtinate Fews that he 


Ads iv. 10. 
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Power to raiſe Himſelf from "the Dead, 
could alſo make all Difficulties flee 


5 or he: 9 ſhwld. 81 in 
Him, whom the People of his own Na- 
tion had rejected deſpis'd- and deliver'd 
up to the vileſt and moſt ignominious 


Death? Certainly they could not, with 


any Reaſon, hope to ſucceed in this Un- 


without a mighty and even 


1 Divine Encouragement, drawn from 
the Certainty of His Reſurrection; and 


an unſhaken Faith, that He, who had 


before them, and crown their faithful 


Labours with: Succeſs: Nothing ſhort of 
ſuch Aſſurance could have enabPd them 


to perſiſt with ſuch unwearied Diligence 


and Firmneſs of Reſolution, in bearing a 


Teſtimony which They found the World 


ſo unwilling to believe; and the malici- 
ous Jews ſo violently bent to root out 
by the ſevereſt Perſecutions. When the 


ſaw St. Stephen furiouſly ſton'd to Death; 
St. James, one of their own ſelect Num- 


ber; ſlain by the Sword; St. Peter im- 


priſon'd, and N for the Slaughter; il 
| _ 


141 
and had reaſon every Ohe df them tb 
expect the ſame Uſage; Fleſh and Blood, 
and the greateſt Strength of mete Hu- 
man Reſolution, without the aſſiſtance of 
a Divine and Victorious Faith, muſt needs 
have ſank under it. But they willingly 
ſubmitted to * Stripes above meaſure, 
to cruel Moc kings and Impriſonments; 
and to paſs their Time in 22 and 
Painfulneſs, in M. atchings often, in Hun- 
ger and Thirſt, in Col and Nakedneſs : 
Eſteeming it their higheſt Honour and 
Happineſs t know CurisT' ia the 
Power of His Reſurrection, in the Fellows 
ſhip of His Sufferings, land to be made 
conformable to His Death. Thus they 
were || Crutified to the World, and the 
World to them; and they ** counted not 
their Lives dear unto them, 10 as to come 
ia competition with their Duty, and the 
Love which they bore to their Bleſſed Ma- 
/ter ; that they might ui their Courſe 
with Toy, aud the Tomb which they 
bad received from Him. All this amounts 
to an invincible Proof both of the Strengtlt 
of their Faith, and the Sincerity of thoſe” 


Decking Which they made of it to the E 


* 2 Cor. xi. 68, 26, 20. 3 "0 Phil. ill. 1 19, 
q Gal. vi. „ TY Acts XX. 24. | | 8 
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World. But, belde weſe; Things; they 
ou (as, I: before bbs Vd). the ho 


** * - F 


Heaven , 4 ys" the Unc queſtionable 7 Ter 
ſtimony of GOD Himſelf to the Truth 
of their Divine Meſſage, in the many 
Miracles which they wrought; ; ſuch as 
le. the Sick, ſtriking ſome with ſud- 
oa, Death, others with. e and 
railing, the ! Dead to Life. tis obs 
Kira, 95 ag "theſe Wang were 
wrought among the people, and not 
done in ſecret; not before a Few, 
but before a vaſt Multitude; not on- 
ly in the Preſence and Sight of thoſe 
who were their Friends, and Favourers 
of the GosrEL which they preached; 
but in the View of its bittereſt Enemies; 
Who watched all Opportunities to dif- 
päarage it, and yet were forced to ac: 
knowledge theſe corroborating Matters 
of Fact. They added a further Credit to 
their Teſtimony, by ſhewing that *rwas 
in all Things perfectly agre able to the 
Writings of tbe Late amd the Rropbets 5/ 
Wherein all thoſe Wonderful Events had 
been -foretold. If they had advanced 
any thing contrary” to that Divine Stan- 
dard 73 1 r bn or. endeavoured to pro- 
| mote 


mote the own Hoch or Advantage, 
they might juftly have been rejected as 
Deceivers, by the Fewiſh Law. But 
they always refus'd the Honour which 
the World would have given them upon 
the account of their Miracles, and afcrib- 
ed whatſoever was done by their Means, 
to the Name and Power of JESUS CHRIST. 
What added a Luftre to their Miracles, 
was, that none of the Deceits of Magic, 
which were then very rife among the 
Gentile World, nor the Practiſers of that 
Diabolical Art could ſtand before them. 
Simon Magus, by thoſe Practices, had fo 
far deluded the Citizens of Samar is, that 
they imagin'd them to have proceeded 
from * the great Power of GOD: But 
when Philip came, and . tlie 
Gos?EL among them, confirming his 
Doctrine with real Mhracks, A r fac 
as were viſibly wrought by a Divine 
Power ; they ſoon caſt off the Impoſtor, 
and with great Joy embrac'd the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine and Faith; and even tlie 
Sorcerer himſelf became a Convert to it. 
St. Paul like wiſe encountring with Elymas, 
another Sorcerer at Cyprus, and being 
ae provok d by his Oppoſition to the 


* Gosebr, 
e e vill 10. 


of Beit 
my O D with 


Mo ospE EL, "Uhreartit him fro 


; immediate Blindneſs ; which was inflicted 
on him in that very inſtant. So far did the 
Preaching and Miracles of the Apoſtles 


prevail againſt thoſe Deluſions of the De- 


vil, and ſo powerfully convinc'd the Prac- 
titioners in that Wicked Art, * that they 


brought forth their Books, which had 
been accounted of great Value; and pub- 
lickly burnt them. That theſe were real 
Matters of Fact, is beyond all reaſona- 
ble Queſtion : Since, if they had been 
otherwiſe, nothing was more eaſy than 
to have diſprov'd them, and thereby to 

have diſparag'd the whole Credit of Chri. 
fiianity. But, beſide theſe great and un- 


_ deniable Inſtances of a Divine Power at- 


tending the Bleſſed Apoſzles; the Purity 
of their Doctrine and the exemplary 
Courſe of their Lives, who with great 


exactneſs practis d what they taught, had 


a mighty influence upon their Succeſs: 


For their Miracles, their Inſtructions, and 


the conſtant Tenor of their Lives being 
perfectly agreeable in all Things, were 
of great Force to ſtrengthen and recom- 
mend each other. And it cannot reaſon- 
ably be imagin'd, even by thoſe who are. 

. „ . hes 


0 


, Acts xix. 19, 


_ prone to mak W. Obhections that 
Go», would ſo eminently have vouch- 
ſafed them His immediate Power AL 
ſiltance and Bleſſing, if they had gone 
about to impoſe a1 Falſity on the Wald: 
For * is Inconſiſtent with the inſepa- 


Ty is 1 Eter 55 Fountain of 5 0 uth 
and Holineſs, and has proposd the un- 
changeable Rectitude of His Moral, Per- 
fections as a Rule and Pattern to all Res- 


ſonable Creatures. 


ITI AT - Memorable intance of St. Pau, 
if conſider'd ſingly, is ſufficient to convinge 
every conſiderate and unprejudiced Perſon, 
of the Eternal Deity and infinite Power of 
J=ssvs CHRIS, and of the Divine Au- 
thority of His Doctrine. When he Was 
going to Damaſcus, in the full Career of 

His Perſecuting Zeal, prompted more by 
his own Inclinations than by the High 
Prieſt's Commiſſion, he was ſuddenly 
ſtop'd by an amazing Light from Hea. 
ven *, which exceeded the Brightneſs of 
the Ses and by an audible Voice, ex- 


poltulating with him, in the Hebrew 
1 : Tongue 


> - xxvl. 13, 14. Lid. Chap. ix. 3, to the 1th 
Verſe. | 4 | 
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3 upon ths Reſlmeſs as his Un 

dertaking, and directing him, as to his 
Future Conduct. His Companions heard 
the Voice, were ſtruck down by the Light 
as well as he, and, when recovered rn 

their Fright and Amazement, led h 
Blind into the City. Thus far they were 


Witneſſes of an Event altogether aſto- 
niſhing in itſelf: And the Change which 


immediately follow'd, in the Temper of 


his Soul, and in his devoting himſelf to the 
Service of that Religion which he had 
ſo violently hated and oppos d, very ſoon 


_ appear'd to all Men; and plamly ſhew'd 


his intire Obedience to that Extraordi- 
nary Divine Call. His ſucceeding La- 
bours, unparallePd Sufferings, indefatiga- 
ble Travels, and wonderful Succeſs in 
Propagating the Chriſtian Faith, and con- 
futing the moſt Learned Oppoſers of it, 


were fo univerfally known; not only” 


chroughout Judæa, but in the chief Ci- 
ties of Syria, Lyconia, and of Greece, and 


eſpecially at Rome; that, if thoſe Sacred 


Monuments of them, recorded by St. Luke, 
had not been exactiy true, 'tis moſt cer- 
tain That the Fews, thoſe reſtleſs” and 
avow'd Enemies to him and to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, would not have ſlip'd ſuch 

| | all 


an Opportunity of PT the e Cre 


dit of it before all Mankind. To i | 


which might be added, the Dreadful 
Calamities of that perverſe and obſtinate 
Nation; foretold them, in the moſt pa- 


thetical Manner, by the Bleſſed IESus, 


the Heavenly Miniſter of Peace and Love, 

at a Time when they were in perfect 
Amity with the Romans, and ſeem'd moſt 
ſecure from any ſuch Danger; and aſter- 
wards literally fulfill'd, within the Space 


of an Age, to their utter Deſolation, and 


- Diſperſion into all Countries over the 


Face of the whole Earth; as the juſt 


Conſequence of that Horrid Imprecation, 
His Blood be on us, and on our CHUQrem. 
And now, will any of our Modern Sce 

tics be ſo Hardy, and ſo devoid of com- 


mon Reaſon, as to queſtion the Certain- 


ty of all thoſe Great and Wonderful 
Events, relating to the Plantation and 
Happy Progreſs of Chriſtianity; which 
are prov'd by much ſtronger and more 
unexceptionable Evidence than any other 
Hiſtorical Matters, fo Ancient, through- 


out the World? Or, if they ſhould 


vouchſafe their Aſſent to the Truth of 
them; will they dare to impute Things 
ſo Excraordinary, and above the common 
| Courls 
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Courſe? of Nature and Providence, to 
the Power of Enthuſiaſm ? Could That, 
have enabled thoſe Weak and Helpleſs 


Inſtruments to work ſuch Miracles as 


the World had never | ſeen, before = 


Appearance of Cux1sT on Earth; to 
confound the Wiſdom of 'the moſt Lb: 
ed Philoſophers; to overthrow Idolatry, 


and to triumph over all the Powers of 


Darkneſs, by the ſingle Name of their 


Bleſſed Lord and Maſter? Will they cen- 


ſure St. Paul for an Enthuſiaſt; who, 
with the greateſt Temper Prudence and 
Conduct, and with the ſtrongeſt Rea- 


ſoning, was too Hard for all his Learn. 
ed Jewiſh Opponents; for the Oratory 


of Tertullus, and the moſt Celebrated 


| Diſputants at Athens, the Chief Seat of 


Learning and Science at that Time in 


the World? Will they charge the in- 
finite Number of Converts, in all Places 


and Countries; the whole Provinces and 
Kingdoms, and, even, the Romas Em- 
pire, with Euthuſiaſm; for embracing 
the Faith, and ſubmitting to the Laws 
of a Crucified Saviour; who had fo 


clearly manifeſted the Happy End of His 


Wonderful Humiliation, as abſolutely ne- 
cry for the Reconciliation and Final 
Ha ppineſs 


Happineſs: of Mankind: il hon cents 


ſure as Enthuſiaſts, ſuch Vaſt and Num- 
berleſs Bodies of Men, planted in diffe- 
rent and remote Countries, and living in 


the moſt orderly Subjection, in all Tem- 


poral Matters, to the Civil Powers which 
they were under; and in Spirituals, to 


the Delegates of their Supreme La- 


0 acting in Purſuance of the Holy 


ules vreſerity d by Him? ?Twould much 
better become thoſe  Unreaſonable Ca- 
villers, to confeſs their groundleſs Preju- 
dices ; and, with Modeſty and Thankful 
neſs, to ſubmit to the Gracious Methòds 
of the Divine Wiſdom and Love, in re- 


vealing to Mankind the my me and 
Means of Salvation. 4 Fane 


"Pa. R, whatever ſuch unhappy Tn: 
may fondly. think of their own Caſe, tis 
certain, That their Minds are infected 


with as much more Dangerous a Lepro- 
ly than that of Na mafu's Body, as they 
exceed him in Pride and Obftinacys- Ho 


| indeed prefer'd the Rivers of Damaſcus, 
Abana aud Pharphar, before the Waters" 
of Iſrael; and angrily heſitated a while 
at the Inſpir'd Direction: But, upon ſe- 


cond Thoughts, he relented, obey d and 
9 found 
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Hund his Cure. Whereas theſe, not only 
prefer the Rivers of Greece and Rome, the 
Fine Flouriſhes and Elo uent Diſcourſes 
of the Old Philoſophers, before the Wa- 
ters of Life, 7. e. Thoſe -Holy Rules of 


Son Wane ire Lo as Uh 2 — - — 


Faith and Practice, which were given 
by Divine Inſpiration, and fancy them 
better ſuited to reſtore and perfect Hu- 


man Nature; but alſo reſolutely perſiſt 


in their unhappy « Choice, tho it be ap- 
parently the Reſult of affected Ignorance 
and wilful Perverſeneſs: : For, in the Sa- 
cred Writings are contain'd the only per- 


fe Rules for Moral Duties, as well as 


thoſe Supernatural Doctrines which are 


neceſſary to be known and believ'd in 


rder to Salvation. ?Twere greatly to be 
wiſh'd that Moral Vertue had more ſin- 
cere Admirers, and were more generally 
courted and practisd by Mankind: Vet, 


i we fairly trace this Sort of Advocates 


for it, we ſhall find none in Reality 
greater Strangers thereto ; None more 
Diſſolute, and intirely given up to the 
Debaſing Pleaſures and "Gratifications of 
Senſe. Bur, ſuppoſing the Beſt that can 


be imagir'd, J. e. That the Aims and 
Actions of this Sort of Men were truly 
ſincere and eg. and their Argu- 


ments 


07 Deiſh = 


ments for the All- ſufficiency if 
Reaſon were never ſo fine, ſmootli, and 
plauſible; ſince they boldly ftrike at the 
only Foundation' and Bleſſed Medium of 
our Pardon Peace Acceptance and Re- 
conciliation with' Go D, by effacing that 
Fundamental Article of His Divine Ef- 
ſence and Eternal Deity, on which the 
Vertue Fulneſs and infinite Merits of His 
Sacrifice, with the Efficacy of His Inter- 
_ ceſſion, immediately depend, and exalt- 
ing a Natural Light in Oppoſition there- 
in ſuch Dangerous Seducers, beſide 
the Legal Cenſures to which they are 
liable, ought to bear a Brand of = 
lic Infamy in the gener al Eſteem of 
Mankind; that their Converſation may 
be avoided, or, at leaſt, guarded againſt, - 
With as much Care as the Infection of a 
Peſtilential Air. 


Tuosk Unhappy and Deluded Ger 
ſons, who are ſo conceited of the Strength 
and Conduct of their owa Reaſon in 
Matters Divine and Spiritual, would do 
well to conſider, That Reaſon, which, in 
its Original Purity, was an inferior Light, 
and inſufficient for the perfect Knowledge 
of Go D, is, ſince the Fall of Man, very 


U 2 much 


* 6 e robe Every 
Herb, Flower, Mineral, and even the 
meaneſt Inſect, has Myſtery enough to 
puzzle and ſilence this Diſcerning Faculty, 
Which Men alue themſelves ſo much 
upon. And if we cannot fully under. 
ſtand the Nature Production and Uſeful 
neſs of Theſe, ſhall we preſume to com- 
prehend the Infinite Author of them ? 
Can the Eye of Reaſon penetrate into all 
the Wonders of the Human Frame? Can 
it diſcover the Vital Bands, by which the 
Soul and Body are ſo intimately. united ?. 
Can it account for the wonderful Power 
of repreſenting abſent Objects; and form- 
ing Ideas of that which we never ſaw? 
If we then are not able to know our 
ſelves, what an Height of Folly muſt it 
be, to imagine that we know GOD? 
As we are Finite Beings, there is ſome 
Proportion between the Things of Na- 
ture, and the narrow Conceptions of our 
Minds; tho? we cannot attain to a per- 
fect. Knowledge of them: But who is ſuf- | 


ficient to untold the Divine Attributes? 


Some of them can't be expreſſed without 

Diſtinction, as Wiſdom and Power; nor 

others, without a ſeeming Oppoſition, a8 

Jute and Mercy: Yet they are the fame 
| Den 


; Divine Nane ot 0 


of the Divine Nature and of their own: 


For that is Infinite and Incomprehenſi- 5 
ble; but their Minds are at beſt . 


Shallow Contracted and Finite. | 


So weak and 1 are the preſent a 
Remainders of that pure and unclouded 


Reaſon which was originally implanted in 
Human Nature, That, inſtead of aſſiſting 
the Soul aright in its Feeble Efforts of 


looking up towards the Eternal Foun- 
| tain of Bleſſedneſs, without a Superior 
Guide 'tis at Beſt fadly prone, either by 
aſſuming too much in a preſumptuous | 
| Actterppt upon the ſublimeſt Myſteries of 
Faith, or by ſinking beneath its juſt Pre- 


rogative 550 an N Compliance 


with 


— — 


but in our Thoughts. le, 155 War 
and upholds all Things, is Eternal with 
out Succeſſion ; and perfectly foreſees all 
Cauſes and Events with One Compre- 

henſive View: But let Vile Dependent 
Worms confeſs that ſuch Knowledge is 
too wonderful for them. Io believe no 
more concerning Go p, and the Manife- 
ſtation of His Holy Attributes and Will, 

than what they can form a clear Solution ; 
of; proceeds from great Ignorance, both 


. 


. 


— Organs of Senſe, c conſpire 
the Deſtruction of its Well Peillg. Where 
it puts on the faireſt Viage, and makes 


the greateſt ' Advances towards ſubduing 
the ſenſitive Appetites and irregular Paſ. 


ſions, and reſtoring a Moral Tranquillity 
to the Mind; tis ſo far from Rooting 
out the moſt Dangerous Corruption, 
larleing in thoſe ſecret Springs of Pride 


Oftentation and an imaginary Self- ſoth- 


ciency; that it rather tends to cheriſh 


and indulge them: Since tis ſcarce more 
natural for a Man to breathe, than, un- 
der the pleaſing Speculations of his Own 
Improvements, to arrogate to himſelf 
the Praiſe of his over:valu'd Wiſdom” and 
Vertue. So that all this, duly conſider'd, 

amounts to little more than a Fine Flou- 
riſh, without any juſt Proportion of in- 
trinſic Worth to recommend it; in com- 
pariſon of that ſound Knowledge, Self 

denial, Meekneſs, Charity and univet- 
fat Goodneſs , which eminently belong 
to the Evangelical Diſpenſation, and are 
the proper Lineaments of the Divine 
Image, or the very Life and Soul of true 
Religion. Tis therefore evident, that 


Pride and Self-confidence, which firſt ex- 


Aer Man from the Divine Favour, are 
oo the 


the. apt 8 s regaining 


it, — the true Reaſon why 9.10 many. are 


men to embrace the maſt advan- 


tageous Sacred Truth with a firm A 


po on the Authority of a Divine Te- 


ſtimony: But they will profurs, to — | 


Invention; deſpiling that F 


trine of the Croſs, which was nfo on 


Purpoſe to ſhew. them the true Way 
thither, and thoſe ſupernatural Aids which 


are abſolutely neceſſary to guide and aſ- 


ſiſt them. Nor can any Thing be more 


Deplorable than the Conſequence of ſuch 


Unhappy Conduct: For, tho! the Caſe 
of ſuch as have always liv'd in Times 
and Places of Ignorance, wherein the 
Blefled Medium of obtaining Spiritual Life 
and Peace has been altogether unknown, 
(eſpecially ſuch as, in a general Belief of 
God's Mercy, made the Beſt of that Meas 
ſure of Knowledge they enjoy'd) will ad- 
mit of Gracious and Favourable Allows 
ances ; ſince the Light of Nature will be 
the only Rule of their Judgment: Tis 
moſt certain that theſe, who, under the 
cleareſt Evangelical Light and Know- 


ledge, contemptuouſly reſign themſelves 


to the Guidance of that Depravd World- 


18:58 


ereunth. © i — fall! nlp 
| the moſt infupportable. Weight 'of Guilt 
and Condemnation; When thoſe Sacred 
- Raftinadnics: of the infinite Wiſdom Good. 

nee and Love of GOD, Which 
| fy baue ſo unworthily deſpisd, ſhall be 
made both the Rule and Meafure' of their 
Final Judgment, and the Chief Wu 
of. tow purer n PO LIDDI1 
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{$0 ck u n the: Goodheſt and Condeſbeits 
ſion of the Supreme and Omniſfeient Br 
ING, that thoſe Duties which are neceſ- 
ſary for us to know: and practiſe, in or- 
der to Salvation, are very plain, and lie 
level to the meaneſt Capacities. As to 
the ſublimer Doctrines of Faith, which 
the Holy Scripture tells us, * 7s the Evi. 
dence of Things not ſeen : They indeed 
require a modeſt and humble Aſſent of. 
our Minds to them, ſo far as they are 
reveal'd, upon the lingle Teſtimony and 
Divine Authori ity of the Revealer; tho 
ſome of them ſurpaſs our preſent Com- 
prehenſion, as to their Nature and 
Manner ol ſubſiſtence; being reſerv'd, 


for a more explicite Knowledge, to that 
Bleſſed 


„ Xt. 1 


"Bleſſed State — our Capa- 
cities ſhall receive | a ſuitable Enlatge- 
ment. To this Faith, without which 
His im poſſible to pleaſe Gov, our Ra- 
tional 740 ulties are 3 For tlie 
ſame Reaſon which forbids us to believe 
Things evidently contradictory to our 
Underſtanding and Senſes, (ſuch as the 
abſurd Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation ) 
requires us to believe Things above our 
Comprehenſion, when Goo Himſelf has 
reveal'd the Certainty of them to us, and 
declar'd that they are Incomprehenſible. 
To believe that J= sus CHRIST, who 
gave His Life a Ranſom for Mankind, 


5s, perfect Gop and perfect Man, is re- 


quiſite to our Participation in that in- 
eſtimable Benefit: But, to comprehend 
the Manner of that Myſterious Union of 
the Two Diſtinct Natures in Him, is 
neither poſſible nor profitable to us, 
Therefore they who will believe Nothing 
in Religion, but what they can demon- 
ſtrate and explain by Mathematical Rea- 
ſoning, let them pretend what they will, 
can neither have a right Notion of the 5 
Thing it ſelf, nor a due Veneration for 
its Glorious Author. And whilſt there 
| %%% 
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Tu AT. moſt POS AE» pee of the 
1 carnation, which is equally full of Won- 
der and Love, together with the Happy 
Conſequents of it, is ſo clearly and fre- 
quently aſſerted in the Inſpir d Mien 
both before and after the Accompl 
of it; that tis Fg, Chief Scope and 12 
ſign of Them, b by this 7 8 Me Me- 
Dd. to illuftrate ne Glory of the Di- 
vine Attributes in the 3 and 
Final Happineſs of Mankind. And Faith 
in the infinitely Bleſſed and Incomprehen- 
ſible TN INIT , is 6 expreſsly requix d 
by the Gos EI, that it makes up the 
very Form and Eſſence of Baptiſm ; which 
is a Fundamental Part of it, and plain 
proves Them to be of the fame Divine 
Nature, and Indiviſible Efſence Autho- 
"rity and Power. So that we may be 
fully aſſur'd, *Tis 8 for the i 
1 


ff $6 H SG . h i * 708" Way, 
the Truth and IIs Liſe, to have fo plain- 
I revea ld this Sublime, bot moſt Com- 


fortable Doctrine, and enjoyn'd an ay 
rable Belief of it, if it had not been 


moſt Certain Fundamental and Infallble | 
Truth. And it muſt needs become Frail 


and Dependent Beings, who cannot by 
their utmoſt Searches, comprehend or 


account for many of the Wonders in Na- 


ture, inſtead of endeavouring a Solution 
of Theſe 7 habn, or + Deep Things of God, 
by ſubjecting them to the narrow Limirs 
of their Finite Underſtanding, with the 
deepeſt Humility and Thankfulneſs to aſ- 
| ſent to Them, upon the Authority of Him, 
who is the Eternal Fountain of Truth and 
Holineſs. Therefore every One whom the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation has reach'd, is ſtrictly 
and indiſpenſably requir'd to || Believe is 
| the Son of God; and to obey that Reyela- 
tion of the Divine Will which He has 
made to Mankind : And they: are further 
aſſur'd, That without Faith in Him, and 
Obedience to Him, as ſuch, they are al- 
together incapable of Salvation. So that, 
to reject or diſparage the Teſtimony 
Which He has given of the Divinity of 
3 His 


John xiv. 6, 1 Cor. ji. 10. I Joh. viii. 24. 
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iss Ferien l D e is no leſs tha 
e Deſpiſe Hir, and to Kaff "the beben 
Contempt upon the "Infinite" Wiſdom 
Bes dne -u Love of GOD. It robs 
Him, both of His Eſſential Glory Which 
He" poſſeſſed * before the "World dos, 
and of that peculiar Glory which He ac. 
quir'd by the wonderful Work of Our 
Redemption. And, however Vain Con- 
ceited and Prejud i'd Minds may at pre- 
ſent flatter themſelves in tlieir EE. 
luſions, they will be at laſt terribly con 
vincd That + Infidelity, under the Me- 
ridian of the Blefſed GOSDOEL is that 
Great and Condemning Sin, which will 
IHGans to no PIES: or Excuſe before G Gon: 


8 OME Fe been ſo Unrolforable; is | 
to form Objections againſt the Divine 
Authority and Inſpiration of the Holy 
Scripture, from a pretended Lowneſs of 

Style, and Want of Order, Method, and 
Connexion: As if the infinitely Wiſe and 
Omnipotent BEING were oblig' d to 
ſtoop to the nice Rules, and imaginary 
Improvements of vain an conceited Men. 
But, how groundleſs thoſe Objections 
are will _ appear to every fair and 
M 8 unprejudic 4 


: 3 Bid. 111. 18, 19. f 


unprejudic d Reader : "Sings mien 
greater Strength of Floquence, Juſtneſs 
of Thought, and. Majeſty of Expr 
to be found in any other Writings, mere- 1 5 
ly Human, throughout the World nor 
indeed comparable to what appears in 
many Parts of thoſe Sacred ane en 
both in the Ol⁴ Teſtament. and the Wero. 
Vet, in this reſpect, it muſt, be allow?d _ 
That there is not an equal Strain of 
Elegancy running thro?. all the Parts of 
Them; nor is it reaſonable for any to 
think it ſhould be ſo: For, the Variety 
and different Nature of the Suhjects 
treated of, requir'd a ſuitable. Variation 
in the Manner. Dionyſius Longiuus, in 
his Rules for a true Sublimity of Style *, 
takes notice of that Expreſſion of Moſes, 
+ God. ſaid, Let there be Light, and 
there was Light, — as an Inſtance {0 
truly. Great and Sublime, that *twas, in- 
capable of Improvement, either in Ma- 
jeſty or Beauty. Nor can any Thing be 
more Awful or Majeſtic than that In- 
troduction of Jai ah to his Evangelical 
Propheſy, Hear O Heavens, and give 
ear O Earth: For the Lo x D, hath ſpo- 


5 a 1 Gang nouriſhed and gn up 
Children, 


8 * Seft. 8. a. Vf. arch. 


# Pellet ag 
* at — Tbs of ſuch à true 
| Greatneſs both of Thought and Expref- 
fix; might be collected from the fame 
Prophes; and from Feremiah, Daniel, 
Hicah, Habakkuk, Malachi; from th 
Book of Deuteronomy, of Fob, of the 
Pſalms, and from the "Writings 9 
Lake, and St. Paul: Which from "the 

: Strength and Sublimity both of the Mat- 
ter and Style, and eſpecially from tlle 
Excellent Deſign which runs thro” their 
whole Performances, are beyond com- 
pariſon, ſuperior to any Thing that is to 
be found among the moſt me Heathes 
Philoſophers Orators or Poets. Where 
is there a greater Juſtneſs of Though 
and Diction, a more Maſterly Way of 
Reaſoning or finer Flights of Rhetoric, - 
or more ſtrong and beautiful Similes, to 
be found among the moſt celebrated Pro. 
fane Writers, than in the Book of Fob : 
Eſpecially in thoſe Chapters, wherein he 
ſets off, by way of Antithefis, the Two 
_ vaſtly different States of Life which he 
had paſg'd thro ; the One highly proſpe- 
rous, and the Other extreamly calami- 
tous? Can any one Thing be more tru- 
ly Noble, 8 3 a Human 1 : 
than 


S: 


Fi eee, 0 1 wah —- 
Abaſement, upon juſt and ſuitable Re- 
flections thereon, which appears in the 
Cloſe of that Excellent Book? Where is 
there any Thing to be found, ſo truly 
Awful and Sublime, and ſo excellently 
ſuited to raiſe the Paſſions into a due Re- 
verence. of the Divine Attributes; as in 
the Songs of Moſes, and that of Deborah; 
and in the Prophetic Viſion of Habok- 
kak, with his rapturous Acknowledg- 
ments thereupon ? Or what can equal that 
lively Illuſtration of the Glory Majeſty 
Omnipotence and condeſcending Goodneks 
of the Great Creator and Preſerver of all 
Things; eminently pointing out the Eter- 
nal Kingdom of the Meſſiab, and inter- 
mixt with the moſt affecting Strains of 
the pureſt Devotion and Praiſe; which 
the Divine P/. almiſt ſo plentifully abounds 
with; «ſpecially in the xviiith, Ib, and 
lxxxixth Pſalm? As to the New Teſta 
ment; The Style of it is not only unex- 
ceprionable, » but Strong Beautiful and 
Eaſy ; the Reaſoning clear, and juſtly 
preterable to what appears in moſt other 
Writings 
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"Writings in aha World; aps. the By 
cellent Drift which ſhines thro' the 
Whole Com poſition, zullen ſuperior” ro 
them all. Twould perhaps puzzle the 

moſt captious Critics among the whole 
Cavilling Tribe, to find in any of their 
Favourite Authors 2 truer Elegance of 
style and Expreſſion, or a ſtronger and 
more cogent Way of Reaſoning, than ap- 
pears thro' the whole Writings of St. Like 
and St. Paul; and particularly in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews. But if it had 
been otherwiſe : What can the fineft 
Flights of Human Invention, or the moſt 
Maſterly Turns of Wit, avail towards the 
Attainment of Man's Ultimate Happineſs? 
To this, the main Drift of the Sacred Vo- 
lume is admirable ſuited, and manifeſtly 
directed. It ſpeaks Home to the Con- 
ſcience ; ſhews Men the Corruption of 
their N ature, the Original Dignity of 
it, and the Great Deſign of their Being; 0 
with the true and only Means of attain. 
ing that High and Glorious End. It 
gives them a ſure Proſpect of that Eter- 
nal Happineſs or Miſery which will be 
the Portion of every Reaſonable Crea- 
ture in another World, according to their 
different n in this ; 5 together _ 
A 


the moſt Plain __ n Rules for 
their preſent Conduct, in order to obtain 
the One, and avoid the Other. Can any 
Thing de more Clear and Strong, more 
agreeable. to the pureſt Reaſon, or- leſs 
liable to. Cavil, than ſuch Expreſſions as 
theſe ; * He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 

what 1s Good : And what deth the Lox d 
require of thee, but to do. juſtly, to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
Gov? — + Thon ſhalt love the Loxp thy 
GOD with all thy Heart, and with all 
thy Soul, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
| toes pee with all Men; and Ho 
lineſs, without which 10 Man ſhall ſee 
the LORD. - ** But, without Faith, 
0 impoſſible to pleaſe Him. * THEE 
is a faithful Saying, and erg of all 
Acceptation, That JIESus CHRIST came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, — + And. 
_ whoſoever believeth in Him ſhall not Pe- | 
| iſh, but have. Everlaſting Life? — Is 
there any Thing comparable to this to 

be found among the Precepts of Fytha- 
goras, Plato, Ariſtotle, Lycurgus, Solon, 
or any other celebrated Philoſophers or 


. Now, if Men will perverſſy 
| L ' + 


Mic. vl. s. Luke x. 29. | tbh, xii. 14. 
** Heb. xi, 6. „ 1 Tim. i. 15. ff John iu. | 16. 


turn I their Backs: wie ac plain and Ad- 
vantageous Teſtimonies as A they 
 wilfully rank themſelves among * thoſe 
that are lofi; in whom the God of this 
World hath Vhnded their Eyes, leſt the 
Light of the Glorious Goſpel of CHRIST, 
who is the Image of G 0 Dy _ ſhould ſpine 
unto them. 


As to the Order and Method of cheſe 
Divine Writings: Tis ſo far from being | 
liable to any jult Objections, that tis, on 
the contrary, both very admirable in it elf, 
and every way worthy of their Supreme 
Author. They begin with the Formation 
of this viſible World, and of Man, the 
Maſter- piece and Deputed Governor of 
it: With the perfect Happineſs and Glo- 
rious Privileges of his Firſt Eſtate, and 
the ſad Effects of his Voluntary Difobe- 
dience. They acquaint us with his Nu- 
merous Deſcendents ; with the extream 
Corruption of the whole Human Race; 
and with the heavy Weight of the Di- 
vine Anger, which they drew down up- 
on themſelves. Then they inform us 
How the World was repeopled from a 
ſingle Family; and of Gop's Diſtinguiſh- 
ing Favour thewn to One Perſon, eminent 

for 
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for Faith ao Picty, by Singular and Ex- 
traordinary Promiſes, and eſtabliſhing a 
Covenant of Obedience with him an 
his Poſterity; Of his chooſing them as 
peculiar People ; making known His > 
cious Purpoſes towards them, and, after a 
long Courſe of His Merciful Care and Pro- 
videace, forming them into a State of Holy 
Government, and appointing them a Body 
of Excellent Laws for their Religious and 
Civil Conduct; which had a ſpecial Re- 
gard to that Gr eat Promiſe of the Me/ſ- 
tak and to. the Bleſſings and Benefits 
which ſhould attend His Manifeſtation. 
They alſo afford us a compleat Hiſtory 
of this ſelect Church, and of the Divine 
Super intendence over it; together with its 
Great Degeneracy and Corruption, i its 
Captivity and merciful Reſtoration. They 
further acquaint us with Go p's Gracious 
Dealings towards them from Age to Age; 
in ſending His Holy Prophets, to admo- 
niſh them of their Sins, and of their Du- 
ty; of their Danger, and of thoſe hea- 
vy Judgments which would be the Con- 
ſequence of their wilful Obſtinacy and 
Diſobedience; and to prepare them for 
the Approaches of the Meſſiah, and of 
His Kingdom, 3 as the Time of His actual 
_Y 2ͤ;—⁵³ a_ 
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Manifetarion: deed near. I 
hen to give us an exact aa thi 


Accompliſhment, of that great Promiſe 


concerning the Bleſſed RE DEENMEA and 


SAVITI OUR; which had been fo. early 


made, ſo oſten renew'd and confirm'd 

and ſo long expected for many Ages paſt: 
Of His immaculate Conception and Birth; 
of His Holy Life and Doctrine; of His 
Miracles and Sufferings; of His Death, 
Reſurrection and . of His Plant- 
ing and Eſtabliſhing His hen, in a 
more pure and perfect Form of Doctrine 


Diſcipline and Worſhip, and under the 


moſt excellent Inſtitutions, plainly ſigni- 
ficant in Themſelves, and ſuited to the 
general Capacities of Mankind; ſo as to 
invite and admit into the Fellowſhip of 
it every True Believer, whether Jew or: 
Gentile, without Diſtinction: And like» 
wiſe, of His appointing, in a ſpecial Man- 


ner, His Choſen Apoſtles and their Succeſ. 


ſors to Teach and Baptize all Nations, and 
to inſtruct them in the Great Affairs re- 
lating to His Kingdom, and to the Final 
Conſummation of i it. And, Laſtly, They, 
afford us a Faithful Hiſtory of the Ac- 
tions Conduct and Sufferings of. thoſe. 
even 7 Miſhonaries, in the Dith 
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of 4 Great 1e to them 
Ot their unwearied Labours and Dili- 
gence in Propagating the Chriſtian Faith 


and Doctrine; in preſerving its Purity; 
in eſtabliſhing particular Churches thro'- 


out all Nations and Countries, conſiſting 


of Jewwih and Gentile Converts, upon 
the Terms of Repentance Faith and Evan- 


gelical Obedience; and Confirming them 
in that Holy Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
both by Perſonal Viſits, and by their Mo- 
nitory Epiſtles; that they might chear- 


fully undergo the great Hardſhips and 


Sufferings which ſhould attend the Mili- 
tant State of the Church in general thro- 


out After-Ages: And more eſpecially, Of 


their ſettling a perpetual Succeſſion of 


Men duly qualified, and peculiarly ſet a- 


part for the carrying on of that Sacred 


Work, unto the End of the World. 


And now, is it poſſible for any Method 


or Connexion of Things, to be more Or- 


derly, more Reaſonable, and every way 
tending to illuſtrate the infinite Wiſdom 
Goodneſs and Love of Gop; or more 


highly Advantageous to Mankind? But E 
ſuch is the Malignity, ſuch the aſtoniſh- 


ing Pride and wilful Perverſeneſs of ſome. 
* that N othing Will ſatisfy them but 
- "means 
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oppoſin ing their own wild and n 
Conceptions to the Higheſt, the moſt 
Awful, and Endearing Inſtances of the 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and en. 
deavouring, like the Fallen Angels, to 
make the reſt of Mankind as compleat- | 


1y Miſerable as themſelves. 


WHAT other Syſtem of Divine Know: 
ledge was ever comparable to This, for 
Order Beauty and Uſefulneſs? It gives a 
Faithful Repreſentation of Man to him- 
ſelf; as to the Original Dignity, the Cor- 
ruption, the Recovery, and the Ultimate 
Advancement of his Nature: It informs 
him truly of his contracted Weakaels 
and Miſery, and then adminiſters to him 
ſure Conſolation and Hope; ſhews him 
his Diſeaſe, with the Danger of it, and 
lays before him an effectual Remedy 

againſt it. It contains many admirable 
Prophetic Revelations, confirm'd and ex- 
actly accompliſh'd, after a long Succeſ- 
fioa of Time, by the moſt certain and 
unqueſtionable Events; whoſe Happy End 
is the Final Salvation of the Creature, 
and Glorifying of the CREATOR. The 
Excellent Deſign, the Rational Connexi- 
90, the oy and Majeſty of Mat- 

ter 
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ter and Style, hs "as and the Dn: 
tion which eminently appear throughout 
the whole Wonderful Compoſition, do fo 
evidently concur in proving its Divine Au- 
thority ; that, to every impartial Mind, 
the De1Ty it ſelf ſeems plainly dictating 
to us, by the Lips and Pens of Men 
whoſe Thoughts were in an extraordi- 
nary manner rais'd above the utmoſt Pow- 
ers of Nature. Neither has the Truth of 
any Hiſtory of the moſt Flouriſhing Em- 
pires on Earth, been ſo much ſtrength- 
en'd by its greateſt Friends and Admi- 
rers, as 'Ihis has been accidentally 
by its Enemies and Oppoſers. What 
other, of the molt Celebrated Hiſtories, 
begins with the World ; continues from 
Age to Age through the whole Circle 
of Time; ſpeaks of Things to. come, as 
if they were actually preſent; ſhews 

the Veracity of every Thing foretold 
by an exact Accompliſhment, and ends 
with the World it ſelf? And how juſt- 
ly then may this be eſteem'd the Only 
Way of Salvation; the ſure Guide to 
Heaven; and every One who ſtrives to 
aſcend thither by any other Way, as no 
better than an infatuated or deſigning 
e In a Word: This is the Only 
perfect 
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perfect Model of Example __ Precept, 
and the Source of all true Peace Comfort 
and Hope to Mankind ; as it not only 
ſhews them, in the cleareſt Light i | 

ginable, both, the Supreme Good and the 
Final Miſery of which they are. _capa- 
ble; but, allo directs and enables them, 
in the right Uſe of it, to obtain the One. 


and avoid the Other. Tis the true Pa- 
radiſe, mercifully reſtor'd to the Deſcen- 


dants of Adam; wherein grows Sad the 
Tree of Life, whoſe Leaves are 11 Fe 
Healing A the Nations. FP Th. 


W4 ſerious and becoming Reflexion on 
the great Degeneracy and Impotency of 
Human Nature, and the diſmal Tenden- 
cy of it, from which Men are happily 
freed by a right Application of the Evan- 
gelical Doctrine and Promiſes; is 1 
fary to give us a juſt Value of them. 80 
long as any Perſons remain under 1 5 
ſtrong Prejudices Which naturally ariſe 
from the ſettled Apprehenſions of GOD 
as an implacable Enemy, *tis impoſſible 
for them to cheriſh any regular Deſires 
or Diſpoſition to return towards Him: 
For Confuſion and Terror are always 1 in 

$3 33 e 


. Rev. xxii. 2. 


a5 


i from a e ie Seals of Guilt, : 


whole Syſtem of this olt Delightful and 
Heavenly Doctrine wy the 1999 
| Grace and A exbibited to Mankind, 
the Honour of Go.p is repreſented as 
fully repair'd ; His Juſtice compleatly. ſa- £ 
tisfy'd; and not only His Willingneſs, but 
His Delightful Propenſion to pardon, up- 
on ſincere Repentance, in the moſt lively 
and pathetical Manner proclaĩm'd: And 
all Theſe confirm'd by the higheſt In- 
ſtance of Love (far ſurpaſſing the Con- 
ceptions of Men or Angels) the unſpeak- 
able Gift of His Son; "who. finiſh'd the 
Hard Work of Redemption on His Croſs, 
paſs'd thro” the diſconſolate Vale of Death, 
roſe again in Triumph, and advancing 
the Human Nature to the Glory Above, 
became the Fintfruits and moſt com- 
tortable Pledge of a Bleſſed Reſurrection 
to all that Sleep in Him. Thus tlie Al- 
mighty has condeſcended to draw Mew 
with the ſirongeſ# Cords of His Love; to 
conquer their natural Averſion; to 91 
fipate their Fears; to increaſe their Faitli; 
to ſet before them the moſt powerful 
Motives to a chearful Obedience; to 
guide them by the Counſel of His Word | 

| 0 "7" Tm 


and inextricable Danger. But thro' the 


1 174 ; We 
and Precepts ; to ) follow them with the ne- 
eeſſary Aids of His Holy Spirit; and at 
ft bring them to the Conſummation of 
their Hopes in the Everlaſting Enjoyment 
of Himſelf. So that, if they do but duly 
confider the wretched and moſt deba; 
ſing Servitude of Sin; the impetuous Fu- 
ry of diſorder'd Paſſions, and unbridl' 
Appetites; the inſupportable Vaſlalage'gf 
Satan, who claims an abſolute power 
over Mankind as His Priſoners of War; 
the ſtrong Allurements of Senſitive Plea- 
ſures, which are prone to inchant the 
Superior Faculties, fo as to ſtifle all De- 
ſires of Liberty; the diſquieting Strokes 
of that juſt Accuſer in their own Boſoms, 
whom they can neither ſilence nor eſcape; 
the anxious Fears of Death, and thoſe 
accumulated Treaſures of W rath to come: 
This cannot but inſpire their Souls with 
à noble and vigorous Activity; and raiſe 
the languid Affections to ſincere and ar. 
dent, tho? diſproportion'd, Returns of 
Lore Obedience and Reſignation to that 
immenſe Fountain of Goodneſs and Mer. 
cy, which has, at ſo Dear a Rate, accom- 
pliſh'd their Deliverance, and purchas 'd, 
by a nobler Title than that of Creation, 
an kene Sovereignty c over them. And 

when 
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| when 1 OT alter further, the Laß Toke 
which He enjoyns; even ſuch as is the 
moſt perfect Freedom to a rectifyd 
Mind; together with the Happy Conſe- 
quents, of a, ſolid and well- grounded 
Peace, Soundneſs of Judgment, Conqueſt 
of all irregular Paſſions, Pardon of all 
- involuntary: Failings, Contempt of the 
World, and a full Aſſurance of being for 

ever, with Him at the End of a very 
ſhort and uncertain Life; this will ne- 
ceſſarily lead them to contemplate, with 
the profoundeſt Humility and Gratitude, 
the amazing Wonders and Dec Endear- 

ments of His Love. - ; 


Ta EREFORE, from that Glorious 
5 Combination of infinite Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, which ſhines thro? the whole 
Occonomy of Man's Salvation, as it is 
Reveal'd in the Holy Scriptures, (and 
which thoſe Bleed Spirits above, who 

continually encompaſs the Heavenly 
Throne, deſire to look farther inta;) 
it is but a Reaſonable Inference, That 
they, for whom ſo much has been done, 
and ſuch mighty Things are yet in Re- 
ſerve, ſhould earneſtly employ their moſt 
ce 1 W 1 in ſtudying to know 
© and 
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and underſtand i it more fully. As this Kind 
er Knowledge, is the Nobleſt 
Farth, and beyond 


Ny: le moſt profitable; ſo tis 
ie trueſt, the moſt. Gd 


Compari alc 
attended: with, tl 


and Atisfactory Pleaſure, and differs only 


in the Degree, from what ſhall be en- 
joy'd i in the Other World: Becauſe it af. 
fords the Brighteſt Diſcovery of the Su. 
pr eme GOOD; and diſplays ſuch an in- 
finite Variety of the molt raviſhing g Ideas 


ſuch an inexhauſtible Fulneſs and Immens 


ſity, as is more than ſufficient to Catisly the 
moit-enlarg'd Deſires. In all other Kinds 
of Science, Whether Speculative or Pracs 
tical, there is ſome Allay of Uncertainty 


or Detect, to pall the Appetite, and ren- 


der the Satisfaction incompleat; verifying 
tliat well known Obſervation of the beſt 
qualified Judge, — He that increaſeth: 


 Kpowleage , zncreaſeth Sorrow 4 q. d. 


The greater Pitch a Man arrives at, 
& the more ſenſibly he is affected with 

the Unſuitableneſs and Inſufficiencey of 
6 ſuch Knowledge, both to ſupply his De- 
Ns as, and t to a bs his Deſires: — And 
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ere 


alte che Mcridian of this. Tk w”_ 
8 5 makes 


I. Ar 


” # 


makes no Proviion for Dearth or Eternity. 
But, to ſtudy and contemplate the EVan- 


gelical Doctrine of Salvation, and theado- 


rable Attributes of the Supreme Brine, 


therein 'eminently-:diſplay'd, is far 'other= 


wie! ?Tis the Word" of \ Truth, whith 
came dows' from Heaven; and is alone 
ſufficient both to ſhew us the Right 


Way, and bring us ſafely thither. By its 


Happy and Wonderful Effects, it carries 


2 convincing Evidence of its Divine Ori- 


ginal, to all ſuch as are not wilfully har- 
den'd in their unreaſonable Enmity and 
Prejudice againſt it: And however Men, 
of perverſe, weak, or ignorant Minds may 


err in their Opinions about it, tis always 
the ſame; being Unchangeable as its 

Bleſſed Author" and Glorious Object. IT he 

Knowledge which it imparts to every Sin- 
cere Humble and Unprejudic'd Perſon, is 
_ anſwerable' to its Great and Excellent. 
End; and © therefore does not conſiſt in 


Speculative Notions, in empty Theory, 


or uncertain Opinions, but in the moſt. 


clear, ſolid, and ſatisfactory Apprehenſion ; 3 
ſuch as is every way ſuited to the Digni- 
of a Reaſonable Mind. Whilſt other 
Kinds of inferior Study inform the Under- 


ſtanding, but have little or no Tendency 


d 
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This 2 it ates 4 pee Love 


purify the Soul; 


of Gov, with a juſt Abhorrence of hat- 
Sever 8 contrary to His Holy Nature 
and Win, and a conſtant, uniforth, and de. 
light ful Conformity to the Divine Image. 
Hereby the wandring Thoughts are moſt 
ppily fd, and beſt ſecut'd againſt the 
infinite Variety of irregular Excurſions. 


For, as the Mind is uſually perplexd with. 


endleſs Diſquiet in its over curious, or too 
eager Purſuit of other unprofitable, or leſs 
uſeful Enquiries ; in This, it returns ro its 
proper Reſt ; like the wearied Dove, to 
that protecting Ark from whence ſhe came; 
or the wavering Needle, to its attractive 
Pole. With the higheſt Reaſon therefore, 
did that Learned Apoſtle, who was ſo great 
a Proficient in other, tho? the better Sort 
of Studies, determine to know Nothing, 
comparatively, ſave JESsus CHRIS 15 | 
and Him Crucified : And he lays it down 


as a moſt uncontrovertible Maxim, T hat 
GOD wa in CHRIST, reconciling the. 


5 * World unto Himſelf: And, That Great : 
< 2s the Myſtery of Godlineſs Go p n. 
I wifeſted ix the Fleſh; juſtified in the. 
= Knee wy of Angels; Tee un 
"the | 


* © the Gontiles: J tolevedes in the Wark 
* received up, to e 11 28 414! Mm ank 
8 | 11 AF + 40 
Fx on all that has ady faid, 
it will evidently, appear That the Chri- 
tian Inſtitution is the moſt pure and per- 
fet, the moſt plain and rational, the 
moſt kind, condeſcending and advantage · 
ous, and therefore in all Reſpects the 
moſt Lovely and Deſirable Syſtem. of Di. 
vine Knowledge, Faith and Worſhip, that 
_ ever Was or could. poſſibly have been ma- 
nifeſted to Mankind. *Tis objectively, and 
in Subſtance, the ſame Religion which: q 
was profeſsd in the Times of Earlieſt 
Antiquity, by the Holy Patriarchs, and 
Others who were moſt eminent for 
Piety upon Sacred Record; tho? it has 
been ſince, more clearly reveabd, en- 
plain'd, and improv'd to the higheſt 
Perfection, by the Perſonal Appearance, 
the infinite Wiſdom, and the Divine Au- 
thority of the Bleſſed Meſſiah Himſelf; 
who was both the Unchangeable Author , 
and Finiſher of it. Tis a. Religion 
abundantly confirm'd. by the moſt: un- 
queſtionable, Miracles that the World 
ever ſaw ; eminently ſeabd by the Blood” 
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of innumerable Holy Martyrs and Con- 
1 fel ors; 


Religion perfectly agreeable to — recti 
fied Reaſon and Underſtanding, as well 
as the higheſt Intereſts of Mankind; as 
it is i only ſure Foundation of our 
Faith and Hope: And even in thoſe 
Sublimeſt Myſteries which we cannot at 
preſent explicitly comprehend, it furniſhes 
us with ſolid Grounds of the moſt hum- 
ble and thankful Aſſent, from the anfak 
lible Teſtimony of Divine Wiſdom and 
Truth. For, ſo far as any Man attains 
to a right Knowledge of himſelf, he'can- 
not but be ſenſible that the narrow Li- 
mits of a Finite Underſtanding can be 
no adequate Means for the Comprehen- 
ſion of an Infinite and Eternal Mind: 

And that the Honour of our Obedience 
to a Divine Teſtimony, and of our Re- 
gard to its Authority, is far more appa- 
rent in Matters above our preſent Reach, 

than to Believe only ſuch Truths as are 
evident in themſelves: Since by the One, 
we give God the Glory of His Attri- 
butes, 


e muſt — — right Not ions 
ligion, of our own' Frailty, and 
Dependance on the Supernatural Aids of 
ine Grace, if we do not eſteem our 
nuch oblig'd to believe what 
Go D fink: reveabd of Himſelf, upon His 
own Authority, againſt the Oppoſition of 
our Carnal: Minds, and the Dictates of 


our deprav'd Reaſon; as we are, to obey 


His Commands, — he. A- 
verſion of our corrupt Wills, and «hs 
Strength of our vicious Inclinations. It 
will then neceſſarily follow, „ That 
3 © every One who has enjoy'd This — 
© vine Revelation (a Bleſſing ſo: De- 
8 lightful in it ſelf, and ſo — ſu- 
4 perior to all the lower Comforts, the 

empty, tranſient, and deceitful Grati- 
fications of this kale and yet, throꝰ an 
c unaccountable Obſtinacy and Peryerſe- 
* nels of Mind, can be ſo deeply inſatua- 
* ted. as to contemn, diſparage; and wil- 
fully reje& it; is of all Reaſonable Be- 
© ings the moſt intirely miſerable, and 
* even the moſt abject and forlorn Part of 


pr the. Whole Creation. And, whilft he is 
A 2 as we all 
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eee Notion of Miſery, wo bm. 


Satisfaction, which can either make a 


<« ſelf; he is — he moſt 
inhuman, unſ 


“ yond Expreſſion,” to his Fellow- Crea- 


© tures ; ſo far as he endeavours by 


and artful Inſinuations to draw them 


into the fame deplorable Way of Think- 
ing, and conſequently; to rob them of 
the Only ſolid Comfort, Serenity and 


* Proſperous State Happy, on be a ſuffici-· 


4 ent Balance to the numbevlefs: Croſſes, 
Troubles and Afflictions in this World. 
Man is, in himſelf; i. e. whilſt he has an 
regard to the Primary Laws of his own 
: * and _ ſuffer Reaſon. —— 


eee 12— — and 
Hopes, within the narrow: Compaſs of 
Time, or any Kind of Good, whether 
real or imaginary, which is ſubject to 
Axtinction, Interrup 


ion or Change. He 


has that within him, which, if it be faith- 
fully conſulted and ſuffer d to ſpeak, will 
readily aſſure him that he is born with 
the evident and indelible Characters of an 
Immortal Nature; as he is endu'd, with a 
Gs pacity of Realoain ing, Wem en and 

Chooſing | 


Chooſing r — ach tho“ 4 Volun- 5 


tary Agent, yet ſtill accountable to that 


Bleſſed Original which both gave and con- 


tinually upholds him in Being: And fur- 
ther, that the Relation which he,; as 


Creature bears to God, obliges him to 


make all poſſible Returns of a Dutiful 
Acknowledgment, and Obedience to His 
Reveal'd Will. When Reaſon and Human 


Liberty thus happily recover their due 


Rectitude, they are the chief Glory and 
the brighteſt Ornament of Moral or In- 
tellectual Agents; as they bear an exact 


ane to - thoſe unchangeable 


and Tr uth, ; which are Effential W 


of the ride tie But if any ſhould 
plead for ſuch a Freedom of the Will as 


includes a Power of doing Wrong as well 
as Right, they uſurp a Prerogative be- 
yond that of the Supreme BEING: For 
ſuch a Power is not to be found in Go vp 
Himſelf, and conſequently cannot belong 


to any Creature. What Gop has gra- 


ciouſly condeſcended to reveal unto Man- 
kind, concerning the Sacred Harmony of 


His Glorious Attributes, in the wonder- 


tul Means of expiating their Guilt, and in 
1 the Way and Manner how, and 
0 a 2 | the 
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| 3 Ks c CR okra ae nad | perfect Re- 


miſſion of their Sins, and an Admit- 


ttance into His Favour; is indeed inva- 
luable in it ſelf, and ſo perfectly agreeable 
to the Dictates of unprejudic'd Reaſon, as 
well as to their higheſt Intereſt, that wit 
richly deſerves the moſt affecting Ac- 


knowledgments of Gratitude and Praiſe, 


and affords Matter of great Aſtoniſhment 
that Any, who rank themſelves among 
Reaſonable Creatures, ſhould ſtagger at 


the Belief of i it. In as much as no Human 
Wiſdom, nor even the moſt penetrating 
Capacity of Angelical Beings, could poſ- 


ſibly conceive an adequate Means of eſ- 


fecting ſo deſirable an End; Go D was 
graciouſly pleas d to comfort and ſupport 
Mankind upon their firſt voluntary De- 
viation, by an early Promiſe of ſuch an 
effectual Remedv, to be manifeſted in His 
own appointed Time, and both to give 


them much clearer repeated. Aſſurances, 
as well as Diſtinguiſhing Marks for their 


intire Satisfaction, as that Bleſſed Time 
drew near; and, at laſt, to effect it, un- 
der the Goſpel Revelation, in a very full 


and perfect Manner, agreeable to their 
higheſt Wiſhes, Eels and Hopes. 


N 


He has given them che aroogeft pense 
which could poſſibly bei „ Rea- 
ſonable Minds, that He is not only re- 


concileable, but moſt willing and forward 


to pardon their Tranſgreſſions, and to 
receive them into Favour, upon the mild 


and merciful Terms of their Repentance, 


and Faith in that Bleſſed Mediator whom 
He has manifeſted to be the Only Way, 

the Truth and the Life. And He 125 
further condeſcended to aſſure them of 
His great Readineſs, by the ſpecial Aids 
of His Grace, in Concurrence with their 
our Free · Choice and Endeavours, to be- 
ſtow on them thoſe very Qualifications 
which He requires. Certainly, theſe are 
Terms ſuitable to the weak and imper- 
fect State of Human Nature, and ſuch as 
cannot but be eſteem'd the "moſt highly 
delightful and endearing in themſelves ; 
ſuch as the free and impartial Uſe of eve- 
ry Man's Reaſon would induce him thank- 

fully to believe, accept and embrace; and 


ſuch as Nothing but a predominant Pride, 


or Slavery to Senſual Appetites, or a per- 
verſe Diſpoſition of Mind could prompt 
any One to diſlike or eſteem unreaſonable, 
if they had not been injoyn'd.” Such 8 


the de diſtinguiſhing Grace and 3 and 
ſuch 
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geb Mehta ar e of the 
Evangelical Dodtine: Wherein Go has 


thewn Timſelf infinitely more read to 
do us Good, than we are, or can be, to 


ask it of Him; and has given us the 


fulleſt Aſſurance imaginable that He will 


not fail of effecting our Final Happineſs, 


i we do not wilfully PRE 1 an ane to 


= our TIRES 


gan D now, how Happy ee it * ie 
thoſe Miſerable and Infatuated Perſons, 


ho have hitherto ſlighted that invalu- 
able Bleſſing of the Holy Scriptures, 


wherein the Sacred Harmony of the D> 


vine Attributes, in appointing the Only 
Way, Means, and Conditions of Matt's 


Salvation, are plainly reveald, would be 
ſo Wiſe and ſo Juſt to themſelves, as to 


lay aſide their Unreaſonable Prejudice, 
and to read, weigh, and conſider them 
impartially; with ſuch an awful Regard 
as is ſuitable to their Nature and Worth. 


They would then, moſt readily acknow- 


ledge, and thankfully admire the unſearch- 


able Depths of that infinite Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs which ſhine thro! the whole 


Wonderful Divine Oeconomy of Defign- 
ing and effecting the Ultimate Happineſs 


of 


of a Pang 


Preſumption of their paſt; Conduct; and 
be forward enough to Humble tem- 
ſelves and Repent: They would Jook 
unto Him whom. they have pierced, 
and mourn ; and chankfully. hy hold 
on the Sceptre of His Grace, whilſt 
it is offer 'd to them. "IF ould 


_ exclude themſelves wilfully from the 


- Comforts of Religion in This Life, 


and the Glorious Rewards of it in the 
Next; when GopD has not excluded 
them? Nay, when He has ſo pathetĩ- 
cally aſſurd them of His earneſt De- 
mg that They + ſhould turn from 
their Mic kadueſs and live: And that 
His Mercy. and Pardon are ſo exten- 
live, as to reach every Kind and De- 
gree of Sin, when it is truly repent- 
ed of, and forſaken? The Extended 
Arms; 'of the Gracious REDEEMER, are 
always ready to embrace every Hum- 


ble Penitent ; 85 in good Earneſt, 


flees 


ech. xil. 20. f Ezek. XIII. 11. 


be eaſily convinc 4 5 9 7 Pride and 
Raſhneſs; the ſtupendious Folly and 
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| flees * for Refuge to that Strong Cons 
ſalation and Hope, which He bas ſet 
before them. "Twas. a Part of His 
ſpecial Commiſſion, That the Offers 
of Evangelical Grace ſhould + begin 
at Feruſalem ; i. e. with thoſe who 
had *ſtubboraly flighted His Miracles, 
contemptuouſly | reefited His Doctrine, , 
and been the Cruel Inftrumeats of 
His Sufferings. He has given the ful- 
leſt Aſſurance "imaginable » | That || Every 
Oue who believes in Him, \ ſhall not pe- 
riſh, but have Everlaſting Life : And 
that . He will in no A reject ſuch 
as. truly come unto Him. Why then; 
ſhould any One, to whom theſe - Kind 
and Endearing Invitations - are made, 
either thro? Pride and Obſtinacy, or 
thro' Fear and Deſpondence, negle& 
to have Recourſe to Him, in whom 
all the Treaſures of the Divine Love are 
laid open to Mankind? Why ſhould 
they not be ready, to embrace „ With 
Joy and Thankfulneſs, thoſe Great and 
Glorious Privileges which He has pur- 
chas'd, and is deſirous to confer on 
| them ? 


* Heb. vi. 18. I Luke xxiv. 47. | 
| John iii. 16. 1 Bide vi. 7 bv 


Low and Undervaluing Thoughts of the 
| Merits of His Atoning Sacrifice; which 


are infinitely greater than the: Sins 7 


of Men, and the Only Means whereby 


They can be expiated? And why ſhould 


they caſt away thoſe precious Souls, 

whom He has ſhewn Himſelf fo Deſi. 
rous to fave from their Sins, and from 
the Everlaſting Puniſhment due to them; 
whoſe Eternal Happineſs He has pur- 
chas'd at ſo dear a Rate, and is ready 
to inſure to them, on the Eaſy, Equita- 
ble and Merciful Terms of an Obedient 
Faith in Him ? Certain it is,. That there 
are no Obſtacles, no Difficulties or Dit- 
couragements, but What ariſe on Man's 
Part. 1; notwithſtanding all theſe 
amazing Inſtances of the Divine Good- 


neſs and Condeſcenſion, Men will perſiſt 
in a Contemptuous Disbelief, or a Care- 
leſs Neglect of thoſe Heavenly Doctrines 


and Rules of Life, which are ſo clearly 
reveal'd and enjoyn'd them; then all thoſe 
exceeding great and invaluable Advan- 
tages will not only be loft upon them, 
but will unavoidably add a much hea- 
vier Weight to their Condemnation; 
| Bo = and 
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them? Why ſhould: they entertain ſuch 
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of INFIDELITY in 
PRACTICE. 


is likewiſe no leſs Dange- 


: N rous than Speculative : Cn 
RS f ſome Reſpects tis more in- 


55 excuſable; and indeed equal- 
bs Damning in its Tendency and Effects. 
This is altogether as Unreaſonable and 
highly provoking to the Divine Purity, 
as the Other is Impious and Abſurd : 
But, from the Unhappy Influence which 
it has upon Others, to draw them into 
the ſame Licentious Habits, and a care- 
leſs Neglect of the Duties of Religion, 
This ſeems to merit the ſeverer Puniſh. 


ment, if any Difference ſhall be aſſign'd 


them. 'Tis moſt certainly a Sin of a 
very high Nature, and fo full of Ingra- 
titude, that twall admit of no Palliation 

BD 2 


RAC TIC AL ATHEISM. 


hh 


1 


1 


192 of Infideli 


or "WHY in thoſe who have not only 7 
enjoy'd the ineſtimable Bleſſing of the 
Written Mord of Gov, but by the moſt 
| ſolemn Engagements teſtified, their Aſſent 
to the Conditions of the Goſpel Cones 


nant. A ſound Faith in the All- ſuffi- 


cient Merits of JESUS CHRIS, and 
in the Evangelical Promiſes made and 
eſtabliſh'd in Him, is indeed the Foun- 
dation of our Acceptance with GOD, 
and of our Title to Eternal Bleſſedneſs: 
But then, Actual Obedience and Holi- 
neſs of Life, is the proper Fruit, and 
the only Evidence of ſuch Faith ; with- 
out which, it is no better than 2 mere 
empty Notion, or (as St. James ex- 


preſſes it) altogether Dead, Uſeleſs and 


Inſignificant. If we are never ſo Ortho- 
dox in Principles, t will but little avail 
us, unleſs our Practice be anſwerable 
thereunto: Nay, our SAVIOUR has 
5 intimated, That this will rather 
help to agzravate our Condemnation, 
when He ſpeaks of a ſeverer Degree of 
Puniſhment reſcrv'd for thoſe. Careleſs 
and Unprofitable Servants, * who knew,: 
and profels'd to obey , 8 Maſcer's 
Will, aud yet did it not. And, from 

the 


enn ” of 


153 


the 0 e ef the Talents, He has far. 
ther taught us, That Go p's Expecta- 
tions of Obedience from Mankind, will 
be proportionable to the Means of Know- 
ledge, the different Degrees of Capacity, 
and the ſpecial Aids of His Grace which 
He has afforded them. To be ſtupid, 
and inſenſible of the Frame and Temper 
of our own Hearts; to ſink down into 
Senſuality, or into the vile Drudgery of 
an Earthy Mind; and to be regardleſs, 
in the Matters of Religion, and in the 
Great Affairs of Eternity; is, to live al- 
ways in a kind of Spiritual Lethargy, 
which is no leſs Dangerous to the Soul, 
than the other is to the Body. IT ble. 
fore St. Paul gives a very affecting „ 
ſcription of the Deplorable Caſe of thoſe 
Negligent and Unfruitful Chriſtians , 
who, * Having taſted the good Word of 
GOD, and the Powers of the World to 
come, [ i. e. having long enjoy'd the 
Means of Grace and Salvation, with 
ſome lively Senſe and Conviction of the 
great Weight and Worth of them] yet 
never come to bring forth any Fruit an- 
ſwerable in their Lives: And He fur- 
ther inſinuates, That, Of theſe Advan- 


ages, 


* Heb. vi, 5, 6. 
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| will 2 up to 


* Heb. vi. 8, 


| fighted and n they 
themſelves a greater 
? m_ of. Divine ere, ee in the 


og can prong or ok — 


ſuch as brings forth. nothing but * Briars 
and Thorns, whoſe End is to be barned.. 


Elſewhere, he ſpeaks of ſuch as 4 eld 


#be Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ; and || pro- 
feſs'd that they knew Gov, but in 
Works denyd Him: And what more 


Diſmal Character is it poſſible for any 


Man to lie under; unleſs, by ſolemn De- 


dicat ion, he became a : Factor to 


the Devil? What Arguments can ſuch 


Perſons uſe, to convince or perſuade the 


Vnbelieving Part of Mankind, that there 


is any Thing truly Amiable and Attrac- : 
tive in the Ways of Chriſtianity, or in 


Moral Vertue and Goodneſs; Or, to 


win them over to a Practical Bdlief and 1 
Acknowledgment of the Being and At- 


tributes of GOD; whilſt they can ſa- 
tisfy themſelves to live as if they 


thought 
— Was none? Thus 4+ the Ways of 


pow mourn': Religion is _— to In- 


T Rom. i. 18. 


| 1 i. 16. 4 Land. i 


dignity and Contempt z p * its Gloriges 
in the 


Author. 1 continually * wounded 
1tular Friends: Which 


Hauſe f E Wie | | 
the deſignd Af 


is far worſe than all 
fronts that He receives from the mol 

inveterate Enemies. Yet this Dreadful 
Contagion is apt to ſteal upon Multi- 
tudes of Chriſtians inſenſibly, thro a 
pleaſing Growth of Vicious Habits; whilſt 
they can eaſily take up with a few ge» 
neral Notions, with Cold and Tranſient 
Thoughts, and a Lazy Indifference — 
Matters of the higheſt Concernment. 
the real Danger, in reſpe& of theeſeldels 
and others, were but duly apprehended ; 
ſuch as are Well-wiſhers to Religion, 
and to the Common Good of Mankind, 
would not take ſo great a Liberty in 
Sporting with Profaneneſs, and boldly. 
venturing. on the Borders of Atheiſin, 
as is too often viſible in ſome, who. 
would take it very ill to be queſtion'd 

for their C Orthodox 1 in N | k 


Norkixe 18 more certain; chan 
That the Pureſt Church in the W 
cannot fave a Wicked Man; z. e. One, 
— in the general Courſe and _ 

:£ 0 


. Zech. xiii. 6. 
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of his Life, chooſes and continues to his 


ſuch. Religion, if it be any Thing, ſo 
as to anſwer its Excellent End, muſt be 
a Governing Principle: And all they, 


who lay Claim to the ineſtimable Bene- 
fits and Privileges of it, are highly con- 
cern'd to deal faithfully with themſelves 
in a Matter of ſo Vaſt Importance. They 
would therefore do well to ask them. 


ſelves ſeriouſſy and impartially, Whether 


their Belief of the Great Principles of 
Chriſtianity, of the Being and Attributes 


of Go p, of the Divine Authority of 


His Holy Word, and of the Promiſes 
and Threatnings therein contain'd, be 
ſo truly Awful and Prevalent, as to 
influence the general Courſe of their 
Lives and Actions? Whether it teaches 
them Humility, Gratitude, Reſignation 
and Dependance; ſo as to regulate 
their Love to, and Solicitude tor 
all inferior Comforts with a becom 
ing Moderation; and do * commit their 


| Souls to Him, in a conſtant Courſe of 
Well-doing, as unto a Faithful Creator? 


Whether it prompts them, from a real 
Diſpoſition ' of Mind, to Praiſe, Adore, 
and Love Him, as the moſt Deſirable 

| _ 


3 FEE If. 19. 
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Good: To eſteem & His Favor better 
than Lie and carefully to avoid what- 
ſoever is Diſpleaſing to Him: To delight 
in the Practice of Vertue and Univerſal 
Goodneſs, and to encourage it in Others, 
becauſe it is an eminent Part of His 
Likeneſs, and an indiſpenſable Ornament 
of a Rational Soul? Whether it makes 
them equally Cautious and Vigilant a- 
gainſt the moſt Secret, as againſt thoſe 
Open Sins which incur the Cenſure of 
Men? Whether it inſpires them with a 
zealous Concern for His Name, Honour, 
and Service, and for the Common In- 
tereſts of Religion, in the World ? With 
2 due Veneration for His Sacred Word, 
and a juſt Regard to the admirable Me- 
thod as eftabliſh'd Conditions of Sal- 
vation, therein Reveald ; notwithſtand- 
ins all the Contradictions of Profligate 
Men, and the Bitter Reproaches of Infi- 
dels ? In a Word: Whether it makes 
them truly Serious, Regular, and Con- 
fant in all the Practical Duties of Re- 
ligion ; Faithful and Conſciencious in all 
their Temporal Concerns ; and Inſtru- 
mental, by Exemplary Vertue and So- 
2 g 7 bri et y, 


pPful. Lili. 3. 
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Wu ATI An can it bs! to us 
That Jzsus CurisT was born inte 
the World; that He went about doing 
Good, to the Bodies and Souls of Men; 
and, by His perfect Obedience and Sut- 
ferings, purchas'd Eternal Life for All 
that believe and obey his GosveL; if 
we remain Enemies to His Crown and 
Dignity, and crucify Him afreſh, by 
cheriſhing thoſe Sinful Habits which He 
came on Purpoſe to deliver us from ? 
Chriſtianity deals with Mankind ac- 
cording to the peculiar Excellency of 
| their Nature, as. Free Agents, or as Ra- 
tional and Intelligent Beings: It moves 
them by Hopes and Fears, or (as the 
Prophet Hoſea expreſſes it) draws them 


with the Cords of a Man, as well as 


with the Bands of Love; repreſenting 
Heaven and Eternal Happineſs, not only 
as a Free Gitt purchas'd by the infinite 
Merits of CHRISTH, but allo as the 
Reward of their own voluntary Choice, 
and delightſul Obedience. The only Re- 
turn Which we are capable of making, 
for all that He has done and * 

or 


— > 


in Prat lick) 1095 


foi us on Earth, and for the continual 
Benefits of His Interceſſion in Heaven, 
is a lively Faith in the infinite Value 
and Efficacy of His Merits, and a thank- 
ful Obedience to His Laws. As this 1s 
the greateſt Homage we can pay; fo 
tis all that He requires at our Hands. 
If ye love me, keep my Commandments, 
was one of His laſt” Injunctions upon 
Earth: And this is ſo highly acceptable 
to Him, that the Holy Prophet, upon 
that Account, ſays, He ſhall ſee of the 
Travel of His Soul, and be ſatisfied. But 
if we have no other Senſe of the Bene- 
fits or Obligations of Chriſtianity, than 
in the ſuperficial Notion of a common 
_ Hereditary Right; if we have no Ex- 
perience of its proper Effects, to change 
the corrupt Bent of our Minds, and con- 
form our Lives and Actions, in ſome 
real tho' imperfect Degree, to the Hea. 
venly Author of that Excellent Inſtitu- 
tion; if we have contributed nothing to 
the common Service of Religion, but ra. 
ther lefſen'd its Intereſt and Reputation 
in the World, and by a careleſs or dif- 
ſolute Behaviour, reflected a Diſparage- 
ment on its Holy Ways; we then bear the 
Name of Chriſtians to our greater Con- 
— „ demnation 
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demnation, and the ineſtimable Privileges 
of the GosrEL, tho? the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing on Earth, will at laſt lie heavy upon 
our Hands, as an inſupportable Weight, 
when the Great Diſtributor of theſe Ta- 
lents ſhall appear to take a general Ac- 
count of them. Whatſoever therefore, 
the careleſs Pretenders to Chriſtianity 
may imagine, there will come a Time 
when they ſhall be terribly convinc'd 
that Coldneſs and Indifterency in Re- 
ligion, after a long continu'd Courſe of 
the Divine Goodneſs, Patience and Con- 
deſcenſion, not only reflects the moſt 
ſhameful Ingratitude, unbecoming Rea- 
ſonable Creatures, but 1s utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with any juſt Pretenſions to the 
Thing it ſelf. For, if the Ways thereof 
are Pleaſantneſs, and all its Paths are 
Peace; it the natural Tendency of it, is 
to purify the Heart by Faith; to teach 
Ab the moſt ennobling Habits of uni- 
verſal Piety and Vertue, and to Jive So- 
berly, Righteorfly, and Godly in this 
preſent World; then ſuch Degenerate 
Minds as can prefer the low and fleet- 
ing Gratifications of the Senſitive Appe- 
tite, or become wholly immers'd in the 


Love and Purſuit of CUP Things (tho' 
neither 
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neither Guilt nor Puniſhment were the 
| Conſequence) may well be thought, if 


St. Peter was a Competent Judge, 


have no Part or Lot in this important 
Matter, but to remain zn the very Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Ini- 
quity. Tis, indeed, poſſible for a Man 
to obtain a Notional Belief of GO DD, and 
of the Truth and Certainty of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and yet be not only void 
of all true Piety, but profane, and an 
open Scandal to the Religion which he 
profeſſes. Yet this cannot be without 
debauching his Reaſon, ſtifling his Con- 
ſcience, and reſiſting the cleareſt Con- 
victioas of his own Mind : So that he 
would act with much more Conſiſtence, 
if he became a down-right Atheiſt, and 
deny'd a Supreme BEING, than to con- 
tradict his Principles by his Practice, 
ſo far as, both to acknowledge and af- 
front Him at the ſame Time. Nor can 

it be reaſonably thought a leſs Provoca- 
tion to the Divine Majeſty, that Men 

ſhould utterly deny His Exiſtence, and 

baniſh all Notions concerning Him, than 
that they ſhould in Words contels an 
Acknowledgment of His infinite 1 


and inſeparable Attributes, and yet, in 5 
the 
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the ener Courſe of their Lives 25 | 
Actions, reflect the higheſt | Indignities 


Inf delay 


and the greateſt Diſparagement on His 
Name, Honour, and Worſhip in the 


World. If any Man therefore, can once 


come to ſatisfy himſelf in ſo unworthy 
a Behaviour towards G0 D and Reli- 


gion, as to lead a profane and diſſolute 


Life, he cannot reaſonably complain of 
Injuſtice, if he be ſuſpected or cenfurd 

as deeply. tainted with Atheiſtical Sen- 
timents; tho, for his Credit, he may 
think fit to conceal or difown them. 
For certain it is, That ſuch an One 
muſt have put off all true Senſe, not 
only of Reveald Religion, but of Na- 
tural too: Since the latter, if it. be duly 
regarded, will lead him to believe in, 
and acknowledge Gov as the moſt Perfect 
and Excellent BEING; and that Love 
and Reverence, Adoration and Praiſe, 
joyn'd with a conſtant and delightful 
Reſpect to His imitable PerfeGtions'; 

are indiſpenſably due to Him from all 
Reaſonable Creatures. But; by fo much 


the more as the Chriſtian Revelation 


has exphind, improv'd, and heighten'd 
the Obligations of Natural Religion, and 


ee n a much clearer Kaen 
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ledge of of thei Holy Nature and Will of 
Goo, and of the merciful Terms of 
their Reconciliation and Acceptance with 
Him; it has oblig'd them to more emi- 

nent Degrees of Love, Gratitude, and uni- 
verſal Holineſs, both in the Mind and Af. 
fections, and in the outward Converſa- 

tion; That they may ſhize as Lights in 

the Werld - and, being rezew'd after His 
Image, may exalt the abundant Riches 
of His Grace and Glory thro) Jz$Us 
CuxisT. And ſince they are now no 
longer left to the weak and imperfect 
Guidance of mere Natural Reaſon, or to 
the difficult and obſcure Precepts of the 
Jewiſh Oeconomy ; but, in the plaineſt 
Manner, rate in the Knowledge of 
their univerſal Duty, and of the only 
true and acceptable Way of Religious 
Worſhip. which Go » requires: Since 
thoſe Duties themſelves are highly rea- 
ſonable, advantageous, and encouraging; 
every way worthy of their Supreme Law- 
giver ; attended with Divine Aids in the 
Performance; with gracious Allowances 
for Human Imperfections; and with an 
Aſſurance of an Eternal Reward, incon- 
ceiveably Great and Glorious: How can 
they anſwer for a cold Indifference, and 
eſpecially 


20% / Inkdelity 


eſpecially for a conte mptuous  Diſegar 
of ſuch aſtoniſhing Mercy and Goodneſg? 
How can they think to eſcape, if they 
perſiſt in + fp the ples 4 fo LY | 


nen 9 
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of Chriſtians reflect the greateſt - Diſ- 
paragement on that moſt Holy and Ex- 
cellent Inftitution; which eminently 
tends to purity and perfect Human Na- 
ture. This gives a much greater Advan- 
tage to the profeſsd Enemies of it, than 
they could ever yet gain by all their 
united Arguments: For theſe appear no 
better than a thin Varniſh, which is ea- 
ſily ſeen through; but the other ſeems to 
have ſome Weight, and is not fo readily 
hit off, tho” *tis in Reality no juſtifiable 
Ground of Prejudice to any One.. Such 
Advantage is the greater, as thoſe Im- 
moralities appear in Perſons eminent for 
Rank, Authority, and high Stations in 
the World. The Examples of ſuch, are 
apt to have a mighty Influence on the 
Lives and Manners of thoſe who act in 
much lower Spheres : So that their Con- 
duct, whenever they take ſuch an un- 
happy Turn, as to become the 1 

He | 5 


of Vice, or PV af ReveaPd Re- | 


ligion, is like to draw: Multitudes after 
them; and conſequently, to bring upon 
chemſilves a much heavier Weight. of 
Guilt than their own Perſonal Failings, 

in the Great Day of Account : Whereas, 


on the contrary, 'tis in their Power, above 
others, and certainly ought ' to be always 
in their Inclinations, to contribute very 


much, by their own ſhining Examples, 
towards the Reforming of a Corrupt and 
Degenerate Age; and to reſtore the 
Amiable Habits of Chriſtian Piety and 


Vertue to their juſt Veneration and 


Eſteem. Whilſt the Conduct of the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate is thus duly ſeaſon'd with 
Religion and Exemplary Vertues, twill 


not fail of adding a greater Weight to 


his Authority, and Commanding that 
Awful Regard, even from the moſt 
Looſe and Profligate, which is due to 
his Character: But, if they, who are to 
reclaim Others, ſhould be ſo unguarded, 
as to fall into the ſame Enormities which 
they are bound to puniſh; twould be 
no Wonder, if they prove the un- 
happy Inſtruments of propagating Vice, 
and of ſinking Magiſtracy it ſelf e 
Contempt; ſo as to render it ineſſectual 
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| of Chriſtians reflect the greateſt - Diſ- 
paragement on that moſt Holy and Ex- 
cellent Inſtitution; which eminently 
tends to purity and perfect Human Na. 
ture. This gives a much greater Advan- 
tage to the profeſs d Enemies of it, than 
they could ever yet gain by all their 
united Arguments: For theſe appear no 
better than a thin Varniſh, which is ea- 
ſily ſeen through; but the other ſeems to 
have ſome Weight, and is not fo readily 
hit off, tho? *tis in Reality no juſtifiable 
Ground of Prejudice to any One.. Such 
Advantage is the greater, as thoſe Im- 
moralities appear in Perſons eminent for 
Rank, Authority, and high Stations in 
the World. The Examples of ſuch, are 
apt to have a mighty Influence on the 
Lives and Manners of thoſe who act in 
much lower Spheres : So that their Con- 
duct, whenever they take ſuch an un- 


happy Turn, as to become the Patrons 
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ligion, is like to draw: Multitudes after 
them ; and. conſequently, to bring upon 
themſelves a much heavier Weight of 
Guilt than their own Perſonal Failings, 
in the Great Day of Account: Whereas, 
on the contrary, 'tis in their Power, above 


z others, and certainly ought to be always 


in their Inclinations, 'to contribute. very 
much, by their own | ſhining Examples, 
towards the Reforming of a Corrupt and 
Degenerate Age; and to reſtore. the 
Amiable Habits of Chriſtian Piety and 
Vertue to their juſt Veneration and 
Eſteem. Whilſt the Conduct of the C7- 
vil Mag iſtrate is thus duly ſeafon'd with 
Religion and Exemplary Vertues, twill 


not fail of adding a greater Weight to 


his Authority, and Commanding that 
Awful Regard, even from the moſt 
Looſe and Profligate, which is due to 
his Character: But, if they, who are to 
reclaim Others, ſhould be ſo unguarded, 
as to fall into the ſame Enormit ies which 
they are bound to puniſh ; twould be 
no Wonder, if they prove the un- 
happy Inſtruments of propagating Vice, 
and of ſinking Magiſtracy it felt into 


Contempt ; to as to render it ineffectual 
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for the anſwering of its Excellent Ends. 

Certain it is, That the Beſt Step towards 
a Reformation in the Vulgar Sort, and far 
more effectual than the Force of all Pe- 
nal Laws (tho' theſe are become, in a 
great Meaſure Uſeleſs, thro! Neglect) 
would be a general Obſervance of it in 
_ thoſe of Higher Rank: Which is not 

only their Higheſt Honour in this World, 

and infinitely Superior to that Diſtincti- 
on which they now bear from others, 
but will intitle them, as Inſtruments of 
* Turning Many to Righteouſneſs, to the 
Brighteſt Splendor in the Regions : 0 
ry. 


As to other Cheiſiians i in general. 
highly concerns every One, both 1 
regard to themſelves, and to the Com- 
mon Intereſts of Religion, to live an- 
ſwerably to thoſe Eminent Means of 

Knowledge and Edification which they 
enjoy: Otherwiſe, twill be very far 
from any Advantage to them, that 
they have been Members of the Beſt- 
Conſtituted Church upon Earth; if they 
do not truly endeavour, according to 

On, that 
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in Practice. 207 
that Apoſtolical Injubftion * to adorn 


the Goſpel of their Bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour in all Things. GoD has not 


left us, as He has many other Large 


and Populous Nations, to the imper- 


fet Light, and uncertain Guidance of 


our Natural and Depraved Reaſon ; nei- 
ther has He given us the Intimations 
of His Holy Will, under a Veil of dark 
Types and Shadows, as He did to the 


Jews; but He has graciouſly afforded 


Us the moſt Clear and Perfect Revela- 
tion of what we are to Believe and 
Obey, that ever was vouchſaf'd to the 
World. He has diſplay'd before us the 
Sacred Harmony of His Glorious Attri- 
butes and Adorable PerfeCtions, as the 
ſure Ground of our Hope, Conſolation 


and Dependance. He has repreſented 
Himſelf as Infinite in Wiſdom and Ho- 


lineſs, in Majeſty and Goodneſs, in Pow- 
er and Mercy, in Truth and Faithful- 


neſs; as an irreconcileable Hater of 


Sin, and an Univerſal Lover of Man- 
kind. He has condeſcended to ſet be- 
fore us the Only adequate Means for 
the Expiation both of our Original and 


Actual Defilements, and for our perfect 
D Read- 
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Readmiſſion to His Unchangeable and 
Everlaſting Favour: He has given us 


very full and plain Directions in what 
immediately relates to His Worſhip, 


and tlie moſt perfect Rules of an Holy 


Life, ſuited to the Reaſon and Appre- 
henſion of the meaneſt Capacities ; and 
enforc'd with the moſt powerful Mo- 
tives, taken from the Eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments of another World. The 


invaluable Bleſſing of this Divine Reve- 


lation, is not with-held from any of us, 
nor intermixt with the vain Traditions 
and Inventions of Men ; but we enjoy it 


Whole and Intire, Siacere and Uncor- 
rupted. So that, after ſuch Great and 


Eminent Advantages of Knowing and 
Doing the Will of Gop, not only the 
Contempt, but the careleſs Neglect of 
it, mult needs leave us altogether inex- 
culable, and highly aggravate our Con- 
demnation. The many Flagrant Vices, 


and Idolatrous Conceptions which reign'd 
in the Heathen World, before the Glo- 


rious Dawn of Erangelical Light, and 
which yet abound in thoſe Unhappy 


Places that ſtill remain ignorant of 


it; will be caſily pardon'd, in Compa- 
ho of tlic Scaudalous and Immoral 


Lives 
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Lives of profeſsd Chriſtians : For * the 


Times of that Ignorance GOD winked 
at vid, He overlook'd ]; but now 
He bath commanded all Men, whom that 
_ Bleſſed Diſpenſation has reach'd, to Re- 
peat, Believe, and Obey it. Every. De- 
gree of Heavenly Light and Knowledge 


which Go p has imparted, will be an 


| Aggravation of the Sins committed 
againſt it; ſince it cannot but proceed 
from a great deal of Wilfulneſs and Con- 
tempt: And, as this will intitle every 
ſuch Cattlely' and Diſobedient Chriſtian, 
to that ſorer Puniſhment of the Preſum- 
ptuous and Negligent Servant, - who 
knew, and yet regarded not his Maſter's 
Will: ſo it would have + been much bei- 
ter for them, not to have known the 
Way of Righteouſneſs, (but to have been 
Born, and liv'd always in ſome remote 
Heathen Country) than, aſter tbey have 
known it, to turn from the Holy Com- 
nandment deliver'd unto them. There- 
tore, ſince the Duty and Danger of all 
Chriſtians is ſuch : And ſince the Obli- 
gations, ariſing from thoſe Means and 
Opportunities of Improvement which 

Go 


Ads xyii. 30. Þ+ 2 Pet. ii. 21. 


8 2 2 " PE TEIN * — ä * 4 Fa Z 3 . e re . 8 
e — INE L'” 9 e r 8 — n - PI 2200000 ͤ ãͤã Ee Pe ae 2s Ar da et aber des DC DO EASE E an ALSO a De ae. a ee abt ; © >; 1-08: oh je . 
22 +6 - F CES Ladle en? ” 3 SEL: E 8 = - ” WY — COTA x o E - * r - r ob © net Ir n 5 . PST 
7 5 - £ — a> n — 2 * * 2 
— 2 4 — 7 N —— « — LES : Ix 
Fg? Y * * a - r 5 5 — ws «ie N 5 * * — — r pong — Rene ets a : a n . 

— — — _— - OED » 8 F< — £ * - £ bn r — — * — n Dn - 2 2 — I . - — —— — rt oo, 1 
— . . — — — ————— ‚ a 5! e P — — — — — — r eee e n q — HD — 88 = — 

22 7 RNS : Ih 3 2 - bY ? Lee IT; _ Tz 8 — or — 7 — 5 = 2 — - n — — ——— — — — _ — 

i 3 2 * — * 7 nnr 2 ws NN OIIES. - — — . — — ͤ — ne 7 5 - - - R — — 2 * „ 
— . mo — — — — A — —— „TT — IR 
* . — SoC a * * —— — DOT —— — PO —— 8 —— þ eſo og eter NS — 
" 


210 Of Infidelity 


Gov has put into their Hands, are ſo 
ſtrong and cogent: It muſt needs be. a 


Matter of the higheſt Importance of any 


Thing in this World, to conſider often, 
with a ny Seriouſneſs and Appli- 
cation of Mind, * What manner of Per- 
ſons they ought. to be, in all Holy Conver. 
ſation and Godlineſs +; Looking always 
for that Bleſſed Hope, and the Glorious 
Appearance of the Great GO », and our 
Saviour JESUS CHRIST: That, when 
He {hall come again, inveſted with Di- 
vine Power and Majeſty, to put an End 


to the preſent State and Being of this 


World, and || Z Judge all Mankind in 
Righteouſneſs, + they may be found f 
Him, in Peace, without Spot and Blante- 


leſs. 
Tis then Evident, beyond all Con- 


tradition, That the Fear and Love of 


Go b, and Obedient Conformity to His 


Reveal'd Will, is the higheſt End of Rea. 


ſonable Beings : And, that Religion, 3 


meanly ſoever ſome may think of it, 


a Matter of too Vaſt a Conſequence, an 


be either trifled with, or ſubjected to 
any 


* 2 Pet. iii. 11. + Tit. ii. 13. 
Adds xvii. 31. + 2 Pet, iii. 14. 
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any of the Alterations of the Times c 
Manners, and Faſhions of this World; 

being Unchangeable, as its Bleſſed FS 
thor, who is * the ſame Teſteraay, to 
Day, and for Ever. This, in a Com- 
parative Senſe , is the only Valuable. 
and Certain Treaſure which we can at 
preſent attain to. For all other Enjoy- 
ments, which are ſuited either to our 
neceſſary Accommodation, or to gratify 
the Deprav'd Taſte of the lower Ani- 
mal Life, will ſoon leave us of them- 
ſelves, or we ſhall unavoidably be re- 
mov'd from them: But this is an Ever. 
laſting Poſſeſſion; which will abide with 
us as a Faithful Friend to the laſt Pe- 
riod of Life, and paſs over with us in- 
to the other World. Under the ſenſi- 
ble Decays of Nature, *twill impart Life 
and Vigor, Serenity and Comfort to 
the Poſſeſſor of it, when Age and In- 
firmities bow him down to his native 
Earth; and will not only render the Ap- 


proaches of Death welcome and deſira- 


ble, but in ſome Meaſure anticipate 
the Joys of Heaven. Will any One then, 
who has a juſt Value for himſelf, for 
: the Glory of Go by and oe the Weltre 
0 


* Heb. „il. 8 


pa 07 Infidelity 


of Mankind, be fo far prevail'd upon 


by 'the thin and empty Appearances of 


any other preſent Gratifications, unſuita- 
ble to the true Dignity of his Nature, 


as to quit this only Solid and Subſtantial 


Happineſs, without which, he would be 
the moſt miſerable of all Creatures ? Will 


he not rather chooſe, by a Regular and 
Unblameable Converſation, to recom- 


mend the true Pleaſure and Amiableneſs 


of a Religious Life, to the Giddy and 


Unthinking World; and to convince 


them of the Raſhneſs and Folly of their 


miſtaken Conduct; that he may there- 
by contribute, as far as poſſible, to the 
general Good of others? Religion, if it 
be confider'd in a Public Reſpect, is of 
the greateſt Eficacy to procure National 
Bleſſings, and to promote the Com- 
mon Good of Human Society. For the 
Doctrine of CHRIS is not only pro- 


ductive of true Holineſs in the Hearts 
and Lives of all thoſe who ſincerely Be- 
lieve and Obey it; but it has an equal 


Tendency to reſtore and eſtabliſh Uni- 


verſal Peace, Unanimity, and Love a- 


mong All who are Sharers in the Com- 


mon Benefits of it. Nothing elſe is ſo 
powerful to give an Happy Turn to their 


Bittereſt 
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Bittereſt Paſſions ; to ſoften their Preju- 
dices, and unite their Affections: In ſo 

much, that if it were univerſally obey'd, 
it wou ſoon cauſe this Lower World 


once more to ſhine out into a perfect 
Paradiſe. And, as to every particular Per- 
ſon ; *ris the only Expedieat for a ſafe and 
cm Paſſage thro? all the trouble. 
ſo ne Changes of Time and Tranſitory 
Things. But, how Diſtant ſoever from 
ſuch a Lovely and Deſirable Proſpect, 
the preſent Face of Religion may ap- 
pear, the very Diſcouragements ariſing 
from an extreamly Careleſs and Diſſo- 
lute Age, ſhould inſpire every Serious 
and Conſiderate Chriſtian with an high- 


er Value for the Word of GO p, and for. 
the abundant Conſolation which it af. 


fords; with a zealous Concern for His 
Holy Name, Honour and Service, and 
for the Intereſts and Credit of Religion 
in the World. It ſhould raiſe their 
Thoughts towards the Things which are 
Unſeen and Eternal; and engage them 


more frequently in Contemplating the 


Adorable Perfections of Him who is in- 


finitely * Fairer than the Children of 
 - E . Men ; . 


2 4 Of ff fidblity 


Nen; of Him. who is the Eſſentiab Wil 
dom and * Glory of the Fut her, fall 'of 
Grace and Truth. This will enable 
them to run, not only with Patience; | 
but with a peculiar Alacrity and De- 
light, in the Ways of His Command; 
ments: Twill help them ſo far to com 
quer their Exorbitant Paſſions and dl 
fections, as to devote them to the Ex- 
cellent Ends of Religion, and of an 
Holy Life: Which will afford lachen 
Plxaſure as Nothing elſe in this World 
can equal; ſuch as bears ſome Reſem- 
blance of the Bleſſed State Above, and 
is no leſs than à Foretaſte of Heaven 
upon Earth. In a Word: Twill fix 
their Minds in a pious and ſtedfaſt Re. 
ſolution, joyn'd with the moſt diligent 
Care and Endeavouts, to pleaſe Gon, 
by an Univerſal Obedience to His Will: 
80 that, living ia conſtant Preparation 
For their Latter End, they will have a 
comfortable Proſpe& into Eternity; and 
whenſoever His Good Providence ſhall 
call them hence, will be always ready 
to finiſn their Courſe with Joy. Such 
my the N Conduct, and chen the 

8 5 Conſolation : 


; John es 


in Pn dice 
Coufoleting!) and s Support 
and Eminent Apoſtle St. Paul: When 
the Reflexions on his paſt Life could af 


ſure him, That he had faithfully endea- 


vour'd to promote the -Honqur and Ser. 


vice of his Bleſſed Lord and Maſter; 
That * with Simplicity and Godly Sin- 
cerity he had govern'd his whole Can- 
verſation in the World; That he had 
+ kept under his Bady, and brought 


it inta Subjection ta the nobler Dic- 


tates of his Mind; and that the light 


and momentary Apiftions which he 


{uſtain'd, world work ont for him @ 
far more exceeding and Eternal Weight 
of Glory, And, being at laſt arriv'd 


at the | Halo "Cloſe of his Life and, 


Labours, he expreſſes himſelf in a pi- 
ous Ecſtaſy of Joy, as if he was ab 
ready poſſeſsd of the Ircorruptible In- 
heritance Above. * ] am now 
ready to be offer'd' aß; and the Time 
of my Departure is at hand. + I have 
fought a good — 1 have finiſbed 
"my Courſe + have 


Heuce- 


* 2 Cor. 4. 12. LE Cor. ix. 27- | 
t 2 Cor. iy. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 
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me at that Day: 


27 
hteouſne 


A... 


2 


903 


* 


eforth there 
o” 


- 


enc 


C 


i — 
- 8 — 
1 — — — 


_ 


+ 
A 
5 


Aud not to me 


* 


4 


— 


but unto all them alſo, that love. 
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